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Minister of Trade and Commerce. The
explanation of the hion . Minister of Agri-
culture, wlille very elaborate, is flot very
salisfactory to the peopule I represeal. 1
îvould like to ask huîni liow fai the niegotia-
fions have gone on, and w]îether lie is ln a
position to state that the pecople ii Prince
Edward Island, who are tlependmng on this
cold storage accommodation, wlill have
proper ships this year lut which to send
their products to thie English mnarkets ?

The MINISTR 0F IRA DE AND COM-
MERCE. I trust thal wlîen the supple-
mentary estimates corne down I shal lie
able to give the hon. gentleman the expia-
nation hie requires. Justi at preselît negotia-
tions are going on w-itli two or three
separate parties, and I arn hardly in a posi-
tion to go jute details.

Hon. 'Mr. RO0SS (Victoria. N.S.) I Iliglly
approve of the remnarks made liy t1e hon.
and learnied leader of the opposition, lu
urging the necessiy of having a better and
more rapid mode of transit for the fresh
fish of Cape Breton 10 tHe Canadian mnar-
kets. Il is a nialter of regret to us bo find
that the mnarkets here and west of us are
supplicil front Portland inslead of froin the
Strait of Canso. he cold storage syslern
wbicli i, about 10 lie adopted for liait is a
very different thinig from whiat is requircd
to forw'a.rdI freshi fsli iii pi'opcr condition to
the bcst nmarkets lin Canaida. We require
flut only good cold sturage, but w-e require
rapid transit. so thal the tishi may lie gol
10 these markets lut good condition -and
the eariier they get thiere, of couirse. the
belter it is lioll for the shippers aad those
whio have the advantage of eating the lish.
I thiink it woul(l also lie of advalt.ge 10
the people of the west if they would get
Into the habit of using more sait water fish.
Lt miglit expand their ideas, and enalile
them 10 Inkie liroader views of publie ques-
tions than they appear to do at present.

Mm'. ALCORN. Will the minister state iii
detail wlhal steps are proposed to lie taken,
iu tfie w<ir<s of tlifs item, f'or seeuring li-
proveinent and( recognition of the quality of
Canadian faim products ?'

Tue MINISTE 0F AGRICUJLTURE. *I
sh:ill lie very happy te do that ;but if the
hon, gentleman wvill allw nie 10 cali it six
O'clel. 1 sh1ah give hlmii somne d etails im1-
mledimitely ifler dinner. as I woul rallier
imet he initelrnpted w-hile giving th iemn.

At six o'î-loek, coiniittee toek recess.

After Recess.

Commiiittco resu mcd at cighit o'clock.

The _MINISTR 0F AGRICULTURE.
Whien the Hlise rose at recess, My lion.
friend opposite asked nie w-hat was doue
by tlie department 10 secure ant improved

Mr. HACKETT.

recognition of the quality of Canacliani farmi
tiroducts in foreigu markets. I am very
glad 10 have tuis opportunity of rnaking a
short staternent with regard to tbis work.
It is one which lias largely been developed.
Tlic department lias takeni ul) tle questioni
of cold storage, which lias now taken a
wvider area than wvould lie indicated liy the
terni, aithougli ii a general way the Ilies
of w-ork are cognate 10 cold storage trants-
portation, and the proper preservatiomi of
food products duriag shipmieîît nliroad.
When, sorne years ago, I asked for a vote
of money 10 eaable mie 10 estalilish a dm111
of cold storage transportation, the object
I principally had iii view -was the transporta-
tion of our Canadiaiî hutter int the English
inarket. For years our cbeese tmade liad
heen in a most satisfactory condition. The
reputation of our clîeese aliroad lîad lieconie
very great aîîd the business was a profitable
one, but our Canadian butter iad not a
very good reputatiomi, and did not comîmand
the lîigh price il slîould, owing largely, if

iot altogether, 10 tue lack of proîîer trans-
piortation facilities. Orîr butter i Canada
%vas made very well, its quality ii the Cana-
(]lait market Nvas excellent, liut on reachiîîg
tue Emîglislh mu rkct it sliowed a certain de-
terioration. To reniedy litis ditticiîlty, w-e
provided eold storage facilities. equipping
the main uines of railway w-iti refrigerator
cars and est abli-hing cold ýwareroîises wliere
the butter could lie stored until slil)Ied
l'romr -Mmtrenl. Hlalifax and St. John, aîid
providiiig inedhatîcal cold storage accoîn-
nodation on hourd the trains and steamers.

Up 10 I bat limie w'hat work was donc iii tAie
way of cold storage w-as doue in furiîish-
lîîg ice-cold storuge and liad not accoiplislied
the object desired. The moment tliat mue-
ehaiiiical cold storage accommodation was

tîoie. he attention of our people
wvas turned 10 util.iziîîg il for other
prodmiets. Prof. Roliertson amîd iiyself,
wlîeî in Englnnd. founid au ample
oenîing for the sale of our poultî'y
ii Iliat country, amîd we inîmediately iîder-
look experinieîîts iii conîiection w-lu the
faftelllî anid pr*ope dressiing of our poultîy
:iil semidiiîg it forw-ard, wlilresulî ed in
ai pretty satisfactory trade bcbng eslalislîed,
w-itli t1he prospect of a very large imîcreuse.
Atteîuîds were mnade aise te seiid forward
st-lî delleate prominets ns penches, pears; aîîd

rasand, in a few instances, plums.
Tiieseý were îmrtially successful. But we
fonind taI with the liost cold storage accemn-
illoulatiomi. il w-as ditiienit te carry Soule of
I lle fi-uit in hIe ordimîary w-av of paekimg anîd
liandlhiiig- thein. WVe found thnt the resuit

dpm edlargely i the exa1ct condition cf
the fri-it wlien packed hn cold storage oii
thils side. It did riot mnnter liow w-cil the
tranmsporta tion arra îîgeiîents ivere perfccted,
if the fruit was imot liu a certain exaet condi-
lien wlien packed. W'tC fouiidl tuaI of two
spcciiuîeîs of' a parlicular variety of fruit,
packed la similar lioxes. carried iiîîder ex-
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