
^leftd. This mny be corwiilored ns one great cnuno '^f thb stiperidr

flavour of Dutch-cured fish, n» tho fish must sulTer to a certain ex-

tent every moment they remain without having saft applied to

them. In one point, however, our boats have an advantage over

tho Dutch vessels, that much finer netting can bo used in them,

tho weight of the Dutch vessels requiring stronger nets, made of

heavier twine, which is not likely to be so successful in taking fish

as nets made of twine of a liner description. Any general intro-

duction of the use of such vessels as are used by tho Dutch, how-

ever, cannot perhaps be looked for ; but it may be pointed out as

a thing most desirable, that tho boats employed by our fishermen

shruld be as large as possible, to be convenient for rowing in

calms. Were well-built, well-rigged, and well-found boats of

from 15 to 18 tons.moro common amongst our fishermen than they

arc, and were these always maned by at least six men and a boy,

wo should hear of fewer lives being lost—and much more might

be achieved by hardihood in contending with heavy seas and gale«

of wind, and thus much more fish might ho captured. But this l«

not all—for although the fish when caught could not perhaps be

cured directly on board of such boats, as they are with so much

jidvantiige in the Dutch vessels, they could, at least, be much bet-

ter preserved until landed, than they possibly can be in smnHer

boats. The boat ought to be put into perfect order, and properly

tarred, and the tar well hardened before the fishing season com-

mences, for if the tar happens to have been too recently applied,

those fish which accidentally touch the skin of the boat, will be con-

taminated wh!i a taste of tar, and as early caught fish are often

slightly salted and hurried to market, to obtain high prices as an

immediate delicacy, if tho flavour or even the smell of tar is per-

ceptible in the pickle or fish of a single barrel, the character of thb

whole parcel may be injured. It is most essential that all boats

should be furnished with pumps, the occasional working of which,

if necessary, will keep the boat dry, for nothing is found to be

more prejudicial to the fish than their being permitted to wash

backwards and forwards in a bath of sea-water, filling the bottom

of tho boat, by which they have their scale* rubbed off" by friction

against each other, and they are macerated in such a manner as to

}o$)e the greater and richer part of their natural juices, and to bi?-
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