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nt vai'i'iiiH ))(>ints iit>ar the Nliort', uiid

uloiijf the hunks of the hiijfer Hvei-H, jmr-

ticMihirly tlie Skiijf't and Stilijfuainisli, for

many miles haek ; yet tliey are widely

ticattt'red, and the |)o))ululion is very seant

compared to the N<(uar(> miles of U'rritory

over which it is dis|K'i'sed. The (•n)|)s

raised are wlieat, <tats, rye, and pease al

most wholly ; hut of these tin- yield to the

acre is very larjfe. No immijrration of con-

sequence has tjone there for several years,

nor is it likely to, until the Northern Pa-

cific or some other line lias made [i easih'

accessible by rail, and placed inducements

before iinmij^rants. At j)resent commu-
nication is had with Seattle, the metropo-

lis of the I'ujjet Soui d rejfioii. by a week-

ly steamer touchin^^ at the ))()ints I have
mentioned, and at several islands. An-
otluM* little steamer niaki's a weekly trip

from Port Townsend to the archipela-

go and Whatcom by a slijfhtly dilferent

course, and tliert^ is a ferry between Port

Townsend and Whidi)y Island. Beyond
this tlir^ people travel almost wholly by
canoes and sail-boats, since overlaiul roads

and trails are fins aiul very roujrh.

The channels of this arciiipelajro and
th(! apiu'oaclies to the mainland are very

intricate, and in bad weather even dan).rer-

ous, thei-e beinjf little <food f^round for

auchorinj;, and many hidden rocks. The
f^reat diUlcully to be dreaded is the tre-

mendous force of the titles wliich sweep
down Kosario Strait, "produciiiir." in the

words of the coast pilot, "a roar like the

sound of a iinlv of wind lliroufrh a forest."

The lij^ht wiiuls of summer are often in-

efVective in keepiu},' a vessel under the

guidance of her rudder in the midsL of

these swirling currents; and as fogs are

then most liable to occur, the navigation

in Bellingham Bay is liazardous and often

delayed. Once behind Eli.sa Island, how-
ever, a line (capacious harbor is found, with

shores having many advantages; but the

danger of sail navigation in reaching

there, the expense of towage as tlie other

alternative, and its di.ntance from the sea,

will prevent its ever taking front rank as

a port among the many harbors .so much
easier andquicker of access to ocean-going

ships.

South of Rosario Straits and tlie archi-

pelago stretches north and .south the long

narrow strip of Whidby Island, distin-

guished by having no elevations to anu)unt

to anything, by being to a large extent

mnvooded, and by bearing sevei-ul groves

of inirdwood tM-es, <'hiefly oaks. Here,

since the earliest (N'cu|iation, farming has
been carried on with great nucci>sh. and
the island has several liUle hamlets, sucrh

as<'onpevill»' ami Crescent Bay.
Port Townsend is an oM point of Helih;-

nuMit, the site impri'ssing its favorable

features upon the minds of the early v<),v-

agers. Here tlie Strait of Fuca turns

southward into Admiralt.v Inlet, out of

the western shore of which ojM'ns P«»rl

Townsend Bay, a piece of sheltered water
ati'ording fifty s(piare miles of gtMid an-
chorage, ))rotected from (ivery storm ex-

cept the southeasters. The shores of this

baj' are jirecipitous and solidly woo<led,

but nt its entrance the high blutl's of the

noitliern side are S4'|)arated from the
wiuer by a flat broad enough to accom-
modate the business part of a large town.
On tliis flat and on the level bliiir behind
it Port Townsend is built, a situation

combiniMg many advant^iges, and liaving

the single disadvantage of hu'k «)f fresh-

water. This, however, is easily procured
by wells, and can be brought without
great expen.se from the distance *)f half a
dozen miles when it shall be needed. The
people of Port Townsend were originally

from New England, and a very comfort
able, cleanly air pervades the phwe, whi<'li

lacks that brash. temp<»rarv appearance so

common in C'aiifornian villages and so

offensive to an J^stern man. It is evi-

dt>nt that the jieople here liave "come to

sta.v," and take an interest in local ad-

vanci'inent lieyoiid the mere desire to sell

to some half-deluded immigrant <ui the

strength of wild pulKiig. This i.s appar-

ent not only in what one sees from the

street, but in the refinement which betrays

itself in the dress and manners of the peo-

ple, exhibiting a degree of mental cultiva-

tion quite remarkable in a frontier vil-

lage.

The quiet of tlie streets and the lac;k of

country wagons causes the stranger to

wonder liow the many well-stocked shojis

and warehouses are able to live, until lie

reflects that they get their sup])ort largely

from the surrounding settlements, some
of which ai-e fift.v miles away, and from
the .ships making this their harbor. All
these customers (of whom the Indians
form by no means a small or unprotitalde

jnu't) come and go in boats, making no
stir, but carrying away "a heap of gooids,

"

as I heai'd one merchant express it.

This being the port of entry, all steam-
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