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TORONTO, OLD AND NEW.
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‘FH E VOLUME here presented supplies the reader with a lively pieture of the development of a city from its first germ 
I to full efflorescence, a consummation reached in the comparatively brief space of less than ten decades, destined it 

— is hoped to be maintained perennially by the continued “ Industry, Intelligence and Integrity" of its inhabitants in all 
time to come. There is PSi a city, town or village of the Province of Ontario which might not, had the proper 

precautions been taken years ago, have a like record of itself.
The fault has been the non establishment at in early period, of a pioneer and historical society for every county of 

the Province, associations of intelligent persons taking a real interest in the first foundations of settlements, zealous to collect 
and put on record minute particulars relative thereto. I n the absence of such societies important documents, plans and diagrams 
of much local interest are continually lost, and characteristic narratives and anecdotes of enterprising men pass wholly into 
oblivion. Something has been done in the direction of forming such societies in the Counties of York, Peel, Wentworth, 
Welland, and Lincoln, but it is important that the practice should become general throughout the Province. Every city, town, 
and village would then have it in its power, from time to time, to report progress in regard to itself in as pleasing and satisfactory 
a manner as the Capital of the Province is enabled to do in the present volume. It is singular to observe in the works which 
some years ago were much in vogue, descriptive of ideal commonwealths and cities, that amidst all their arrangements, a 
provision for the maintenance of a standing record of the kind suggested is lacking. In a land like this, where in the future 
new communities are likely continually to be coming into existence, on more or less ideal principles, care should be taken to 
supply the omission.

The New World has been a field for making many experiments, having in view the material and moral advancement of 
mankind, from the days of the Jesuits in Paraguay down to those of Joseph Smith, at Nauvoo, and Brigham Young, at Salt 
Lake City. Unfortunately, extravagances characterize many of these efforts; fanaticism, superstition and a subtle though 
unconscious selfishness have led to failures which it might be supposed every reasonable man would have foreseen. On the 
other hand, where the more moderate principles that usually guide ordinary mortals have been followed, as amongst ourselves 
and other off-shoots of the British stock on this continent, many examples of a very fair degree of success are to be met with. 
In this category, Toronto may be classed.
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