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:‘:e‘;'éced, with the view of completing a
o t}l'x at Washington, the House was called
ti oge her on the 29th April after the elec-
) :511? ad been held. In 1892 we went back
s € normal period 25th February ; in 1893
la.teast,}fhe 26th January. Last year it was
the ;5 lf.n it has been any year previously,
folt it ;51 of March. In that year the Premier
ind is duty to explain the reasons thathad
nduced His Excellency’s advisers to summon
arliament at so late a date. The reason
::i;tgfned was that they were revising the
of i1, aad 1t was necessary for a committee
Can g overnment to meet the people of
-, ada, that it was quite impossible to pre-
sa:ﬁ the reports of that committee any
tha ‘e;,oa.s 1t involved the revision of no less
Wa,sn 0 or 1,000 items of the tariff. That
Showper haps a good reason, but the instance
ot S that it was recognized by the then
er of the political party at present in
E::fll'» thi_lt Par}ia.ment ought to be called
think ezﬁller period. Now, it is no secret, I
e at this Parliament was somewhat
thos opecﬁedly summoned. It was pretty
Whichuigl ly discussed by the journals
o ad the ear of the Government, and
memlreen had intimations given by some
there Wl‘s olf the Government themselves that
knoe d‘:‘l d be a general election. We all
riod] at the voters’ lists were being hur-
hereyvs)repared’ that the Printing Bureau,
tha.t,co :fd G{:}treme.ly busy, that all the staff
ting the 1 obtained was employed in get-
great waslitlf ready for a particular day. So
and MOntre:i hurry that the lists of Toronto
Papers. G ddhad to be sent to local news-
other, of wh; l:mly, from some cause or an-
of dis;solut‘ Ch we are not informed, instead
it would h:::l Wwe have a session. I think
of Canada, an?ibeen only fair that the people
represen ta:t,' more particularly the people’s
the confid ives, should have been taken into
explanati ence of the government and some
disgoln?mn offered them, why it was that
P utxon did not take place and that Par-
ent hag begn summoned at so late a

am quite aware, however, when I

rea,d' the e .
eXcuses h:sla-n&mons made elsewhere, that

' e been foupd f i
off pd for this state of
N g,]l:ts g-;flese excuses refer to a number of
qestie s be? much discussed Manitoba school
that thn Ing one of them. Another was
il elconference with Newfoundland was
eonfegeg &cz,. but I would point out that the
te £ ¢e did not begin till long after the
T Summoning Parliament had passed

by. Long after the period when the Par-
liament should have been called together,
the delegates came up from Newfoundland
to discuss the question of that colony’s
entering the Dominion. I really think itis
due to this House that some explanation
should be given of the reasons for the late
meeting of Parliament.

We all share in the very touching and
beautiful observations made by the hon.
member from Pictou (Mr. Primrose) in re-
ference to the second paragraph of the
Speech of the Throne, that relating to the
death of Sir John Thompson. We all share
in the feeling that animated him in making
those observations respecting the tragic
event. There can be no doubt whatever
that Sir John Thompson’s sudden death
evoked an extraordinary feeling of
deep sorrow and sympathy over the
length and breadth of Canada, which I
feel safe in saying was shared in byall parties
irrespective of race, religion or politics.
Sir John Thompson was no ordinary man.
Highly endowed by nature, he was possessed
of those other qualifications which are so es-
sential to success in life. In his early years
he was favoured by no extraordinary or ad-
ventitious circumstances. His rise in life
was due entirely to his own probity of char-
acter, his talents and industry. He occu-
pied the first position as a reporter in the
chamber of the legislature of Nova Scotia.
It was not many years after, that he became
a member of that House, rising rapidly to
become one of the Executive Council of his
native province, and stepping on from that
position to the premiership of the province.
Few men had as rapid a rise, and he occu-
pied the highest position by the universal
consent of his fellow-citizens. Soon after
that he was appointed to the Supreme Court
of the province of Nova Scotia. During the
few years that he was a member of that
body, he elevated the judicial tribunal to a
very high standard. Ten years ago he was
comparatively a stranger outside of the pro-
vince of Nova Scotia. It was due to his
marvellous knowledge of men that the late
Sir John Macdonald selected him as the
very best man to fill the position of Minister
of Justice. At the time, the selection was
carped at. People asked who was John
Thompson. Sir John Macdonald’s answer
was ¢ wait until you know him.” He had
been in Ottawa but a comparatively short

time when the wisdom of the selection was



