
VIII PREFACE.

iltirfioii of CiiloiicI >ront;igii to his Oniitholotiival Dicflonari/, uuiy

l)(' roiisiiltid with hoth piotit and satisractioii.

|{(it ill r«s|i«Mt to s\steiii, if we ex<t-|»t IJ«lon. (msiim-. Ahho-

vatuhis, and .Inhnsfoii, all of whtiiii liavf made, more or less, at((in|its

at ai'i'anu«'ni(>nt, tlure are but few wUo have taktii mure than a

d<Mdloiy view of the matter.

Our (oiintrvinaii, the irreat liav, therefore, inav he iii>tlv roii-

sidered the first author of system, and it is to him that we are indebted

for the valuable Oniitholotry of Francis \\'illuju:hby, Esq. whieh,

tlionuh published as tar bark as the year 1()7J>, has not lost if^

eeleliiity; but iVom that time <>rnitholo<ry l^s made a ra[)id |iroi>res<.

From heuee we are naturally led to the name of the e\er to be

remendieivd r.innaiis, who not only lias doseante«l lar;;«'ly on llinls,

but, at one view, drawn to..,.tlier, as it were, all nature* and her

productions, into his Si/s/eiiiu »\V//w/«, niul his nnthod, as far a^

relat(?s to our subject, has served as u basis, to (he present day.

There is one thiuir, however, which has appeared uiuucouuti.'de.

and ill whieh he ditlers from Hay. The latter separated all birds

into (wo uraiid divisions; the one, those which fre«pient laiul—lh«-

other, those which frecpieut water: but Liiiiueus «livides the land

birds into two parts, placiii,!; the water birds between. This has e\er

seemed to us unnatural, ami has, theretore, not been admitted in the

present work. Me prefer Hay's oriijinal arran,u;ement, but adhere to

the Jjiniaan (ienera, e\<ept in such instances as manifestly required

a deviation : and it will not escape the reatler's attention, that ue

have, from this necessity, ourselves tbrmed .several new ones; I'oi

instance, in the Synopsis—AVattle-binI, Channel-bill, IMant-eutter,

Plautain-eater, Coly, Menura, Tinamou, Sheath-bill, CVreopsis.


