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His'oiic.il %'•!

XX

(No. 30.) " Foreign Ojflet, June 29, 184C.

"Sir, (Z".-?.—//(/// 1, ],S4(;.)

" Her Miijosty's' Odvoninient Imvn received tliis day, with tlic greatest siUiafai^tiDii, ymir dcspaloh

No. 77 111' tlic null iiistiiiil, ill wliii li Villi iiniicniiici! llic accoplanco by tlio Siiiali^ (if tliu liiul't of Tivaty

for the seltlriiH'iil nf ilic (liv;,'oii .[luvHtinii, wliii.'li wua convoyed In ynu in my df.s|inl(.'li N'o. 1'.) of the

IStli of ^[ay, iiiid iil.sci tile iiileiitioii uf the l'rc9idi.'Ul to iirufCed furlliwitli to the coiiiipletinn of tlic

projHwed Coiivciilioii.

" In your di'sinitcli yoii .slate that Mr. I'lichanan had obaerv'ed ; you that the iirivilepe of

iinviLTiitiiiL; the ( 'oluniliiii ilixcr, uhicli, by tlie second Aitich; of the ('onveiitioii, i.s .secuivil to li,c

Iliidson'.s I'liy ('niii|iiiny mid to liiilisli siibjecld trailing; willi the ."anie, wa.s iindurHtood by the Seniili-

to \n\ limited (o the diiriiljnii of the lieenee luider which the Coiiijiaiiy now carry oil their ojieriitions in

the eonntry west of the llueky Mount aiiis ; to which obsevvatioii you very jiroiierly rejilied that the

Article |iro|io;ie(l by Her Majesty's (lovcnimeiit siioke for it.ielf

" Xothini,' in fait can well bo clearer than the laiij,'ua;.;e of that Article. In drawiii},' it uji I hai!

not the .sinnlle.st intention of re.strictini» the liiitish ri^'lit to navigate thi! Cohiinbia in the manner

siiiiposed, nor can I (:om]iielieiid how such a suiijiosition could have been enlertained by the .Semite, fur

1 haverea.sou to know that Mr. MacLaue fully and faithfully rciiorled to hi.s (Joverninent all that jias.seii

between himself and me resiiectiiii,' the navij^ation of the t'oluiiibia. In every conversation that wo held

on the Rubject of the iirojiosed Treaty, I not only declared to Mr. Macl.ane that we luu.st insist on tl.i

penii:inent ri^lit beiiiL; secured to us to navijjate the Columbia, but I even shewed him the jirojcct el

the Treaty, and, on hi.s ex]ires,sinj; an aii[ireheiisiou that the jirovisioii contained in the second Artide

would not be* accepted unle8.s the ri;,'ht of navigation were limited to a term of years, I [lositively

declined to accede to this suggestion.

" I think it right to state these fact.s, in order to obviate any misa]iiirelien.-]ion which might jiossibly

hereafter bo raised on the construct' an of the second Aiticlc of the Oregon Treaty.

"
1 am. Sec.

(Signed) " AiiKum-icN.

" P..'^. July 1.—.'^ince writing thi.s despatch, T have held a conversation with Mr. MacLane, in which

he has freely and fully contiriiKMl all that I have stated above with reference to his own understundinf;

of the intent uf the second Article of the Oregon Treaty."

(Signed) "A."

'I'wo siil)scqticnt dospatclios of ^Ir. PaKoiilinm to Viscount Palinerston (who Iiad

succeeded Liiril Aberdeen us Her Miije^ty's I'riiieipal Secretary ol' State i'of l"oixMj,ni

Allair.-l arc as follows :

—

(No. 100.)

" My Lord. " jrashhigtoii, July 29, 181G
'• Owing to one of iho.se irregularities which arc not unfrer|uontly wiliies.sed in this country, the

President's Message to the Senate, subiuitting, for the advice and oiiiiiion of that body, the iiMijiositioi

lately made liy ]Ier Majesty's t'lovcrnmeiil for llie settlement of the Ongon tjHiestion, and various

other papers coimected with that triinsactiim, have found their way into the public papers, nolwithstaiui-

ingthat the injunction of sicresy has not yet been removed.

" Amongst other jiapers thus publislieil, a eollectioii of which 1 have the honour to inehise,* will hr

found a desjialeh from Mr. ]\racLane to his Government, vciioiting what had jiassed between the l^ail (Jf

Aberdeen and himself with relation to the pro]iosition which Lord Aberdeen was aliuut to make to thi

Government, for the partition of the Oregon Territory.

" It would ajipear from this despatch that Mr. Mai'Lane had no expectation that the terms jiroposc :

by Her ^Majesty's Government woidd be accejitcd here ; that he discouraged any such oxjiectation ei.

the juit ot JFer ]\rajesty's Govcrniuont, considering as 'erroneous' an impression, which he found ha i

been produced in England, 'that the Senate would accejit the proiiosition now offered, at least without

any material modilication, and that the President would not take the responsiliility of rejecting \i

without considting the Senate ;' and, finally, that ho gave it as liis opinion to the American Govern-

ment that the offer then made was not submitted as an ' ultimatum,' nor intended as such ; in short

that some modification of its terms would, without much difliculty, ho acceded to by England.

• There was inclosed in the dcspaicli a copy of thi; Baltimore Sun newspaper of 23rtl July, 184G.
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