
dining to obey a command issued by the 
latter, and the Oolonel demanded a trial 
by court-martial.

tic at the reverse to the Boer arms, ore 
entreating to be allowed to shoot the 
British officers imprisoned at Pretoria.

A dispatch to the Morning Post from 
Bloemfontein, dated Wednesday, says: 
“A deserter reports that the enemy, after 
repeated dissensions, has withdrawn 
from Brandfort northward. He thinks 
it 'unlikely that the Boers will make a 
stand anywhere south of the Vaal. 1 
cannot personally share such opinion.”

The Times correspondent at Bloemfon­
tein telegraphing Thursday, says: “Yes­
terday Mr. Kruger issued a proclamation 
annexing the Free "State to the Trans­
vaal. Mr. Steyn immediately issued a 
counter proclamation declaring the Free 
State intact."

The Daily News has the following from 
Bloemfontein, dated Wednesday: “It 1b 
rumored that

ENGAGING Presidents Responsible.
London, March 22.—It has been learn­

ed that no peace overtures have been 
made to Lord Salisbury nor are any ex­
pected at present by Great Britain. The 
telegraphic correspondence has been con­
fined to the treatment of prisoners. Lord 
Salisbury, as already cabled, is holding 
the presidents of the South African re­
publics responsible for the welfare of the 
British prisoners. The 'question of the 
safety of Johannesburg and the gold 
mines there has 'not been raised.

The correspondence exchanged between 
Lord Salisbury and Président Kruger 
will shortly be given to parliament.

Décliné to Interfere.

THE BURGHERS
Capetown Dispatch Says French Is Fight­

ing a Force of Boers East of 
Bloemfontein*

The Hague, March 22.—The govern­
ment has dispatched a reply to Presidents 
Steyn and Kruger regretting being un­
able to comply with the request for in­
tervention in the South African war after 
formal declaration of the British govern­
ment that intervention would not be ac­
cepted. It was added, however, that the 
government of the Netherlands would al­
ways be ready to support steps tending 
to "'he restoration of peace.

London, March 22.—It is announced 
from the Transvaal capital that the 
Italian government has declined to In-

Mr. Kruger.
'in 'toe Orangewill meet a . __... ____

Free State, on April 4th, to discuss the 
future programme. The feeling between 
the Transvaal and the Free State is very 
bitter.”

A Times dispatch from Kimberley, 
dated Thursday, says: “The date of toe 
departure of the Mafeking column from 
here has not been fixed.” ‘

Telegraphing from Springfontedn, Wea- 
nesday morning, the correspondent of the 
Daiiy News says: !‘Gen. Gatacre and his 
staff are still here He is most strict re­
garding the privite property of the Boers. | terfere. 
Some officers who had looted Boer farms 
have been tried and punished, to the 
great astonishment and gratification of 
the Boers.”

Winston Churchill in a telegram from 
Ladysmith pleads for mercy in dealing 
with rebel's. He says: “We must hot 
cry for our pound of flesh; no real con­
queror ever lost by clemency either in 
this world or in toe next.”

PREPARING FOR ADVANCE ON PRETORIA oon

Plumer Has Retired to Crocodile Pool-Boers Supposed to 
Be Removing Siege Guns from Mafeking-Kruger 

Says Russians Have Occupied London.

decision will be announced in a few days, 
and that the Portuguese government be­
lieves the award will not be more than 
$4,000,000, though the claimants expect 
it will* be several millions more. The 
Portuguese government ha've been col­
lecting the necessary funds with which 
to satisfy the award as soon as it is ren- 

! dered.
In this connection it is amtfounced that 

Geo. W. Van SickMn, of this, city, who is 
president of the American Council of the 
South African Republics, ha!s sent an 
official letter to the Portuguese minister 
at Washington offering to loan the gov­
ernment of Portugal the sum necessary 
to pay the Delagoa Bay award. While 
he admitted that the offer was made with 
the ultimate purpose of helping toe Boers, 
Mr. Van Sicklin said the money would 
not be loaned to the Boers.

London, March 23.—It is officially an­
nounced that the Delagoa Bfiy award 
will be given on Monday next. March 
26th.

-»(Associated Press.)
London, March 23.—Ool. Plumer has 

apparently retired to Crocodile Pool and 
Mafeking seems further off than ever 
from, relief.

This news was contained in a dispatch 
from Buiuwayo dated Monday, March* 
19th, and published in the second edition 
of the Times.

These advices add that the base hos­
pital has been brought back to Gaber­
ones, though the correspondent further 
says it is thought the object of the Boers’ 
demonstration of March 16th and 16th 
was to cover the removal of the siege 
guns from Mafeking.

French’s Movements.
Gen. French’s activity in toe Orange 

Free State» may well be a preliminary to 
a forward movement toy Lord Roberts 
with the main army.

MOBILIZING COMMANDS.
o

London, March 24.—The main army 
continues to wait in Bloemfontein and 
interest in the fate of Mafeking has in­
tensified with Col. Plnmer’s forced re­
tirement td Crocodile Pools, where he 
wah two months ago. Relief from the 
North now dwindles to improbability.

Lord Methuen is skirmishing with the 
Boers at Warrenton, 16 miles away. It 
is hoped that his military administration 
has a pleasant surprise in preparation 
tor the Britishers .by raising the siege 
with a strong column of cavalry and 
artillery detouring to Mafeking, while 
Cammandant Syman is drawn off to 
engage Col. Plumer.

General French’s cavalry and mounted 
infantry it is rumored, are fighting 
somewhat east of Bloemfontein. This 
suggests

o-
ARTILLE'RiY DUEL.

—o----
British Battery Silenced: the Boers Near 

Kimberley.
o

Kimberley, March 22.—Thfre wa’s a 
smart artillery duel near Warrenton yes­
terday morning. A battery under Major 
Blowitt, supported by the Kimberley 
Light Horse, located toe Boers, who em­
ployed four guns, two of which used 
cordite, but ineffectively.

The British battery replied with effect: 
and silenced the Boer fire.

The Boers sent two shells near the 
railway station, which was not dam­
aged.

Kruger Fools toe Boens.
A dispatch from Bloemfontein dated 

Thursday, March 22nd, says President 
Kruger is reported to have issued a 
proclamation declaring Great Britain to 
be in dire straits, and that the Russians 
have occupied London.

1 More Boer Bad News,o as. Commandant Oliver’s command, with 
two thousand wagons, is reported on the 
Basutoland frontier toward Kroonstadt 

ivia Lady brand. This enormous wagon 
train is supposed to be moving twenty 
miles a day. Geu. French’s cavalry 
posts stretch from Bloemfontein east­
ward to the mountains.

General Buller has not yet moved in 
Natal. The Eighth Division will go 
direct to Bloemfontein.

Lord Robertsls effective disposal at 
thé front ten days hence will be, it is 
estimated, 70,000 men with easy possi 
bility of moving eastward, forcing the 
Boers to

CHARGES OF CORRUPTION.
An Inquiry Ordered.

London, arch 22.—Mr. George Wynd- 
ham, parliamentary secretary for toe 
war office, replying in the House of Com­
mons to-day to a series of questions on 
the subject of General Lord1 Methuen 
and his alleged disagreements with the 
officers of his column, which have caused 
considerable comment, declared that no 
charges had been brought against Gen. 
Methuen by Coi.' Gough, or any other 
officer. Col. Gough, he added, has been 
informed that an inquiry would be held 
into hi® case.

Col. Gough is alleged to have been or­
dered home by Gen. Methuen after de-

o
Ntw York, March 23.—A criminal case 

which will attract the greatest interest 
in England and in all countries where 
the struggle between Great Britain and 
toe Boers is exciting aftOutLüï* wS'L-be 
heard on June 11th, before tne Brass ete 
tribunal correctionnel, says a Brussels 
cable to the Herald. It is a trial which

Concealed Weapons.
A Springfontein telegram published in 

the second edition oA the Times says:
‘‘The .apparent æbmi^ije^ttituidi of the
Free Staters Should be accepted with 
caution. The large proportion of obsolete, 
inferior weapons being turned in by them 
to the British is giving toe impression wm put to toe test the accusation of cor-

are ruption brought out by the English gov­
ernment against the Boer officials in gen­
eral, and President Kruger in particu-

that large stores of modern Mausers 
being concealed.”

Treatment of Rebels. Evacuate the Biggarsberg 
range, and joining hands with General

lar.
The Outlook’s special correspondent at 

“Feeling is running
The parties concerned are toe well- 

known financiers, Baron Oppenheimer, 
of toe firm of Oppenheimer Frere, Louis 
and Henry Warant, Belgian barristers; 
M. Braconier, a wealthy Belgian capi­
talist of Leige, and another Belgian, M. 
Terwange, all of whom were associated 
some years as lessees of the Transvaal 
railway which was to connect Komati 
Port and Selati.

The Transvaal government complains 
that by producing false accounts the. 
company claimed from them an amount 
of interest largely in excess of the capi­
tal subscribed or required.

According to information given out, 
the company’s directors, who are being 
prosecuted on this chaige, allege that 
they were compelled to make the charge 
higher in order to conceal the bribes 
which they had to pay President Krug­
er and his familiars, and most of the 
members of the Pretoria volksraad, in­
cluding some of the generals now engag­
ed in the war.

Capetown says: 
strong against the leniency with which 
rebels of Oape Oolony and Natal are be­
ing treated by the British authorities.

>R?o

FRENCH AT THABANCHU.
*Bloemfontein, March 23. — General 

French, with a brigade of cavalry and 
mounted infantry, has arrived at Tha- 
banchu, and opened heliographic com­
munication with Maseru. He reports all 
well. B

mÊÊÊSÊm-'

k !

o

FIGHTING REPORTED.
-»

London, Manch 23, 6:55 p.m.—Accord­
ing to special dispatches from Capetown 
dated to-day, General French’® cavalry 
brigade is fighting eastward of Bloemfon­
tein.

Transport Released.
Capetown, March 23.—The transport 

Kilburn has been released from quaran­
tine. The only fatal case of plague 
was that of the captain. All toe other 
patients are convalescent.

Americans Illtreated. ,

CREAMTHE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY"
o

New York, March 23.—Philip D. Wes- 
sels, government envoy of the Transvaal 
government to America, now in the city, 
denied the statement sent from Capetown 
that there was a conspiracy between the 
Transvaal, the Free State and the Cape 
Dutch against England, and that the in­
criminating documents were removed 
from Pretoria when Messrs. Fischer, 
Wessels and Wolmarens left Delagoa 
Bay for Europe a short time ago. BAKING

POWDER
Washington, March 23.—Previous to 

proceeding with the regular order to-day, 
the House adopted a resolution calling 
upon the secretary of state for copies of 
the letters on file in toe department 
from citizens of the United States com­
plaining of illtreatment while in the 

• South African Republics.■o
«■

METHUEN AND OFFICERS. KRUGER AND STYNE.
o o

London, March 23.—In toe House of 
Commons to-day Mr. John Gordon Mac- 
Neil, Irish Nationalist member for South 
Donegal, again showed an insatiable de­
sire for information in regard to toe bat­
tle of Magersfontein, and Lord Me­
thuen’s relations with his officers and 
affairs in Kimberley, but the parlia­
mentary secretary of the war office, Mr. 
Geo. Wyndham, parried all questions. 
The only positive answer given by Mr. 
Wyndham was to the effect that neither 
dum-dum or anything in the nature of 
expanding or explosive bullets had been 
used by British troops in South Africa.

In regard to the trouble between Col. 
Bloomfield Gough and Lord Methuen, 
Mr. Wyndham said that an investiga­
tion would be held as soon as the wit­
nesses returned from South Africa.

London, March 23.—The war office de­
clare» that there is no confirmation of the 
rumor that Mafeking has been relieved.

No attention is paid to the wild Boer 
rumors of Commandant Olivier’s vic­
tory over Gen. Gatacre, which are only 
designed to relieve the drooping spirits 
of the burghers.

It seems certain that Mafeking's only 
chances lie in relief tty the column sup­
posed to be advancing from the south 
or in toe possibility that Col Baden- 
Powell is strong enough to attempt a 
sortie with a view of capturing the Boer 
guns at a time when Commandant Sy- 
mon has withdrawn his men to oppose 
Col. Plnmer’s advance.

Reports regarding the
British OopeTations

in the Free State continue to be satisfac­
tory, Nothing has developed1 regarding 
Gen. Buller’» intentions, 'but it seetos 
hard to believe that he is again embark­
ing Gen. Warren’s division.

From Lorenzo Marquez comes the report 
that Pretoria is prepared" to stand a siege 
of two years, and the Boer women, fran-
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Buller, before continuing the promenade ' the -southwards by a detour towards 
to Pretoria. Mafeking.

The Delagoa Bay railway arbitration 
award, is editorially considered in the 
morning .papers. The approachng de­
claration of the finding of the arbitra­
tion is welcomed as coming at an ap­
propriate moment and is bringing the 
acquisition of Delagoa Bay appreciably 
nearer.

A Daily News correspondent at Bloem­
fontein telegraphing Thursday says: “A 
letter from Mr. Pulteny, an interpreter 
in the Free State courts, has been re­
ceived by his wife here, in which the , 
writer declares that General Joubert is j Rants <>f this city. The former are pre­
commanding the combined forces at ] Paring tail kinds of celebrations to take 
Kroonstadt, where there are plenty of Place 0D toe announcement of the rais­

ing of the siege of Mafekmg. A eworl 
of honor is in readiness for presentation 
to Col. Baden-Powell.

■Battle Imminent,

Pi amer’s Position.
In the meanwhile Col. Plnmer’s posi­

tion is arousing anxiety. He has with 
him the long train of supplies for Mafe­
kmg, toe loss of which Would be serious^ 
and further information about command­
ant Eloff*s movements is awaited with 
trepidation in view of the report from 
Pretoria that he was isolating Col. 
Plnmer’s force near Gaberones. Well 
informed people in South Africa, how- 

j ever, are more hopeful than the inhab-
I

en, guns and foodstuffs for a determin- 
resistance."

The Standard in its principal editorial 
indulges in the hope that many Boers
may yet become British soldiers. It 
says: “The Softs are proved to have a 
remarkable turn for soldiering, and there 
must be many young Boers who will be 
reluctant to return to a dull pastoral life 
after the excitement of the campaign. 
If they are willing to

3
w

A dispatch from Maseru, Basutoland, 
dated yesterday# seems to dispose of toe 
story that Gen. French was fighting yes­
terday, but it indicates that a battle !»■ 
imminent.

Boers Massing.
From elsewhere come stories of toe 

Boers rallying at various points. Krooa- 
we will find room for them in a safer stadt is well entrenched, and General 
and move satisfactory enterprise than Joubert is preparing to make a deter- 
armed rebellion. !We may yet hope to mined stand, while the Boers in the east- 
see some future Cronje or Joubert lead- em districts have been ordered to rally 
ing British troops on the battlefield side at Fieksburg, northward of Ladybrand, 
by side with generals of Irish, Cana- in the Orange Free State, doubtless with 
dian and Australian. origin. Army com- Oje view of attempting to intercept the 
missions are to be given to Australians. ' j unction of toe forces commanded1 by Lord 
Similar privileges must be granted to 
the other colonies, including those of 
South Africa.”

Adopt a Military Career

Hi
Roberts and General Buller. Another 
Boer force at Fauresmito, southwest of 
Bloemfontein, is in a defiant mood, so 
the southern part of the.Orange Free 
State is not yet subdued.

The Canadians.
FROM BOER CAMP.

o
Dispatch Says Free Staters Are Return­

ing in Crowds.

Boer Camp, Kroonstadt, Thursday, 
March 22.—Affairs are being put in 
proper shape and the Free Staters who 
had to leave are returning in crowds. 
The commands are mobilizing in great 
numbers and the men are more deter- 
'mined than ever.

President Steyn has issued a proclama­
tion in which he warns the burghers who 
lay down their arms and helped the 
enemy that they are liable to the utmost 
punishment as traitors.

Springfontein, March 23.—It is re­
ported here that Mr. Steyn has been de­
posed from the presidency and that the 
public affairs of the Free State are be­
ing administered by a committee at 
Kroonstadjt.

a
Sir Charles Parsons, commanding a 

column in the western district composed 
of Canadians and others, has arrived at 
Van Wykslei, between which and Ken- 
hardt a force of insurgents is reported to 
be entrenched.

Col. Herehimer, commanding the Cana­
dian mounted rifles, is convalescent at 
Carnarvon, and will rejoin the troops on 
Sunday.

■
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mDISPATCH FROM ROBERTS.
o

London, March 24.—Lord Roberts 
telegraphs to the war office from Bloem­
fontein under toe date of March 23 rd, 
evening, as follows:

“There is no special news to rep 'rt. 
The country south of this place is geu rr-o
ally settling down. Numbers of arms 
have been delievered up and the people 

beginning to recognize the advantage 
of bringing supplies for sale.

“The movement of the troops in the 
western district is being attended with 
good results.”

PLUMER NEAR GABERONES. 
—o—

He Tells of the Retreat of His Advanced 
Post.

o-
London, March 24.—A dispatch to the 

Daily News from Lorenzo Marquez, 
dated Friday, says: “It is reported here, 
from Pretoria, that Commandant Eloff 
is isolating Col. Plumer’s force near 
Gaberones.”

London, March 23.—The war office has 
issued the following from the general at 
Capetown to the secretary of war:

“The following telegram has arrived 
from Nicholson, Buiuwayo, March 16th: 
The following is from Plumer: Lobatsi, 
March 14.—The Boers advanced from 
the south in considerable force thisf morn­
ing. They advanced from Goodde’s sid­
ing. After a sharp little engagement 
Licut.-Col. Bodle’s advance post was 
compelled to retreat. The retirement 
was excellently carried out to our main 
position. The casuafties included Lieut. 
Chapman and a Corporal, prisoners, and 
two missing, probably prisoners. Five 
troopers were 
horsé fell with him close to the enemy, 
who immediately surrounded him. The 
exact Boer casualties are unknown, but 
several were shot at short range. In the 
afternoon the Boers advanced further 
ridge on the left. Our twelve and a 
ridge o nthe left. Our twelve and a 
half pounder replied. The artillery duel 
continuing until sunset. Lieut. A1. J. 
Riley has since died of wounds. One 
native was killed.”

are
.
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FREEH’S FORCE RESTING.
o

Bloemfontein, Friday, March 23.—Ad­
vices from Thabanchu, between Bloem­
fontein and Ladybrand, on the Orange 
Free State border, dated March 22nd, 

Gen. French’s force is resting there
mÆBBqMRPP

and distributing Lord Roberts’s procla­
mation.

One of the former presidents of the 
Orange Free State, Sir John Henry 
Brand, continues tiis duties as Landorst. 
He appears quite willing to co-operate 
with the new regime. The people gen­
erally, Outwardly, express satisfaction 
with the advent of the British.

The insurgents in the northern part of 
Cape Colony have been detected in an 
ingenious swindle. It appears that be­
fore the departure of the Boers they 
purchased quantities of the notes of the 
Boer force, which they are now present­
ing to the British authorities demand­
ing compensation for property alleged to 
have been requisitioned or damaged. The 
loyalists, who are the actual losers of 
the goods, are infuriated.

wounded. Chapman’s

s
1
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GEN. WOODGATE DEAD.Notes.
The rebellion in the Prieska district 

has been suppressed and Lord Kitchener 
is returning to Bloemfontein.

A Vienna dispatch says Deputies Wolf 
and Lemisch have " telegraphed to the 
Premier, Dr, Von Koerber, demanding 
that he take steps to stop the exporta­
tion of forty-five cannon, which are said 
to have left the Skoda factory, Bohe­
mia, on their way to Trieste, it being 
further alleged that they are intended 
for the use of the British forces in 
South Africa.

The Boers have vacated Klip Dam and 
Windsortown is almost deserted. Their 
wives and families have fled with them.

It is understood that Sir Alfred Miln­
er’s mission northward is connected with 
the enforcement of martial law. He will 
use his personal influence towards the 
pacification of disaffected centres.

A German government official author­
ized to speak on the subject told the 
correspondent ot !the Associated Press 
yesterday that there was no justification 
whatever for the persistent press state­
ments here and elsewhere that Germany 
and the United States were making ef­
forts on behalf of peace in South Africa.

In German colonial circles it is feared 
that after Great Britain annexas the 
Transvaal the Boers will trek into Ger­
man Southwest Africa. Several news­
papers have referred to this possibility 
during the last few days, intimating that 
the Boers are not wanted.

i:1
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London, March 24.—Advices received 
here announce the death in the Mooi hos­
pital yesterday of General Sir Edward 
Woodgate, who was wounded in the en­
gagement at Spion Kop on Jan. 24th.

The late General Woodgate was born 
on Nov. 1st, 1845, at Balbroughton, 
Worcestershire. He served with, toe 
Abyssinian expedition in 1665, receiving 

■ a medal, and served in the Ashanti war 
of 1673-4, receiving a medal with clasp 
and being mentioned is dispatches. He 
served in the Zulu war of 1879 as staff 
officer. H% received a medal with clasp, 

mentioned in the dispatches and Ire-was. |p. ■
ceived brevet of major. He was made a 
staff officer in the West Indies, serving 
there from 1880 to 1885, proceeding to 
India as regimental officer in the autumn 
of the latter year, and returning in De­
cember, 1889. He was promoted to 
lieutenant-colonel in 1893, and to colonel 
in 1897, and was placed in command ot 
the regimental district of the King’s 
Own at Lancaster. In April, 1898, he 

sent to command the troops inwas
Sierra Leone, where the natives were in 
rebellion.

1

Officers for Halifax.
Ottawa, March 24.—The officers for 

Halifax garison battalion are announced 
to-day.
manding is Lieut.-CoI. Vidal and the 
officers for A Company (British Colum­
bia and Manitoba) are Lieut.-Col. J. Mc­
Kay, 42nd Battalion; lieutenants, Lieut. 
H. C. Ackroyd, 6th Rifles, and Lieut. F.

r , i ,, . 0. r a v ...j F. Clark, 12th Battalion.Londezt March 24.—Lord Ro-bertefe T> . _ ,
dispatch saying he has nothing special to Patriotic Fund,
report is generally interpreted to mean. Ottawa, March 24.—The Canadian 
that he hope® speedily to announce some Patriotic fund has passed the two hun- 
intelligence gratifying to the British, dred thousand dollar mark, having 
The optimists even deduce from the num- reached toe sum of $208,639. 
her of minor items of news received that Capetown, March 24.—Sir Alfred Mil- 
Lord Roberts has satisfactory news of uer, who is on a mission northward, has 
the advance of the flying column from j arrived at Dordrecht

%
a

The lieutenant-colonel . oom-
m

WHERE IS COL PLUMER ?
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