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lumber manufacturers from realizing more thana
limited profit on their product. One of those
was the increased price of logs, consequent upon
the timber adjacent to the mills having become
exhausted. ‘The other was the extreme compe-
tition from United Swates manufacturers, who
secured the bulk of the Kootenay trade, and who,
having lree access to both the United States and
Canadian markets, used the border towns in
British Columbia as & dumping ground for their
low grade lumber,

The outlook tor 18gg is better than it was one
yeat ago. To meet the conditions caused by the
scarcity of accessible timber, combined efforts
have been made 1o advance the price of lumber,
and with some success. Logging railways are
also being constructed by some manufacturers,
which will facilitate the getting of a normal
supply of logs.

‘The shipments from British Columbia to foreign
countrics List year were 49,000,000 feet, valued
at $406,000, as compared with 68,000,000 feet,
valued at S600,u00, in 1897.

The table below shows the value of shipments
to the different countrics for the past two years @

SMEeMENTS iy COUNTRIES.

1397. 1893,

Australia $188,955 $176,303
Uoned Kingdom 154,084 43,288
China 57,934 751303
South Africa .. 71,240 50,111
South America 49,227 4351400
Japan ... 30,084
United States 25,602 17,500

Towd .. .. $607,732 $400,001

The noticeable feature in the above returns is
the fulling off in the shipments to the United
Kingdom. Itis understood that manufacturers
received numerous enquiries for clear spruce
deals for shipment to that country, but the cost
of transportation prohibited a profitable business.
It will also be noted that last year no shipments
were made to Japan.  The decrease in the toreign
trade is no doubt due, in a large degree, to the
high freight rates prevailing, but it is hoped that
during 1899 the lost ground will be recovered,
and also business will be transacted on a larger
margin of profit.

TUE BRITISII COLUMBIA SHINGLE INDUSTRY.

A member of the trade furnishes the following
able review of the shingle industry of British
Columbia during 1898 :

SiR,~—In some respects the shingle trade of British
Columbia was disappointing last year.  The business
opened about the usual time last spring, and the demind
continued very good until about the ead of June, when
it diopped off suddenly—particulacly in Ontario. By the
end of July some of the Lirge mulls closed dowa, and re-
mamed wdle for three months § «and almost all the other
nulls, whose output s of any conmderable importance,
curtiailed their daily cut about fifty per cent., and at the
sane time did not run steadidy the balance of the yeaur.
It 15 also 10 be noted that all the manufacturers engagred
exclusvely m the manulacture and shipment of shingles,
complain that the volumie of rade to Mamtoba was very
small during 1898, This s acconnted for, to some extent,
by the fact that & number of the lumber dealers through-
out Manitoba had a considerable stock of shingles on hand
at the end of 1897 ; also that large quantitics of Puget
Sound shingle were impmted into Manitoba last year.
All poimts in Manitoba reached onhy by the Northern
Pacific Railway use Poget Sound <hingles exclusively,
while Winmpey, Brandon and Portage 1a Praisic, the
largest nlaces in Manitobi, and being also reached by the
N. I Railway, take & great many Washington shingles,

I would estimate the total rail shipments of B. C. shin-
gles for 1808 1t 125,000,000, Perhaps balf of this amount
went to Ontanie, and the bakince to Mamtoba, the North
West Territories and imterior points in this province. |
thank that from 100 to 175 mlbon a yvear may be set down
as the total Canadian market tos Bo C. shungeles.

The yearly capauty of the existing shingle anlls of tins
province, running ten hours per day, s 350,000,000, and
by operatiy tght and day tles may be doubled. Tt will
be seen from these figures how mach the presemt supply
is in excess of the demand,

The prive of R CL o shingles in Ontario has been exceed-
ingly low duringy the last three or fous years,  In fact,
some of the mills here have discontinued shipping to
Ontario altogether, claiming that they coutd not possibly
produce shungles and defiver them there at the prices that
have been ruling during the past few years.  The price
obtained in Manitoba and the North-Weat was slightly
better last year than it bas been for some tune, but it is
il oo law, by at least 25 cents per thonsand, to make
the business safe and profitable.

A feature of the B. C. shingle business that is becoming
marked, is the growing scarcity of cedar timber near the
mills suitable for making shingles : s¢ much so is this 1l.e
case that one of the fargest manvlacturers inwhe provinece
has this year moved his mill to a point on the coast north
of this city, in order to be assured of a steady supply of
timber.  This means extra handling, and towing shingles
on barges from the mill to the railway, and a resultant
greater cost of production.  The time has now practically
passed on his coast for shingle manufacturers to get tim-
ber within a radius of a half to three mules of thewr mulls,
permitting it to be hauled m direct wih teams. This
handy timber accounts for the astonishingly low prices at
which red cedar shingles have been sold. In fact, the
value of the standing timber for shingle bolts has hardly
been taken into consideration, the cost of the bolts simply
being the labor of making them i the woods, and hauling
them a short distance to the mills. It can thercfore be
readily seen that this question of timber supply will make
it absolutely impossible for manufacturers to very much
longer sell shingles at the preseat prices. It will also
have a tendency to prevent only those with ample capital
from embarking in the business,

The Canadian importations of U.S. lumberand shingles
previously noted, naturally calls to mind the present jug-
handled lumber tanff now in exsstence between this coun-
try and the United States.  So far as the shingle business
in British Columbia is councerned, it is not a mater of
beingr unableto compete with American manufacturers, but
simply a question of the division of a4 home market with
Puget Sound manufacturers, nothwithstanding that it s
nore than fifty per cent. too small for the existing mills in
this province, if they were operated steadily the whole
year.

Manitoba and the North-West is our natural market,
and we are certainly fairly entitled to the whole of that
trade until such time, at least, as the Americans will give
us free access to their market.

We entertain the hope, however, that at the next session
of Parliament the Dominion Government will come to our
relief, by placing an import duty on lumber and shngles
equal to the American duty. So far as the U.S. 1s con-
cerned, wecertainly hold the trump card in the matter of
forest products.

1 confidently betieve that if our Government would take
a bold and firm stand, and place a prolubitive export duty
on logs and wood pulp, and an import duty on rough and
dressed lumber, shingles and sash and door factory work,
equal to the U.S. duty on similar Canadian procucts, that
it would only be a question of a short time when the
Americans-would come forward and ask tor recaiprocity
with us on lumber and its products on a fair and equitable

basis.
H. H. S.
Vancouver, B.C., January rz2th, 1899.

PUBLICATIONS.

The Covel Manufacturing Company, of Chicago, have
favored us with a copy of their catalogue of machinery
and tools forthe care of saws, which contains illustrations,
descriptions and prices of the numerous machines manu-
factured by this firm. The Covel Manufacturing Comn-
pany are represented in Canada by the William Hamilton
Manufacturing Company, of Peterborough, Ont., who
have made a large sale of their filing room machinery
and other tools to Canadian sawmill owners.

Our two esteemed Chicago comtemporaries, The Tim-
berman and The Northwestern Lumberman have joined
forces, and on the first of the year appeared as one jour-
nal, bearing the name of the American Lumberman,
Mr. ). E. Defebaugh, editor of the Timberman, takes the
position of editor of the new journal, while the business
end has been placed in the hands of Mr. W. B. Judson,
the late editor of The Northwestern Lumberman. The
result of this change will, no dcubt, be beneficial atlike to
the parties interested and the lumber trade in general,
and 10 our contemporary we *xtend our best wishes.

TRADE NOTES.

For an 1899 calendar we arc indcbted to Walter Wil-
son & Son, of St. Johin, N.B. Th firm, which has been
cstablished over 50 years, are manufacturers of band,
circular, drag, grang, shingle, and cross-cut saws.

The Jenckes Machine Co., of Sherbrooke, Que., recent-
ly shipped the Boulder Gold Mwming Co., Rat Porntage,
Ont., two large Locomotive type boilers, 8 x 10 Hoisting
engine, and complete portable saw mill plant, with engine
and boiler.

The Saginaw Manufacturing Company write us that
they have sold the Gilbert Band Re-saw business, con-
sistingr of gzood mill, machincry, paticrus, and parts o
Wm. B, Mershon & Co., of Saginaw, who willbe ina
position to fumish necessary repairs to the Gilbert Band
Re-saw,

The Jenckes Machine Company, of Sherbrooke, are
adding a large number of tools 1o their plant, some o which
may be mentioned  a 14 feet Vertical and Turing Lathe,
a 34 feet Shafiing Lathe, a new ten ton Cupola, which is
being put in placs in the foundry, and another Air Com-
pressorin the tailor shop.

Mr. Madison Williams, of Port Perry, Ont., reports
that trade is brisk with an outlook for grreat enlargement.
Recent orders include the following : 1wo 84 inch Leffel
Turbines for J. A. Booth, Ottawa ; onc 26}s inch Leffel,
with shafting, gearing, &c., for J. C. McLceod, Middle

—— 7'
River, N.S. ; steel flume 5 feet dinmeter for W, o
Cadmus, Ont.

The Jenckes Machine Company, of She:brogke
builders of the Dake Engine, are now prepared ‘0;&:
those engines with dynamos direct connected, forg
lighting installations, of from 15 to 150 lights, Ty,
markable perfection to which this engine has beeg
oped, and the simplicity and economy attending itsox
ation, marks the tuture for this arrangement,

Messrs, W B. Mershon & Co., Saginaw, Mich,
nounce to the trade that they have purchased froag
Saginaw M'fg. Co., the Gilbert Band Re-saw busen
They state that the greatly increased demand for g,
re-saws was taxiog their present manufactunng capg
toits utmost, and it became necessary Yo ncreay y
facilities by purchasing the Gilbert equipmoent and aee
ing their stock of manufactured machines, whenitiy ]
to take care of their customers’ requiremems a-4epff
prompt delivery.
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THE FILER AND THE SAWYER,
“ By MEcnanic.”

EvERY competent saw filer should have yq
knowledge of running saws. Sometimesitowc
that well-fitted saws are found to be runs
suaky, making bad lumber, although the mij,
in perfect condition. The trouble is thay
guides are closed too tightly against the sx
causing the rim to heat and run snaky. Ity
old saying that a good sawyer can do fairlyp
work with a poorly fitted-up saw, and a
sawyer can spoil a good saw and butcher upty
lumber. Therefore it is a great advantage tothf
filer to have a practical knowledge of rumy
saws, as he can detect at once whether the fat
is in the saw or in the sawyer. As a rule, if iy
saw makes a crooked cut, it is said to be ik
fault of the filer. Some times jt is the fautdf |
the filer, but in nine cases out of ten the filys
aot at fault.

There is a class of travelling uncertaintiestby,
either by being clever with the tongue, oris}
misrepresentation, are fortunate sometimes w§
get a position as filer or sawyer, as the castmy
be. I have seen one of these take hold of ass
lever and rush the carriage backward andlc
ward, crowding the saw beyond its capadi,
spoiling the lumber and straining the saw. Godf
sawyers should be quick and energetic; and it
man who can maintain and repair his own sn
bas marked qualifications over the one of lesy
experience. Give the good sawyer well fitteds
saws, a good strong carriage, the track straigh
and level, and lots of power to drive thesar, }
and the quantity and quality of the output tta
depends very largely on the judgment and huc B
ing qualities of the sawyer. The ideal sawyus
active, strong, of temperate habits, cool-headed
tearful enough to comprehend danger, and px
sessing quick decision to avoid it. He wasx
no time with unnecessary carriage travel, kg -
avoids passing the back of the saw with theed
of log ; his good judgment and practiced had
imparts a strong, steady feed to the very endd ¥ 3
the cut; and he reverses as the teeth leavelz §
cut. The careful sawyer will not force hissar §
beyond its capacity in rough, tough and koo § «
logs ; he knows exactly what the saw can stasd |
and he travels his carriage accordingly. T
good sawyer knows just how to place the log@ g .
the carriagre, and cut it iuto the sizes, gradesasd £
thicknesses most profitable for his employer.

(To be Continued.)
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Messes. Arthur T. Hillyard and Joseph T. Kaighta |
at present in England, for the purposc of layng b t -

capitalists a scheme for the construction of anuiher e f
pulp mill a1 St. John, N.B. Itissmud that enjneersat |
now making a survey of the proposed site. S

Mr. W. E. Bigwood, manager of the Holland 2d
Emery Lumber Company, states that his company shipd
23,000,000 feet of lumber from Ryng Inlet, Ont., dong
the year 1898, principaily to South America and Euvropeas £
ports. He states that they have established a bt
foreign trade, and arc almost independent of ihe Lozt k.
States market.

Mr. Charles Burrill, of Weymouth, Digby couaty, N5 k.
has gone to England for the purpose of coucluding 3~ ¢
rangements for the purchase of large tracts of tzhe
land along the Sissiboo river, back of Weymourth, andt
erection there of onc or more pulp mills,” The nghtsd
purchase have alr2ady been secured, and it remans 635
to finance the enterprise and begin operations.
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