
[ i69 ]

not be undcrftood by a council of war there,

and was not obeyed. See Byng's Tryal and

Defence,

That Admiral OJhcrne with thirteen (hips

of the line and one frigate, who failed to con-

voy a fleet of merchantmen the '^oth oi January
and returned the i 6th oi February i 756, might

and ought to have gone to Minorca, confidering

the expos'd lituation it was in, and the for-

wardnefs of the enemy's preparations at lou^

Jon, and that Great Britain^ in fparing thefe

Ihips, for this fervice, could not be inlultcd nor

injured by the fixteen iliipb then fitting out at

Bre/i or Rocbjort (part of whicii by the intelli-

gence the government had, could not be ready

till May) hecaufc, exclullve ot Mr. O/borne'%

fleet, there were ready to put to fea eight fhips

of the line, and twenty three frigates, and

thirty two of the line, and five frigates fitting,

and verv near readv ; nor fliould we in the

leall: degree have provoked an invafion, by
fending of this fleet to the Mediterrariean^ as

the enemy had not at that time made any prepa-

rations to execute fuch a fcheme j except march-
ing troops to the fta-coafl: ; and by all the in-

telligence, received to this time, the French

court had rejected every [>lan for that purpofe

as imprn(fticable, and mernt only to alarm and
difl:refs England^ by ordering troops to the fea-

coafts. ... ., . ,

That


