
ill pa'ties within the fundamental instilutinns

of the government;—90 that in some in-

stances their different forces result in the in-

creased velocity of administrative machinery,

though in most cases in clorri^ing its wheels,

and on not a few occasion's stopping its move-

inents altogether. But the resistance and

collision that would scarcely cause a jar of

friction in the vastly powerful governinenta

machinery of an old and great country, would

rend to pieces that of a young and techle coun-

try The differences or partiziuiship that

would scarcely disturb a largo congregation

or church would scatter a small one to the

four winds of heaven. Hut in Great Britain

herself, parties are admitted to be evils in

IhemseWeH, and are not, as far oa 1 know,

iusiified in the abstract by any authoritative

writer on political science. The iinmensely

varying majorities and minorities in bola

Housesofl'arliament, shew how much indi-

ridual judgem(?nt and independence are e.xer-

cised, even where the existence of parties is

acknowledged, where the great principles ot

covernment and public policy are thoioughly

understood, and where the great majority ot

the House of Commons have avowed their

preference for Sir Robert Pscl and hia col-

leao-ues as more competent and sale advisers

of The government than Lord John Russell

and his colleaj^ues. And at this moment in

England (as stated by the last arrival) it is

avowed as a doctrine by the advocates of free

trade on the one hand and by a large portion

of the Conservatives on the other, and illus.

trated bv the example of the press- that they

vviUact'simply with a view to princplrs and

mcafures without regard to men. When the

Minister of the Crown is aware that he holds

his place upon the ground of his general abili-

ty and integrity, and that his measures will

bejudcred of according to their merits and

adaption to the country, he will be more vigi-

lant, more circumspect, more just, and libe-

ral, than when he grounds his strength and

expectations of success upon the confedracy

of party.

The history of Canada proves that party

policy and party legislation have been the

jources of gross and numerous extravagan-

cies, oppressions, and evils. In any country,

and more especially in a new one, for a man

to lay down party policy and party legisla-

tion as a theory of government, is to lay the

axe at the root of the tree of public prosperity

and happiness. Such a theory is alike dan-

gerous to the stability of the Throne and the

liberty of the Subject. Nor is it less favour-

able to the morals of public men. No legis-

lator can long picserve his Christian feelings

and principles uniinpared while he abandons

himself to the tortuous iianoBUvering of par-

ty The following remaiiui of the Kev. T.

GisBORNE should be treasured up by every

letrislator in Canada. " In order to preserve

this principle ot areeoiule unublubborn bence
'

of duty at once pure in itself and efficacious

in governing his conduct, let him resolve

from the moment of his outset in public life

to shun the snares of party. Let hioi learn

to detect the hackneyed sophiam, by which

ho will bear the sacrifice of every upright

motive palliated and recommended ; that a

concurrence of many is necessary to the suc-

cess of every plan ; and that no man can ex-

pect the aid of others.without being ready to

make reciprocal concessions and coinpliuncea.

Let hiia tell those who urge it, that to co-

operate is not to be a partizan ; that co-oper-

ation ask.-* no concessions but such ,\a are con-

sistent witii morality and religion ;
that par-

ty Tcq. ires her votary to violate, either ex-

pressly or impliedly, the dictates of both ; to

atiirm what he believes to be false ;
to deny

what lie knows to be true ; to praise what he

deems reprehensible; to countenance what

he judges unwise. Let him explicitly make

known to those with whom he co-opeiates in

political undertakings, that he is an indepen-

dent friend, who will support them in every

measure which he shall think equitable in

itself, and conducive to the national welfare;

not an articled confederate, pledged to concur

in proceedings which his judgement and his

conscience disapproves."

In connexion with this theory of pirtiea in

the leffislalure and in the country, and party

le(f;slation, preparation is made for an organ-

ized opposition to the irovernment, with a

view to its embarrassment and overthrow, if

possible, whatever may be its intentions and

measures. And this is colled " patriotism

and " love of liberty !" Rnher should it be

called partvism and the grave of liberty. On

this point I would address every legislator—

nav everv honest man in Canada, not in my

ow'n feeble words, but in the resistless lan-

2uaee of one of the most ardent and eloquent

ad vocates of civil and religious liberty to whom

England ever gave birlh-the late Rev. Ror

BRUT Hall, who so far from regarding such

a doctrine and such a proceeding as patriotic

and favourable to liberty ,
rcardod it as a ne-

cessirv measure of parliamentary reform, as

the enemy of good goyernuient, and the death

blow of liberty. In his great Es^ay "On a

R,.form of Parliament," Mr. Hall says—

"Freedom is supposed by some to derive

great security frr m the existence of a regular

opposition ; an expedient whicli is in my opi-

nion both the offspring and the cherisli.;r of

faction That a minister should be opposed

when his measures are destructive to his coun

try, can admit of no doubt ; that a systematic

opposition should be maintained against any

man merely as a minister, without regard to

the principles he may profess, or the measu-

res he may propose.-Which is intended by a

re-Tular opposition .ippears to me a most cor-

nnU and unprincM.led maxim. When a Le-

(rislative Assembly is thus thrown into par-

Ties, distinguished by no leading prmciple

however wi, :n and animated their debates,

it is plain they display only a struggle for the

emoluments o! -Tice. This the people dis-

cern, r-nd in<:v.. .=nce lUten with very l.t-

lie attention to th;' t, presentations ot tlie mi-

nister on the one h.rd, or the minority on the

other; being pe.u.i.'id the only real differ-

ence between them ;, that the one is anxious
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