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BRITISH TRABE POLIOY.
'lho Itrititth people at home rnay ha as strnug

belover8 ln fre trade now ats they wore ton
yeare ag o. but nt the saine titre thorn appis to
ho a grow ing dissatisfaction with their present
trade policy Omninous mutterings have corne
froin leading mon and froin leading trade
centres and commercial bodies, whiola show
tbt thora is imueh unrest in the publie rpind
upon this question. Il in a prevailing belief
that publice opioia in Great Britain inmouldcd
very sloivly, and vve do oot look there for such
rapid changes in publie policy as we have beent
accitBtomCd to on this continent. Novertbe-
leus, this feeling of dissatisfaction with the
trode policy of tho country soumis to have
spread abroad in a remarkable short time. A
most remarkable eveot heu recently transpired
in Eogland, svhich bias brougbt this feeling
proininently to the surface. Wu refer t0 the
action of the Varifi comimittce of the chainher of
commerce of the important city of Birmingham,
in recomniending that the govee~nct he urged
to incroase the duties on Spanish productions
ianported ioto the UnJited Kingdoir. Titis
resolution did nlot go any furtber than the com-
mittee jith whomn it originatod, as it was not
concuirred in by the counicil of the charuber, but
ait tho sains ime it shows the now trenil of
opinion. It is a number of such occurrences as
theso whicb show a strong undercurrent of dis
satisfaction with tho prenent trado policy of the
country. Birmingham bas lieret-fore beau
known as a free trade stronghold, and now a
special meeting of the chambor of commerce is
ta bc hold ta discuse the wholu tarifi' question,
growing out of tho resolution of the tariffconi-
mitnee Incidents of titis nature twa or three
years ago would bave takeon ail England hy
surprise, and the people wouid hava bean
wondering if a lunatia asylumn bad been lot
looso. Now Vbey r re of quito common aient-
ronce.

rita direct cause of the discussion brougbit
about in tha Birminghamn chamber, in the
trmination of the commercial trcaty with
Spain and bier colonies. Uotai tbo tiret of July
lest, Gireat Britain and colonies trnded with
the Spanisb dominions under as favorable
termeans any aLter coantry. It will bae under-
8taod that moust European countries have vary-
iug tariffs, and British produats were ad.
mitted into Spanisb dominions under what is
known as the mosi, favorcd nation clause.
ibis Vreaty torminatedl un the tiret of .1 û13, and
B3ritish agents wbo went to Matdrid, bave faaled
Vo negotiate a now treaty with Spain. At the
saino tinte, it wjll hu romemburcd that Spain
lha iinade a treaty with the 'Uniteil States,
%îliib gives the latter couutry great advantages
in tue Spanisb dominions, particularly in Cuba
and the other Spaniso WVeat lndino puer~-'nions.

Great !Lritain ias beont vory tanfortunate of
late in bier etadoavors to negotiato treaties of
commerce with othor nations, and ono bias not
far to look tu discua the %cauo -.. Lib. Al

tito pfrni 1>al nations ut the rl~liaý
adopted the iîigb tariff plan 9; ecat itain
alorto stands a.. frac trado .ountry. Witen
two high tariff ceunitries mnet ta negotiato a
treaty, each bas to malie concessions. E.ic
country lias certain produots wbicit it ivants tu
8t.1 tu the vti.Ut vil as i.À,ur&àL1. tý ais
Possaible, autJ la .rder t., obînu fa..urable ttri,,
mutual cuntoossa ýs trust Le nade 1-4t, iten

Great iBtitain gues ta a high.tariff country ta
jaok fui a ..onrirr.etaal trcdtý, 8he Las Il. una

cessions ta inake, fur the reasun that in bur f reo
jtrW.e policy sbo bas already coû..eJt;kl o.ery-
thfog. lîgh tariff ca)untries, liLy Spain, are
therefore vcry independcaat in the matter.
Spain did not &ive the Casited States sudt a
favorablo treaty on account for any love for the
reptîblia. 'Ibo Spaniard doce not regard the
United States wvith favor, on account of the
supposed longing the latter country bias for tîte
possession of Cuba and Porto Rico. But >pain
was obliged to make great concessions Vo the
United States, in ordor to obtain an adinittance
for lier îîugar, tobacco, etc., into the republaý..
Spain is in need of revenue, and since bier louse
of revenue on bier importe trron the United
State, she is ail the more in need of revenue
train uther sources. 8adnt he ta nuit
likely to gîve up bier revenue upon Britisb
gouda, uriless thtrc ia 8ume 8trunt; induumet.t
Vo do so.

It is not with free trade as a principle that
tbe British peoplo are hecoming tlissatisified.
Thoy no douht stili helieve tuat frc trade i.4
the right principl a. But wbiie admitting the
principle, the tact .'aat British gooe. are overy.
where being iocked ont, while tho mont etrorgly
protoctioutat cauntries are, by orenus of ttir
bigb tariff, forcing favorable treaties fraim other
countrios, is someothing whicb is calculitedt Vo
make aven frc traders resort to soma maya in
self defence. Thte British people are noV likely
tu adopt a policy af protection for any -esartn of
love of the principle of protection at boine, bu..
ivhat may be calied a poficy ai tarati retaliation,
may be a inatter of serions consideratton in te
ner future.

FOLITICS IN THÉ WEST.
The Weast now returns a soiid and unbrokenl

support Vo the presenit party in power at Otta
tva. Robt. Watson, niember for tho electorali
division of Marquette, Manitoba, vvas tho only'
opposition meanher of parliament froain tia
WVest, in tha present bouse. Ho resigned aise
sent a short titre ago, tu a.....ept a portfoli> in
tho local gavornimont uf Mlanituba%, and nuw N.
Boyd, a supporter of the Ottawa governmeaat,
bias beenu clected in bis old constituency, by
acclamation. Thus the only eonstituoncy field
by the opposition in tho Dominion ibouse,
vest of Lako ýS.periur, lias been loat tu thea.,
and another name bas heurn added to the large
and growing majvrity foi the b'avernimont.a
iMnitoba, the Tari toriez, and B tlB Celunij
bia Duw send only supporters tf the. got crui
ment to Ottawa.

Whby is this thus in a q1 uestion wbich may
ho asked. la it because the policy of the gov.
ernont in parti.larly favorable tu the WVest
Woll, hardly. Thora is oua direc tien in whiuh
tha puli,y of thc. prencrnt _.ru.... Lu.. e
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..ieied viath fa'.or in te W".. , la omParîson
vnith t le poliy of Lite oplition. It bans bech
les possiînistic. The WVest in not possimistie.
It secs a grat fute beforo the country. It
laa faiti n tho future, wmd is buoyant and
saLguino. Sa muaIt pesimistic wbining lias
'..ua fault lo'adtts ut Liio opposition ayoiupt
Lahjarale tu titi' East, tiàat i. ha"t rauýeat;ed tha
%%est lerbaps vvtil tthe ivhulu pilcy of the
yclopt Liberal party.

Buét tu faturm ta Vtia ,1uuBtîuu, 'la thei paicy
of the governrr.vut partieularly favorable te the
WVest . Most omphnticaily we say NO. 11ro.
toction in the distinguishîng policy of the
party in power. Now, whîatovor may ho said
in fa%. or of protection in the eIder provinces of
the East, these arguments bosen tlieir force wbeai
we corne West. fleo protection iu a iaonvy
burden ta ha borne, front whatever ie it may
be viewcd. It may benefit Eastern manufac.
turing centres, but it dae sa by inecasing
taxation upoat the West. Owing Vo our gea-
grapiaical position, and to other causes, te
higIt tarit! ta.' presses most heaviiy upon te
%% est, and the peuple hiero, thaugh limated in
means, are obiiged to contribueo more than
their sbareofa taxes tu te national treasury.
It lias lre1outly Lean targud, tiaat a.vîng t0 the
pressure ai tarbil taxation upon the We'st,
tk, g'arnan tilk.uitd alluvv titis portion ut
Lte Dominion some compensating prîtilegesî iat
saine other direction, but titis dlaimt bas nover
been recognized at Ottawa.

Why thon, wo may rask agatn, tits solid sup-
port of tbe government in power !Ooe.princi
pal renson wuc may give in tbe more complote
urganization of the goeronent forces. [ho
opposition, it may be said, baz been practically
witbout organization boere. The opposition
pnrty bias received little, in facet ttc may say
no assistance front the cast, and thora bas hecu
nothiog like a genoral organizi.tion of the
party. The faut tîtat a guverument supporter
lias juset Leen returned unopposed in an opposi.
Vian constituenuy, provea titis. The govcrn
ment party naturally lias botter facilities fur
organiation in tbe newer and more Vbinly
populated districts,vvbicb anako up the western
constitueucies. Thero are the large numbor ai
governinent officiais whvb givo valuable assist.
nce in the work ai organi/ing tite political

forces. Besides, in a sanaîl Population, these
vcry governînent officiais count for considerablo
in the riiatter of voteb alonc, in an election con-
test.

It is also 3upposed that the country beiug
nuit aud in sipet.ial ated of the patronizing care
ut te gverniment, that it in an ndvantage for
the newer districts te send supporters, rather
than opponients ai the party in power. Titis is
no doubt a inistaike. Docile followors are leus
likely Vo receivo spevial attention than active
uppuncuts, under aur systeai ai gavernaient.

If the opposition as a Party wisb Vo gain
sanie footing an the Weet,the firet thing ncces-
atry will be ta btabaad aine o£ their mi puo-
sirnîstically inJined leaders, theri stop prating
continually about an alleged exodus, and give
lus Vime tu the invention ai statisties ta provo
that the country il going Vo eternal smash.
Tbis couldbefollowcd up by fually renounicingtbc
foolisît poliay o! commercial union, and adopt.
iiag a, truc, Libcral juli.. ut frac irade. Tho


