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2nd That, under the most bindini? oflSclal wmctiow, the dtttjr be eeniwtly te-

pressed upon them, of every Christia-i ictting apart a eertain JizedfforUonti/M$

or her income for the proper maintenantK oj GodU M%msUf$ and G/mrcA.

Accouinaniod with tho aolemn us.su.^Hce ihut this obligaiijjj is quite :t» »»roijply

enforced by the nriociples of the Oosp^l m it wa* by thoise ol the ratnarcbiU or

ibe earliest patriarchal aRC8 to tho present time, has bteu one tbntu of their

incomes. Let it also be noted, th«.t. under the Jewish Dispensation, which is de-

clared

tian

c

incomes. Let it also be noted, th«.t. under tbe Jewish Dispensation, wnicn

clared. by inspiration, to h ve been tho '* pattern" of th« " ITeaveiily, c <

tian, Church, this tenth was. as before staled, gixflo to the priesthood, no

even that the whole of the pafiiniony which Divine liborajity had provid

l^hrii*.

nor was
led r»r

ancient people so parsonally wealthy, or so nationally prosperou,*. a? dunnjf thofe

periods of their history iu which theae la-ge paymeots were most wDacie»!;uu?ly

and cheerfully made.

lo offerin^^ tlicse suggestions, yonr CoTjmittee hare been encouragej by tb^

consciousness that they wi-ro following the guidance of Infinite Wisdom; and they

t-rove your patience, mv Lord, Fathers, and Br^'thretv for ibe subject is one of

rdst importance, while.'before proceeding further, ;. v make a few observation.*

upon the beautiful adaptation of this plan to accodiplish the cndsdesigned; 0.*

michl indeed be eKpected wheo it is recollected thut ita author is Divifineighl indeetl be eapect

(I.) First, then, it is tbe poor to whom, especially, the Gospel is preached ;^»nd

by every onu thus payiug even a single tenth of iheir income to GoJ> it will »ii

least begin to be, as it is fitting it should, from the numerous offerings of tbe

poor, large i:^ their aggregate, that the Clergy will chiefly derive their support

;

thug it will be no longer in the power of « few wealthy individuals to dictate i.

worldly policy as the governing principle of the Church; and. in the opinion of

vour t;oiamiitee, this freedom from earthly trammel* would itself be no small

gum.
•' &9 the T^ord hath

(2.) Again, the rich and the poor, by thus equally giving

prospered them/" will, if otherwise faithful, be alike " laying up treasure in

heaven.**

(3.) Such payments bate the further great advantage of being volaotary as

ftsgpects legal compulsion. Conseq:ieutly, if paid because enjoined by Chnst aud

His Church, they become the offerings of faithful obedience and love, awd wilUo

that account, also, be abuudantly rewarded.

(4.) But the great result to which yoor Committee bcsf to direct your Bpcciaj

Attention at this liiiic, us following from this Divine rule—of Betting apart a fixed

portion of our incomes for His service—were it generally adopted even by tho

faithful, is, thai tbe maintenance of the Church and her ministers would be exempt

from tliBtTOe«g»eoadfluc»»wtingc!lmracter which baa been »n Imig ibe bnne i>f


