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igscientific examination and classification, probably occiipyii

a year or two, the final distribution will be made as may
please Her Majesty. To the two men only w.hc actually

dug up the treasure, is any share of the find lawf\illy due.
The proprietor of the estate, can demand nothing,
although every reason exists for believing that when the
investigation is over, he will receive back any portion he
may in reason ask for."

" The kingdom of Fife, in which the Montrave estate is

situated, is rich in Historical tit-bits, and there, as

elsewhere, old coins and other relios are, no doubt, appro-
priated by the finders oftener than given up. On the
estate of Largo, some years ago, an interesting and
valuable suit of silver armour Avas found by a vagrant
pedlar who unfortunately kept his secret until d.s-osing of
his find in the ordinary course of his trade, by ptddling it

piece by piece away, he lost to the country -i priceless relij

of the fierce old times." It has ever been considered as

the common interest of mankind to concur in the preser-

vati-n of old coins, for few monuments have contributed

more to establish history upon a sound and trustworthy

basis than the numary monuments.

And now leaving the museum, I turn to our extensive

library, comprising upwards of thirteen thousand volumes.

It would be difficult to construct a sentence which could

convey an adequate idea of the collection of valuable books
which it contains. Since the formation of the Society,

many rare and valuable volumes have been damaged and
destroyed by fire, but the liberal contributions which have
since been made, from time to time, by the Government
and by private individuals, have enriched the library with
works which illustrate the truths of history, and exhibit

the progress of science. The members of the Council, in

making their selection of books, have not been unmindful


