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important transactions of private life. Those rules, at

every assizes, save scores of culprits whom jud^'es, jury,

and spectators firmly believe to be guilty. But when those

rules were rigidly apjilied to offences committed many
years befure, at the distance of many thousands of miles,

conviction was, of course, out of the question. We do
not blame the accused and his counsel for availing them-
selves of every legal advantage in order to obtain an
acquittal. But it is clear that an acquittal so obtained
cannot be pleaded in bar of the judgment of history.

Several attempts were made by tlie friends of Hastings
to put a stop to the trial. In lySg they proposed a vote of

censure upon Burke, for some violent language which he
had used respecting the death of Nuncomar and the con-

nection between Hastings and Impey. Burke was then
unpopular in the last degree both with the House and with
the country. The asperity and indecency of some expres-

sions which he had used during the debates on the

Regency hv :1 annoyed even his warmest friends. The vote

of censure was carried ; and those who had moved it hoped
that the managers would resign in disgust. Burke was
deeply hurt. But his zeal for what he considered as the

cause of justice and mercy triumphed over his personal
feelings. He received the censure of the House with
dignity and meekness, and declared that no personal mor-
tification or humiliation should induce him to flinch from
the sacred duty which he had undertaken.

In the following year the Parliament was dissolved
;

and the friends of Hastings entertained a hope that the

new House of Commons might not be disposed to go on
with the impeachment. They began by maintaining that

the whole.proceeding was terminated by the dissolution.

Defeated on this point, they made a direct motion that the

impeachment should be dropped ; but they were defeated

by the combined forces of the Government and the Oppo-
sition. It was, however, resolved that, for the sake of

expedition, many of the articles should be withdrawn. In

truth, had not some such measure been adopted, the trial

would have lasted till the defendant was in his grave.

At length, in the spring of 1795, the decision was
pronounced, near eight years after Hastings had been


