
APPENDIX B254
The caribou is protected by the Nova Scotia law until 1912.
Bruin’s representative in Nova Scotia is the Black Bear or 

Ursus amtricanui, a large specimen of which will weigh about 400 
lbs. It will eat anything from ants to sheep, and has a predilection 
for calf-moose, many of these helpless little creatures falling victims 
to his voracity, in spite of the mother’s defence. A bear will 
almost never face a man, but a mother with young cubs forms 
a distinct exception to this rule, and should an unarmed sportsman 
meet such a combination in the woods, the best thing for him 
is not to wait for a nearer introduction. The only practical way to 
hunt bears systematically is by means of a good bear-hound (fox­
hound trained to this work), which tracks Bruin to his den. Bears 
are often met by accident and shot, and in this Province they 
have a way of coming to a moose-caller, hoping for a meal of calf. 
Many are trapped, sometimes in a large dead-fall, but usually in a 
steel Newhouse bear-trap, so placed that the bear must walk over 
the trap to get at the bait, which is either of meat or a bundle of 
trout, soaked sometimes in molasses or honey. In some counties 
there is a bounty of $2 on bears, which might be made general 
throughout the Province.

Wild-cats are very numerous and play havoc with game-birds 
and hares, as well as with the farmer’s lambs. There is there­
fore a bounty of $1 on them in some counties. The wild-cat (lynx 
rufus, bay lynx or bobcat) is a strong, savage, and exceedingly shy 
animal, almost never seen unless tracked and brought to bay by 
trained hounds, or when caught in traps or snares. A very large 
one will weigh 40 lbs. and measure four feet from tail to nose. 
Its pelt makes a pretty mat. In spite of all backwoods traditions, 
there is no record of a wild-cat attacking a man.

Nova Scotia offers excellent game-bird shooting, the three classes 
of wild-fowl, forest-birds, and shore-birds or waders, being well 
represented. They comprise wild ducks, geese, ruffed grouse 
(partridge), woodcock, snipe, plover, yellowlegs, sandpiper, curlew, 
and others. The best places and seasons for these birds may be 
ascertained at the Capital.


