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Christian dispensation. Nor again, shall I dvvoll on that

great tradition, which is the corner stone of Protefltantisrny

the denial of all tradition-tho doctrine that the IMble is

the sole rule of religious belief and practice, and that

ovoi-ything bearing on Christian faith and worship which

^
is not to be found within its four cornevs, i>s to bo regarded

as the doctrine and commandment of nieii. My concern

is rather with certain historical traditions, which are

tenaciously held by those who reject the cinims of the

Catholic Church, and which form with muny perbons a

principal reason for such rejection. *

There arc, as I have said, many traditions. There are

true traditions, and there are false tiaditions; and they

are true or false, according to the truth or falseness of their

origin. As no stream can rise higher than its source, and

as the strength of a chain cannot exceed 1 hut of its fii'st

link: so the authenticity of any traditioij must depend

upon its first beginnings .; .. :

Now there are certain popular traditions hold in our

midst today, which, in the cause ot ti-uih, I wouhl fain see

shattered. They arc wide spread. They havo been im-

plicitly believed for generations. They .ire received as

absolute truth by thousands ; and tJiey form, among En-

glish speaking people at any i-ate, an immense ob'^tacle

to the Catholic r ligion. So iong as they are a<cepted as

facts, it ia almost useless to look for the extensive spread

of Catholicism amongst us. It is, therefore, all important,

in the cause ot truth, that they be shewn to be unfounded.

Let us then make some enquiry concerning them.

The first tiadition ihat T aru going to examine, is the

belief, widely held among those who reject the claims of

the Catholic Church, that, previous to the time of Martin

Luther, the Bible was practically an unknouMi book, and

would have contirjued to be so, had it not been providon-

tiall}' discovered by Luther in the [own of Erfurt, in

Cerraany, about the year 1507. The circumstances of this

discovery are set oat in great detail in what I may call

the authorized version of this tradition. A picture not


