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portion along onr northern frontier, was kept in perpetual disturl)-

aiice, by the actions of the French and their tawny allies.

B\if to attempt any history of tlie atrocities of the Frendi at

this time, along tlie frontiers of our State, would he merely a

recapitulation of the massacre at Schenectady in 1000, and tho

still later barbarities of Wyoming and Cherry Valleys. As they

were of an uncalled for character they awoke a spirit of determined

resistance among the colonies, and spurred them to vigilance and

action. Among other results thev drew Colonel I'eter Schuvler

from his Jersey acres, and led him to offer his services to the

country. This was in 1 740. The records of the acts of the New
Jersey legislature for this year contain the following :

" For colonel

of the forces raised in this province for the intended expedition,

it is unanimously reconunended his honor, Peter Schyider, Esq.,

a gentleman well-known to several members of this board, of good

estate atid reputation, and very proper to be coinmissionated for

the ])urpose." Having accepted this high and responsible

position, oiu" hero was iran)ediately ordered to ])rocecd to Oswego,

to garrison the Fort, and make ready for any servici' to which ho

might be summoned. Surrounding himself with the troops he

had been able to enlist, on the third of September he embarked at

Amboy, en route for Oswego, via the Hudson river and Albany.

As the government, however, had failed to furnish the necessary

additional force, that was to come from England, Schuyler, after

a delay of live months in Albany, w.iS recalled. Though deeply

chagrined at the failure of the home governnient to redeem its

promise, and the inefficiency also of those who had the care of

colonial affairs, this experience, however, simply brought out

some of his more prominent characteristics, and led the

authorities to see with whom they were dealing. Duruig his

detention at Albany, he informed the New Jersey governor that

his men were in want of a surgeon, medicine, shirts, flints, colors,

bread and peas. Besides this, unless they soon received their pay,

they had threatened to leave; taking with them their arras and

ammunition. In Governor Hamilton's reply to tiieir communica-

tion, he complimented Colonel Schuyler for the zeal he had shown

in his majesty's service ; and at the same time gave him assurance

that that very day he had ordered for each one of his soldiers a

pair of shoes and two speckled shirts. But as the troops felt that

this promise of the authorities would be similar to others with

which they had become acquainted, Colonel Schuyler, fearing they

might desert, advanced from his own private means several


