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BIBLE LESSON
Abridged from Pelonbets’ Notes.
" Firit Quarter.
CHRJST HEALING THE BLIND MAN.
Lesson XI. March 12.—John g:12. f-11.
Study the Chapter. Commit Verses 5-7.
GOLDEN TEXT.

One thing I know, that, whereas | was
blind, now I see. John g: 25.
EXPLANATORY.
. L A MAN BORN BLIND.—V, 1, AND
AS JRSUS PASSED BY. This does not refer
to the ing from the temple, mentioned
in the last verse of chap. 8, which is an-
other word in the Greek, asin the Rr. V.,
but ms he was passing along on his way
about the city. SAW A MAN WHICH WAS
BLIND FROM HI1S' BIRTH. Of the six
miragles connected with blindness which
are recorded in the gospels, this is the only
case described as blindness from birth. In
.this lies its special characteristic (v. 32)
It is. still true, according to the latest
authorities, that congenital blindness can
rarely be cured, the only form which is
susceptible of cure being that of congenital
catarsct.

Canon Tristram says, ** Blindoehs is com
mon in Palestine to & degree which we in
Western lands can scarcely realize. There
is probably no country in the world, except
Fgypt, where this affliction is so prevalent.
At Gass, for instance, 1t is said that one
third of the population have lost one or both
eyen ; and, from my own observation in
that city, I should unhesitatingly say that
the- statement s not exaggerated. But
among these cades it is difficult to find any
born blind, Congenital blinduess Is as rare
in Hast as in the West,” and bence was
certala to attract attention,

11, A Discussion of THR MVSTRRY OF
PROVIDENCH. V& 2-5. 2. WHO DID SIN

THAT HE WAS BORN BLIND P This
is the question that troubled the friends of
Job, and made them so unjust in their
judgments ; aud it bas troubled people - in
all ages. | For it is true in many cases that
the suffering is the natural result of sin.

It was plain the man’s blindoess might
have come from bhis parents' sin, but how
couid it come from_ his own sin, ‘since he
had been blind from his birth? Could be
have sinned before he was born, in some
pre-existent state ?

3. JESUS ANSWERRD, NRITHER HATH

THIS MAN SINNED, NOR HIS PARENTS. -

Not that they were perfect, and had never
done wrong, but the affliction had not come
as the result or punishment of any particu-
lar sin, beyond that of others who did not
suffer such an affliction ; as in the case of
those npon whom the tower of Siloam fell
(Luke 13 :1-5). BUT the blindness came
THAT THE WORKS OF GOD SHOULD BE
MADE MANIFEST IN HIN. Manifest to
himself, and through himl}: the world all
down the a Who would not. be willing
to be blind for a few yearsif théreby he
could reveal and proclaim Jesus as the light
of the world, cngmﬂect the goodness, the
power, the comfort of God to sillions of
his fellowmen ?

4.%1 (better asin R.v., ‘‘we’”) MUST
WORK THE WORKSOF HIM THAT SENT MR,
WHILE IT IS DAY ; 7. ¢., while the fitting
opportunity lasts, as the daylight is the
fitting time for our daily work. This was
suggested by the hlind man's case before
him. “Iam the light of the world," and
I must make this blessing known more
clearly by curing this man who s now
before us.

THER m'gm cdonm‘n WHEN N(i) MAN CAN'
wORK. The day of opportunity passes,
never to return. Even gmut must do his

of redemption, and of teachi at
the time appointed, or it never conld Le
done. He might do other works after-
wards, but not those.

5. AS LONG AS I AM IN THR WORLD, I
AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. The
article is wanting in the Greek, ‘' Lam light
to the world.”

There are two ways of being light to
men : one is by letting the light shine | the
other is the opeping the eyes so that they
can see the light that is shining. In bot
ways. Jesus is the light of . the world. He
is the sun and the opener of blind eyes.

III. THE BLIND MAN RESTORFD TO
SIGHT. AN EXAMPLE AND ILLUsTRA-
TION.-Vs. 6, 7.

Jesus now illustrates this great truth by
an enacted PARARLE OF REDKEMPTION,—&
miracle on the blind man, which is a sign,
and proof, and parable of his work of en-
lightening the world, and also of the
method he ofteu nses in curing epiritual
blindness.

6. HE SPAT ON THE GROUND, AND MADR
CLAY OF THR SPITTLR, AND . . . ANOINTED
THE RVRS. A thousand experiments would
show that this act bhad no power to
make blind eves see. The means were
simple, so that he would not trust in the
weans, but in him who was the light of the
world ; mot in the dead wire, but in t)e
wighty power that flowed thyough it.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
@ The Sunday School
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The belief in the healing power of saliva,
says the ‘‘ Oriental Note' in the Sunday
School Times, was universal in the ancient
Oriental world, as it still is where primitive
customs survive.

‘* Jesus applies harmless salve, that the
man might be helped to believe by having

something external done to him. Your
straitla dogmatists Wwill never see the
kindlysspirit ot such action | s. They

would see the man blind all his days before

they would” ‘‘peuder ' to such notioms.

Jesus is more kindly reasonable. He does

not attempt to argue the notion out of the

man's mind. He simply it alone, and

helps the man through his grandmotherly

beliefs finally to a strong faith in the divine
wer."’

7. AND SAID UNTO HIM, GO WASH IN
THE POOL OF SILOAM ; 7. ¢., wash off the
clay that has been
This was a test of his faith and obedience,
aud also a means of increasing them. One
of the best things for an inquirer is to give
him something to do.
Siloam '’ was a large pool on the southeast
of Jerusalem, near the Fountain Gate.
WHICH 1S BY INTERPRETATION, SENT.
Or **sen ling,” . ., outlet of waters,

V. DISCUSSION ARISING FROM THIS

CumR.—Va. 811,

First. Among His Nelghbors.
NOT THIS HR THAT 84T AND BRGGED?
Thé circumstance that he had abandoned
his occupation as a called attention
to the marvelous change in him. A change
in conduct is what the world usually
notices first in those to whom spiritual eye.
sight is given. And such a change
occasions debate, as in this cuse, | koew
& manufactyrer -who was converted, and
almost the first notice I had of the fact was
from one of his workmen, who had told me
that he had immediately enlarged the
drum on which his goods were measured so
as to make the fact correspond with the
labels, 3

9. HE 18 Likr miM. But yet another
man who had never been blind. This
seemed easier to believe, ‘' The opening
of the eyes would npaturally change the
whole countenance,!”” If we are truly
changed by grace, our friends and néigh-
bors will remark the differencein us 1
AM HE. This settled Lthe question of fact,
but still théy could not conceive how the
change could take place, and therefore
asked (v. 10 HOW WERE THINE EVES

(OPENFD? Then in v. 11 he repeats the
story of his cure, The facts were unanswer-
able. 2

) SR S
Character Building.

There is a common impression that char.
acter is shaped and destipy determined by
what is done in the great crises of life. It
is important to bear in mihd that tliese
crisis are not independent of our common
hours, but that the work of giving form
and bent to character is a matter of daily
doing. The work goes on, not omly in
these moments which we call critical,
when great issues hinge manifestly upon
ouractions, and the eye¥ of men are upon
us ; but also in the obscure hours of life,
and along the great paths of life's common
levels. Much of the work is done in
secret, when no eye sees but God’s. It
will find full revelation in the clear light

g Yo . 2
of eternity,— Baptist Union. \
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A serious conflict has taken place be-
tween the Rusgians and Chinese at Talien-
Wan, three huundred of the latter being
killed. It is said to have originated in a
_question®of taxes.

Mr H. Whitney, president, and S: J.
McLennan, treasurer, of the Dominion
Coal Company, have been in conference
with B. F. Pearson, secretary, and W. B.
Roass, solicitor, of the pany, to com-

lete arrangements for the purch of
iron depusits at Conception Bay, New-
foundland. The next’step is the found-
atioft of a company to develop the deposits,
and Mr. Whitney will apply to the Nova
Scotia Legislature for a charter.
company will be capitalized at $30,000,000,
The Whitney svndicate has contracted for
the delivery of 200,000 tons of iron ore
in Great Britain this year.

Mr. and Mrs. 8. E. Frost celeb d

ut upon your eyes. |

**The pool of

8. 18

The new |

Frost, Hampton, and John F. Frost, Lower
Norton. Another son is S. L. T. Frost,
of the customs department, Ottawa. The
gathering was a very t one, made
particularly so the fact that there has
not been a death in the family, either
amouyg the children or grandchildren.
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NEVER RETURNED

Cured by Dodd’s Kidney
Pills.

Mr. Samuel Locke, of Jordan Bay, N, S,
Tells the Story—He Suffered: for

Used Dodd’s Kidney Pills
and was Cured,

JORDAN Bav, N. S., Feh
there was a clear case of Kidney Discase
being utterly and absolutely wiped ont of
the human system, that case was Mr
Samuel Lock's,

-Mr. Locke lives at Jordan Bay, and the

Vears, Without' Relief—Then he |

27.~=If everi|

(139) [

-

favorably. They all know that he endured
the greatest agony from diseased Kidneys.

The newspapers published accounts of
his case ; di nt physicians undertook to
cure him, but they all failed.

Day by day his condition grew worse, and
his sufferings incieascd. He used various
remedies, each ot which was said by its
manufacturers, to be a sure cure. Vet
these failed as the doctors had failed.

Finally, when it seemed as if every effort
had been exhausted in vain, Mr. Locke

i 2 ; ’s Kid Pills.
Kldncv D‘m“ P mtly l was induced to try Doodd’s Kidney s

Soon after he had taken his first dose of
this medicine he felt a slight change for the
better. © Every day this change grew more
noticeable to both himself and his family,
and at length, Mr. Locke was well again—
in sound health, and robust strength, able
to. work, to eat, to aleeg. to e?&y life,
as well and as heartily as he ever did.
There cannot be a particle of doubt that
| Dodd's Kidaev Pills are the only effective
| Kidoey. Mediciue known to-day. It has

heen proved thousands of times.  Bright's
| Digen e, Diabetes, Rhenmatism, Lumba vo,
Diseases of Women, and all other Kidoey
| Complaints yield to them.
| Dodd's Kidney Pills are sold by all drug-

»9 gists ; fifty centsa box, six boxes §2 50 ; or

fent, on receipt of price by The Dodd’s
} Medicine Co, Limit«f Toronto, Ont.

Head Office,

There are no conditi

Value after five years.
payment of claims
S. A. McLEOD,
Agent at St. John.

Office, 45 Canterbury St., St. John, N. B.}

Confederation Life Association,

FTORONTO, ONT,
Established 1871.
Wk B ons in the Unconditional Accumulation
Policies issued by this Association, they guarantee Extended
Insurance or a Paid-up Policy after two years, or a Cash
The Company is noted for prompt

GEO. W. PARKER,
Gen. Agent.

THESE

’I"H\E Dr. Srocum SYSTEM is a
comprehensive and complete
system of tre;;lment, which attacks
every vulnerable point of the disease
and completely vanquishes it. It
leaves no point unguarded ; it leaves

no phase of the trouble neglected ;
©

it cures and cures for.

ever weak lungs,

bronchitis, consuniption

and all  other throat

and lung diseases

by absolutely obliterntj

ing the cause. s

weapon of the grim reapér, carrying off its
no season can they feel sure of immuuity.

their golden wedding ‘on Wednesday
evening, the 15th, at thier home, Lower
Norton. ~ There w-re present over 70
friends and relatives and a very emjoy-
able evening was spent. The bride and
gfoom received many very appropriste
presents. among the yest s purse of gold.
The gnthering brok¢ up at an early hour
with 1he best wishes of all pressut for
muny nDiore years of happy life together.
Amonyg those prescnt were four daoghters
and two sonse=Mrs, H. V. Dixon, Nauwig-
awauk ; Mre. A D Swith, S Johi
Mrs. A, H Uphsu, Upham Station, and
Miss Lottie Frost, and Messts. W,

that is necessary is fo put your name,

the three bottles will be sent you at once.

to try the Slocum Cure,

NBOTTLES
FREE

“ Yhere is po human ailment so destructive of life as Consumptiou.

nd mail it to The T. A. Slocum Chemicgl Co.
"l:‘norr‘:;n:o. 0':::. stating you saw this free offer in e'MESSENGER AND VISITOR, when

UNSUMPTIVE

Consumption, if Properly Treated, is Curable—Left to Itself
it is Slow, Sure and Deadly.

It is the
victims at any time, and in no month or in

Modern medical science has made many discoveries along many different lines, but
in no u.:!: the human race under a greater debt of gratitude than to that distinguished
and eminent chemist, Dr. T. A. Slocum, whose

jon, b hitis and all g:roll :m}il::ag t
uilds the body and kills the germ'of disease.
m“?ob;ig‘:e l;e emycacy of this cure, 3 bottles are offered free to any sufferer. All

es have resulted in a cure for
cure that extermi the

ce and nearest ex office ona post

press
Limited, 179 King Street West,

This test costs you nothihg, and itis a duty you owe to yourself and your friends

At e
}mw bave

olal Diabetic Food, #6¢ Diabetes.
uten Flour, for Dyspepsiaand Constipation.

Barley oml.,ﬂxu-qm
mﬁ'n«% FARWELL & REINES, Watortown, N Y., U5 A
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citizens of that place all know him well and . |
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