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cernmcnt, have dcfervcdly placed in a high rank among

the moft eminent hiftorians of the age. Emboldened

by a hint from him. I have publiflicd a catalogue of

the Spanifh booko which I have confulted. This prac-

tice was frequent in the laft century, and confidcred as an

evidence of laudable induftry in an author ; in the prc-

icnt, it may, perhaps, be deemed the cfTecSl of oflenta-

tion ; but as many of thefe books are unknown in Great

Britain, I could not otherwife have referred to them as

authorities, without encumbering the page with an in-

fertion of their full titles. To any perfon who may

chufe to follow me in this path of inquiry, the cata-

logue muft be very ufeful.
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My readers will obferve, that in mentioning fums

of money, I have uniformly followed the Spanifh

method of computing by pe/os. In America, the pefo

fuertCy or duro, is the only one known, and that is

always meant when any fum imported from America

is mentioned. The pefo fuerte, as well as other

coins, has varied in its numerary value, but I have

been advifed, without attending to fuch minute va-

riations, to confidcr it as equal to four fhillings and

fix pence of our money. It is to be remembered,

liowever, that in the fixtecnth century, the effec-

tive
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