
•set that, luvd MoKsrs. Uli\or, DavidHou A,
(V). un interest in any of those lands, it
IS oxtieniely j robahle nothing would ever
have l)cen said ahout the value paid for
tlieu). Mr. Oliver especially vi'as known
as a prominent nicniber of the Rofomi
party, and having a shrewd suspicion
"^i )«ow similar matters were
inanage<l un<ler the old King, yir John,
tl.'ise scandalmongers thouglit that pos-
Hihly the Minister played into his hands
111 (Tder to give him an advantage. It is
nocdless to say that not a tittle of proof
ol this was forthcoming, but much evi-
detifle to show that every matter eoii-
neeted with the expn.priation of the land,
as wfill as the selection of the site, was
conducted with absolute and unimpeach-
able honesty and fairness. The Govern-
ment were not responsible for the actions
oMMiver, Davidson fc Co.; the memliers
ot the hrin are wealtJiy and speculative,
and to imike theiliselvessure of reaping a
beiielit h-om the terminus they purchased
largely at Sault'Ste. Marie, Nei)igon, and
I'rincu Arthur's Landhig, as well as on
the Kaministiquia. They were determined
to strike the terminus, wherever it might
be, and ))ctweeii all tiio.se points they
were j.retty safe to doit. This, really,
IS all that ought to be necessary in ex-
plaiiung the Government's connection
with ( Mlver, Davidson & Co. For any
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tiling with which Mr. Mackenzie is con-
eerned, the firm might just as well have
been Brown, Jones & Robinson. The
.overnment cannot stop private specula-

tion, and unless tliese gentlemen had
been proliibited from purchasing land at
Nepigon, Prince Arthur's Landing, and
I'ort William, it was quite impossible
that the Government could escape deal-
ing with them when the necessary ex-
propriations for the terminus came to be
made.

Ill answering this last (luestion, the
CA idonee as in the case of the other two,
wil le allowed to si^eak for itself. It
u ill be well, however, to understand ex-
actly the einuise pursued in making the
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valuations, although, of course, it was
the same as i^ all cases of a similar
nature. The law provides for it- pro-
vides for the appointment of valuators,
and lays down rules to govern them.
JNotlung was done in con-
nection witli this matter that was not
usual in all others like it.
Here is Mr. Mackenzie's simjilc statement,
inade under oath, as to the aj>pointment
of the valuators:-! wrote to Mr. Panlec

Cominissioner of Crown Lamls for
Ontario, stating that we liad to obtain
the services of a I'rovincial land surveyor
to work out afr-jsh many of the boun-
dariea in the townshiitH and in the town
plot through which the railway was to
run, and that it would bo necessary for
us to get a petition from tlio residents
under the Surveycu-s' Act to make sueli
fresh definition of the boundary legal;
and I wished at the same time to use
such surveyor as valuator. Not knowing
any suitable person myself, I said 1 would
be glad if he would name some person to
me who was acquainted with that coun-
try, and ha<l ibme work there for tln^
Department -a man in whom we could
have confidence. He reconmiended Mr.
Wilson, of whom I knew nothing, never
having met him to my knowledge; but
we accepted his roeomniendation. I then
telegraplied to Kobert lleid, of London,
to ask him if he would accept the position
')f valuator with Mr. Wilson, wiiicii lie

agreed to do.
Mr. Wilson was and is a Coiis(;rvative;

Mr. Keid is a Reformer. Of their quali-
fications for the duty imposed upon them
not a single doubt has ever been
expres^sed. They entered upon their
work with the simple object of performing
their duy, and they did it impartially.
The first thing to do was to determin*!
the basis on which values should be
placed on the landt3. For a year or two
previously parties had been active inspecu
lation in anticipation of the terminus
being fixed at Fort William. Lots hail
changed hands at good figures, and, to
show that the trausaetions were in good
faith, many of the lots had been improved
and built upon. Tliey had a regular
marketable value at the time, and the
valuators had no optitm but to pay that
value. The basis mutually agreed upon
was the prevailing ju-ice in 1875, the time
the terminus was fixed; any other would
have been manifestly unfair. As far back
as 1872 or 1873, according to Mr.Wilson'.s
evidence, half-acre lota in the towr '^)lot

were held at forty and fifty dollars taoli.
In 187.') Mr. John McKellar, tlown the
river f^'om the plot, was asking tw,-
hundred and fifty dollars for lots aloiu'
the front street running on top of the
bank of the river. They were asking
two hundred and fifty dollars for fifty
feet frontage. Mr, Wilson also testified
that the Prince Arthur Land-
ing Railway Company paid cuii-
isidnably iiiwie for their ri^'ht of w;iv


