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Aboolute in "<The Rivais,' complained that Lydîs, Langtdeh
looked at h ,-Wbuher Iove.eye was fixed on me, t'other,
her eye of duty, was finely obliqued.".

To axiother clama, publicity in regard to, their connection
with polit ical eorruption would be in itsel! a severe punishment.
They do flot object to being dffishonest, but they would cobject to

bngexposed.
Another clama devoutly believe in the doctrine whieh Mlac.

aulay tells us at one timeprevailed in England even among
upright and honorable politicians that it was abameful to re-
ceive bribes, but that it %vas neeessary to distribute them.

Botù political parties being admittedly guilty, no usefu)
purpose can be served by discussing the degrees of frailty at-
taching to each of them. The first proposition iwhieh this ar.
ticle insists upon in that corrupt practices will neyer ba sup-

.pressed or aven materially checked in Canada under the pre-
sent Iaw. The lav to be effective should be simple and sumniary
in its provisions and swift and severe in its enforcement, where-
as the present law in its indireetness and cireunilocution suggests
the method of the tailor at Laputa who undertook to measure
Gulliver by sextant or quadrant and Co-uinea, with the resuit
that the suit was a misft beeause of an error in the calculation.
The erroneous calculation which niakes our election law misfit,
le in entrusting its practical enforcernent under election peti-
tiens to parties who, often have selfish or corrupt mctivea for
preventing the beginning of any proceedings and for oheoking
an investigation when once begun.

If ln true that ther~e are provisions in our statute perinitting
prosecutions for corrupt practiees, aèven outoide of an election
petition, but those provisions are never invoked unless the cor-
rupt practice in of a mont flagrant and easily entablished char-
acter. The very cominou off ance of bribery in rarely made
thé euh jeet of special prosecutions for the resns already utated
that i etaliatory, actions would follow immediately.

But even il the Iaw in amended at this session of the new
parIiament by simplifylng soma of its provisions and making
other portions more stringent, there .til remains the difflcilty,-
Hlow eau any guarantee be -given that alter such a Iaw la enaoted
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