
IIIKI.ANI) AND I'lri: i;MI'||{tJ.

tliii woild and in politics havo coiiio be-

ti If hfitxl find have said to me :
" Don't

^o. An Iriwh ProteHtnnt, vou will' tU'a-

tioy your intlKrico with tbf so who hio

your i.HtiMil allies, the strongf^t body

in this Dominion.'' But I havo thoui^ht

tli<itiirtHn hisbruan, «von it i be aa

heretic, 1 have some share in St. PatricU,

some rii^ht to wear the sbarorocV, and

on tills ground and more espocinlly

for r<i sons a'leidy noted and N'elintf

It was a >j;reat evil to k cp any two

(lasses of th-i (Otnmunlty apart, and

particularly Irish Catholics and Irish

ProtestantP, I hive turned nui frorn

KU'h Achitophoi counsels and have

said : 'Go speak your honest thouj^tit,

rememl)e!ing "at the commuuica-

lion {/f our thoUf^hts, the p^ssinij of the

Sicreil tiie troui so'jl to soul is that

which links us with the Deity

and is the fountain whence true pro-

gress springs. The raei. you i.re called

on to address are like yourself, made o'

the hery dust of the liud of Qrattan.

U you kneel at ditlerent altars, your

voices go up to the Bame universal

Father. Amongst them all there

will be no single heart tint, struck

by a loving hm ', will not be found to

lieat true to the music of generous

instincts. Throw away calcuUting

prudence. You bear the name of the

man who first made Ireland an organ-

ized political power, and redeemed

Protestants and Catholics alike from

humiliation. With whatever meaaage

reading observation and reflection may

have given you, a son of Ireland,

proud of htr unr* concerned for her wel-

fare, go—take counsel with your

brethren ; jpeak out your honest con-

victions. On some points you may not

agree with them, nor they with you.

But on one point you will be a unit—love

to Ireland." (Loud cheers.)

O'her sauiacioua indivirhnls advised

mo to avoil importaut practical subjects,

and to give you a literary essay on the

natron saints of the thrcD kingdoms. I

am not sure that this wiuld be very

protitable, as I am not up in haiiioloay,

and I might theretoro, in the case of at

least two out of the three saints, have

had to evolve their characters out of my
lUvJral consciousness, or elsn infer them

from the chMracterlstics of their votaries.

Abjut St. Andrew I know mthing save

what I learn from the moigre account

of hi in in the Gospel. It hf)wever

there is any relation between patron

siints and their votaries 1 am sure he

WHS of a saving turn, and if he did not

run he lived on or ne*r a Innk

(Lvuuhter.) A mythical atmosphere

envelops St. George, but as wo ki.'Ow

him he is not a martyr but a con-

queror. Ha is always killing that

dragon, and England, v/bose patron

siiut ho has been since the time

of Edward III his gone in (luest of

somehoJy or other to fight with from

the earliest times. A war steed has>

be'jn her hobby-horse, and whoever

does not get out of her way, she baa

regarded as a dragon for whom the best

thing fhe could do was to kill him. In

the tendt mess and generosity for which

the Irish people aro remarkable, we
may perhaps trace the iiifluence

of St. Pitrick. I am certain there

was nothing parsimonious about him,

that he was brave, generous to a fault

and as the song says, *» a gentleman."

(Laughter.) I am sure there are points of

diflference between the patron satnts and

their votaries. There is, for instance,

something mythical about St, Goorga.

I need hardly say there is nothing

mythical about John Bull. (Hear, hear,

and laughter.) He is a fact, and the

roast beef which builds up bis rotund


