
gration agent and secures for us from the bas struck many people wbo have visited
country from wbicb he cornes the very this part of the country, would be removed.
best class of settiers. There ia another Now my hon. frIend tbe minister will ob-
point to whicb 1 wisb to draw my bon, serve that in bis department there ls a very
frIend's attention, a point that, be wlll amaîl, an Almost infinitesimal sum set asîde
admit la a very important one when you for the repatriation of these fellow coun-
corne to the expenditure of sucb large sums. tryrn of ours wbo are in the United
1 bave been tbrougb the older provinces, States, and wbo ask for notbing better than
and 1 flnd that lu Nova Scotia, judging from to corne and settie in tbe Nortb-west. 1
wbat tbe people tbere tell me, the best of was out, not tbrougb the North-west, but
their young men go to the United States. tbrough a portion of Manitoba a year ago,
I bave neyer bnd tirne to verîfy that, but I and I found tbat in a place called St.
was told it by serious and responsible men. Laurent, I believe, four or five men from
I Iaquired. wby tbe province of Prince Ed- the province of Quebec wbo had been ia tbe
ward Island bas not increased la popula- United States, and who had suffered there,
tion, and 1 was told that tbe young men, and were happy te bave returned to Can-
wben tbey grow up, left there and went to ada. Instead of settling in the province of
the United States. Tbe same tbing was told Quebec, tbey bave settled in Manitoba and
me witb regard to New Brunswick. In re- tbey are rich farmers to-day, perfectly con-
gard to the province of Quebec, I need iiot tented and happy. Wbat has happened to
tell the comrnittee tbat a very large mass tbese four or five individuals who I bap-
of our population, and a very good element pened to meet migbt bappen to maay more.
of that population, bas strayed inito the New Their niumber rnight be Increased te»
England states. Tbey bave been attracted tbousandfold if, instead of reacbing out to
there in different ways. At a time wben get these extraordinary types of people
farming was bad, or at a time wben inaniu- from the continent of Europe, My hon.
factures in New England towns were pros- friend devoted a part of the money to bring-
perous tbey went to the United States. Tbey lng lu Canadians wbether tbey may bave
went tbere in floclcs. It la aileged that tbere left tbe province of Quebec, the maritime
are a million of our fellow-countrymea la provinces or Ontario, by letting tbem know
New England. 0f that million probably 300,- wbat the ndvantages are of settling la tbe
000 are settled there in a permanent and Nortb-west and off eriag them facilities,
absolute way. I doubt If there are so many great facilities, for settllng there. I fiad la
wbo are tbus permanently settled in tlec tbe Auditor General's Report of last year
United States, for I have visited these towns a very large surn Indeed devoted to agents
and I know that many of tbese familles la tbe western states. There are agents
look upon Canada as their country and liave la Iowa, la Nebraska, la Illinois, in Kan-
neyer takea out their naturalization papers, sas, la Missouri, la Wisconsin and many
as they say, but work la the factories there other western states; and I do not tbink I
la the hope of returaing to Canada some arn exaggerating when I say that the ex-
day. So you bave tbere about 700,000 people pense of these agents, their salaries, their
bora lan this country, Britisb subjects, who offices, and so on, would amount to about
only asic a favourable opportunity to re- $70,000 or $80,000. On the other hand tbere
turn to their native country. Witb regard la a sum of $i,800l paid to Mr. Brisson, tbe
to Ontario, I ar n ft quite so familiar, but represeutative of La Société Generale de
1 bave been toid that a great many Ca»- RepatrIment de la province de Quebec. Now
adians bora bere bave drifted over to the I do not think this great expenditure of the
United States. Under tbese circumatances, departmeut la properly appropriated. I
le it rigbt for my bon. frlend the Minister think that a great deal of this large surn,
of the Interior to lay it dowa as an abso- whicb I place at between $70,000 and $80,-
lute condition, as I beard hlm do yesterday, 000, ls spent for agents who bave no ex-
that, la spite of the government's large ex- perlence, tbough experience is one of the
penditure on immigration, they would not first qualities requlsite for an immigration
assist any of the eastern population to go agent. I do not tblnk that sum can give us
and settie on the. plains of tbe Nortb-west? an adequate return.
1 thlnk that la a mistaken policy; and if 1 know that, speaking particularly of
my boa. frIend pauses to tbIak of the nnm- the province of Quebec, somne of our people
ber of our own people who are living la wbo bave emigrated to the United States
the United States at tbe present moment and are now la the New Eagland States,
or are preparing to migrate to tbat cou»- wouid be delighted to corne back. I know
try, lie will see the wisdom of diverting a tbat rny bon. friend bas supplemented that
great proportion of tbis money towards by a grant made sînce. I believe tbere la
facilltating tbe establishment of our owa an agent or two wbo geta soule $600. But
people on these plains where there are op- what I wish specially to caîl tbe attention
portunities for the production of incalcul- of tbe miniater to la the bellef I entertain
able wealtb. If tbat rnoney were expended that if the hoa. gentleman wouid expend
la carrying on this work according to a pro- judicinusly a littie more rney towards the
per system, the difficulty pointed out by my repatriation of olur 0w» compatriots la the
hon. friend frorn Alberta, a difficulty whicb United States, men bora here, British sub-
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