
PREFACE.
ibe reading on many parts of this fubjeSi is

dry and dijgujling ; tJoat authors have treated

en ity fome without a fufficicnt knowledge of

ihefubjeSlt and others inftich a manner as no

knowledge of the fubjeSl in the author could

induce any body to become readers. Thatfome

are loaded with a lumber of matter that can

interejl veryfew ; and that others obfcure the

truth in many particulars, to gratify the low

prejudices of parties, and, I mayfay, of na^

tions. Whatever is written by the Englifh

fettled in our colonies, is to be read with great

caution-, becaufe veryfew of them write with''

out a bias to the intereji of theparticular prO'

vince to which they belong,or perhaps to apar"

ticularfaSlion in that province. It is only by

comparing theprinted accounts with one am-

ther, and thofe with the bejl private injorma-

tions, and correSling all by authentic matter

of record, that one can difcover the truth ;

and this hath been a matter of fome difficulty.

With regard to the foreign fettlements,

recourfe was had to the beji printed accounts
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