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Davidson & Company, and not enly that,
but the Neebing Hotel had been erected
there after the ground had been selected
by the G.vernment, and after the parties
must bhave known that the reservation
had beeir m.ade.  The Secretary of State,
feeling he could not meet the force of the
statements. because they were true, sug
gested at that time that T shoul | accept a
committee and prove the statements I
had made to the House. I shall read
what he said in veferring to the informa-
tion about the dredgtng.  TIIe said there
was no objeetion to the papers coming
down, and he added :— :

* The statement that these lands had bheen
purchased at %4 per acre, and sold to the Gov-
ernment afterwards at 3500 per acre, was not
true to the extent the hon. gentleman supposed.
Some of these lands might bave been purchased
from the Outario Gro' erument years ago at low
prices, Lt in many instances they had changed
hands frequent)y, and at prices quite as high
ag the valuators had placed upon them. He
suzgested that this matter might be investi-
gated by the sain e Commitice that was now en-
gaged in enuuiving into the best route for the
Pacitic Rativay, 1t wasa duty the hon. gentle-
man owed to tiie conutry, if he believed the
vakiators to be guilty of frand, to have them
examined and this matter thoroughly investi-

gated.

““ Hon. My, Aikins—I did not say they had
committe ! fraud.

“ Hon. Mr. Scott said if the charges against
them were true they had committed {raud.”

That s, that they had,puid five or six
hundred dollars for lots which had shortly
before been purchased from the Ontario
Government for four dolars a lot. Then
he goes onto say, that if T asked for a
comnmittee, he would second the motion.
He Las not only fallen foul of that Com-
mittee, but also of the House, hecause it
refused to alter the numes on that Com-
mittee at all.

Hon. 3r. SCOTT—ear, hear.

Hon. AMr. AIKINS—Allow .me to
call the attention of the hon. gentleman to
the Oflicial Report of the Debutes, and to
show him that if Le had not allowed
his feelings to get the better of hLis judg-
ment, his memory would have served him
better. I find, in reference to the ap-
pointment of the Committee to inquire
into the communication with the North-
West, 2 question did take place as to who

Hon, Mr, Aikins.
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at Fort William.

should constitute that Committee, which
was asked for by the "hon. Senator from
Munitoba (Mr. Girard). The Lon. Secré
tary of State said it was quite unprece
dented for an Opposition to have a major-
ity on such a cecmmittee; but the Com-
mittee was appointed, and it had aboub
got through with its work, when the hon:
Seceretary of State was so well satistie
with the manner in which the Committee .
conducted the investigation, that he was
quite willing this reference should be made
to it, and Le actually suggested it himselt:
He has nothing to complain of now, an
certainly no ground for making the charge
that the House refused to allow any oné
who had been suggested by the Govern-
ment to be appointed to that Committee
The reference was to inquire into the lands
puwrchased on the [uninistiquia. The
hon, gentleman to-day would leave the
impression on the House that, had that
Committee dealt fairly with him, or ha
the opportunity been afforded him, he
would have brought evidence to fully es:
tablish—more than establish-—the groun
he had taken that the Government h#
not paid too much for these lands, but had.
acted fairly throughout this whole matters
and that the best point had been selecte
for the terminus. )

Hon. Mr. SCOTT--T did notesay the
Comumittee had prevented me.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—The hLon. gentle:
man said he had not an opportunity @
calling some witnesses.

~

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I said I could not
call Mr. McKellar during the winter.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—The hon. gentlé’
man said, when the reference was madeé
that three witnesses would be all he nee
call before the Committee to satisfy them
and the House bis statements were cor”
rect, and he named those witnesses. TheY
were  Mr. Sandford Fleming, aB
the two valuators; but the ho?
gentleman has called no less than twenty”
one witnesses.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—To meet evidenc®
on the other side.

Hen. Mr. ATKINS—The number of

witnesses called on the other side W88



