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to ubraid us, claims a ftirrender of our intereftg

and our rights, and the dire^ion of our affairs?

I hear you with one voice anfwer, NO. " The
** fons of America," I hear you cry, " fliould her

*• wife and moderate endeavours to preferve her

** rights by peaceable means' ft iltprove unfuccefs-

^' ful, will again at her call beat their plowfhare^

into fwords, and the proud and infolcnt ag-

greftbr ft>all foon be convinced, that a brave

*f and juft people^ though long patient under inju-

*' ries from rhcfe whom once it loved, will roufe

" at lafl, and defirou* of peace will remember
" that it jnuft fpmctimes bip preferyed by war/t

The American people, then my fellow citizens,

and you as part of them, are called upon to decide

'between^ their own government, and that of ano-

ther nation ; to decidjc whether their aflFairs (hall

be conduced by thofe whom they have fele^ted

for that purpofe from among thfsmfelves, or by

the agents of a foreign power : Whether that pow-

er undei pretence of a treaty, which it aOferts an

^xcliifive right to expound, and claims the pri-

vilege of violating, as often as iu operation (hall

^e found difadvslntageous,* and of the law of na;-

tions, which it has publicly profcifed to difregard,f

^

* See Mr. Adet's note of OAobcr 27, 1 796 ; where thif

fight 18 exprefsly aflerted. '•*<'.

f See the letter of M. Tliiy, French Charge des aitairs at

Genoa, to the Secretary of State of that republic, d4ted

il.


