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[ill fls tlie kincf's governor, and flicrefore, nccoi-ding

to (he power given liim by llic roya! charter, lie

negatived (lie clioice, and ilcsired they would pro-

ceed to choose iiiiotiier person. They sent back

their answer, that tliey had chosen a s|>eaker, ac-

cording to tlicir known and lenjal privilejjes, and
therefore insisted npon the choice, and at the same
time they renewed their motion to the council to

ioin with them in the election. The 'j^overnor

told the committee, that he had received a mes-

sage from the house, acquainting him with the

choice they had made of a speaker, which choice

had been negatived and hevas no speaker. Upon
this theliousc sent their uomniiltee to the board to

acquaint them, that two messages havirjg been

sent to propose to the board to join in the choice
of counsellors and no answer having been given,

they now desired to know whether the board would
join in the election or not.

If there had been any further delay on the part

of the board, it is very probable the house would
have proceeded without them, which must have
increased the perplexity. The governor there-

fore leltthc board, having first charged the secre-

tary with the following message to llio house,
*' II is excellency orders me to acquaint you, he is

informed that Governor Dudley did, in the time of
his government, disallow of a speaker chosen by
the house, and that his proceedings therein were
approved by the commissioners of trade and plan-
tations, and thi;t he was thereupon directed by the

said commissioners to acquaint the council, (hat it

would not be thought fit that her Majesty's right

of having a negative upon the choice of a speaker
be given up, which was reserved to her Majesty,
as well by the charter, as by the constitution of
England."

JNotwKh.standing (he warm disputes in the pre-
ceding year, between the two houses, only one
new counsellor was chosen, John Burrill, Esq. of
Lynn, who had been many years speaker of the
house, but this year was sent to the board, in the
room of Mr.Iligginson. The houtc had been as
fond of this >^r. Burrill as of their eyes. His
temperate spirit until now had engaged (he whole
house in his favour, and from year to yoar, pro-
cured him a general vote, but (his year the house
were willing (o part with him for a gentleman ob-
noxious to the governor, which measure, it was
easy to forsee, must give a further occasion of con-
troversy.

Two of the newly elected counsellors were nega-
tived, Nathaniel Uy field, who had been soliciting
in England for the government when Colonel
Sliute was appointed, and John Clark, who was a

person of many valuable qualities, and obnoxious

only, for being strongly attached to Mr. ("ooke,

and having been a great sup])orter of the cause.

After the election, the governor mack' a turtlier

attempt to bring the house to a comi)liance by Hie

following speech. " (ientiemen, at the opening
of this session yo\i thought fit to make choice of

Elisiui ('ooke, l']sq. for your speaker, and n;ioii

your reporting of it (o me, 1 did decliirc my dis-

acceptancc of that election, and am firm in my
opinion that I had good right s(» (o do, by virino

of his Majesty's connnission and the powors re-

served bytiie royal charter, and am also confinred
in it by what I find transacted by the late d'over-

nor Dudley, during his administration, and also

by the opinion o( the right hononriible the lords of

trade and plantations in that matter. I must fur-

ther observe to you, that the person yoti have cho-

sen had invadetl the king my master's rights in the

woods of the province of Maine, though confirmed

to his Majesty by an act of the British parliament,

and I have received the tiianks of tlie right ho-
nourable the lords of trade and plantations for re-

moving him out of the council. He has ill treated

me, who am the king's governor, and has been
censured by the council for it, wliicli stands upon
record in the council books. How acceptable tliis

matter w ill be at home, considering the warning we
have lately had front the court of Great Britain

upon the account of passing the impost bill, will

be worthy of youv serious reflection. These
things 1 thought necessary to acquaint you with,
and advise you to return to your house and choose
some other person speaker, with a reservation of
your own rights, until you shall send to the court
of Great Britain lor the explanation of that part of
your charter relating to the affair of a speaker."
The house, immediately upon their return to

their chamber, entered into a debate upon this

speech, and the question being put, whether, for

u\c reasons assigned by his excellency, the house
will proceed to the choice of a new speaker ?— it

passed in the negative, nemine coittradtcntle.

The governor gave thcni no opportunity to pro-
ceed on any other business, for the next day he
sent for (hem up again, and after another short
speech dissolved the court. " Gentlemen, out
of a tender regard I have for the welfare of tliis

province, I shall give you the following advice
before we part ; that when it shall please (7od we
meet again in a general assembly, which shall be
as soon as possible, you will not let this province
suffer by the perverse temper of a particidar per-
son, but that you will choose one for a speaker that

Jtas noothcr view but that of the public good, one
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