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In this way Europeans heard of that distini InnH =„jmany were the fables related of its rich n
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8. All these years learned men, merchants and sailorswere thmktng of the Atlantic Ocean, and wondetgwhuher a voyage westward on its w.tters would lead themSome thought, and among them Christopher Coluntbu^a brave sador from Genoa in Italy, that it mustT thesame sea that washed the east coast of China and thatby u they might find a shorter way to the fam usIndiaKut none were willing to venture, until, in a d ug''Queen Isabella of Spain fitted out 'three ^mall ships for'th^ purpose, and gave the com„,and of them to Colum'
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.'"^" "'' "'^ '"" 'o '^<=««^« 'h^' land couTdbe reached m this direction, and he was engaged severalyears in trying to persuade the kings of difi-efentcoSto give him ships, before the Queen of Spain granted hU-equest. In August of that year he set out from Palos in
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Europe, taking with him specimens of gold, and fruitsand several of the natives, whom he called IntUaas, for'he thought he had landed on islands near the e"


