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()( these (louhtfal {\\\\v^^^ luid concedes liberty ul' thought;

and action. Wc ought to do the same.
Now to take a ])ractical example of what I mean, I may

mention the use of the Cross in or out of a church, or the

making the- sign of the Cross on the 'person. I confess 1 take

a very broad view myself of this cross wearing or cross

making. As a matter ofplain, historical fact, we all know
that in tiie very earliest ages of Christianity, the disciples

of our Lord used crosses—])ray remember not crucifixes

—and in coming in and going out of their houses, Avhile

sitting down to their meals or getting uj), while meeting
each other in the streets, when lying dovrn to rest or rising

up, made the sign of the cross. (1 am giving you as

neaily as 1 can remember the ver}' words of Tertullian

in the second century.)-'- It was to these poor disciples

of Jesus, escaped from the general degradation and filthi-

ness of the surrounding heathenism, their constant

reminder of Whose servants they were, of lEim in whom
they believed, and of what He had left behind to them to

carrv after Him

—

a Cross. And a verv terrible cross it

ofted proved, a cross of sutlcring and shame, a cross ot

daily persecution and of martyrdom. Now, I do not

suppose that they—any more than you or I—had the

faintest idea that there was any inherent virtue in wear-
ing a cross, or making the Sacred Sign. It was no
Means of grace. But beyond a doubt thousands and
thou.sands of the most faithful followers of our Lord,
from that time to the present, have found it edifying

to themselves. Some of you may have read how the

])ious Presbyterian mother of the famous Hugh Miller, in

the North of Scotland, taught her little son with his

prayers to make the sign of the cross. Now, my
Brethren, here is a doubtful matter, and I for one am
quite willing to let Christian people exercise their liberty

about it, and as a rule I find that this is the view taken

by most sensible Christian men among us. J know that

many of us have been accustomed to associate what we

* Ad onuiein progrossum at<ino pvomotuni, ad oimiom adituin et oxitum, ad
calciatnm, ad lavacru, ad mcnsus, ad liimina, ad cubilia, ad sedilia, quacunujne
nor, converaalio exercrt, IVonteiu crucis signaeulo tcriiims.
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