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not invalidato Balzac's psvfholojry. His hcauty and gontlc-
iic.-s would naturally appeal to Hstli.r, just as his pliant will

Jiiailo him a lit subject for \'autrin's fjmit expcriniciit. Nor
is this experiment an unnatural one. since a similar one is

made whcnevur a child is adopted {('f. also "I'eie (ioriof
and "Les Marana.") As for (he daini that "Splendeurs et
Miseres" sull'ers because Lueieii is so we:ik a bero, it may be
answered that he is no more the irue liero of tiie book than
Adam is of "l»aradi>e Lost." \'autrin is Balzac's Satan and
Hsther is his Eve, and. when criticism has had its say, we fall

hack upon the incontrovertible fact that Balzac has made
these two charactiTs central liirurcs in intri<,nies that are in-
tensely interest in..'—perhaps as interest ini: as are to be found
in the whole ran^'e of prose iiction. He has also displayed
remarkable skill in utilizinif as suijordinate jiersonai^'es a very
large nundjer of characters drawn from the most important
groups of the "Comedy." Through Lucien we are brought
into relaticms with the Grandlieus and their exclusive set,

with the dandies, and witii the Journalists. Through Jacques
Collm we make aequaintance with J'rudcnce Servien, I'ac-

(ard and other criminals only less strong and astute than
their remarkable chief. Through Xueingen and his senile
passion we become interesteil in the thre.' great detectives
and their method.s. We hold our breath a> "the combat deep-
en-^." We shudder at the fate that befalls i,ydie and Esther,
I'eyrade and Contenson. We confess at the end of the ..lecond

part that no author has done more than Balzac to prove that
evil ways lead to the retribution described in tlie third part.

It is needless to comment at length upon the merit of
-pecial scenes and passages. From the opening pages dcserip-
live of the Opera we feel that we are in the master's hands
ind that he can do with us what he will—that he can take us
lo the convent where Esthi>r tries vainly to overcome the
'I feet s of heredity and environment; that he can lead us
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