
Request for Housing Statement
rate of 3 per cent has juniped to 6 per cent by
1970, by 1972 the NDP will be offering 12 per
cent mortgages; 1 suggesf this is flot good
enough.

Mr. Orlikow: We have those now.

Mr. Goode: These members; are insisting on
6 per cent mortgages, but what are fhey going
to do about those people who presently bave
mortgages af rates of interest between 7 and
10 per cent? Are they going to subsidize them
as weli? If so, where wili they flnd the
money?

They also falk of rent control. With great
fanfare they tell the people of Canada thaf
they are going f0 bring in rent controis. They
know very well that the federai government
cannot introduce rent controls. Furfhermore,
these rent controls would bave to be enforced.
by the provincial governaments, and cartainly
I have flot seen the government of Manitoba
showing any sign of moving into this field af
an aarly date, as hion. members suggest. The
provincial governmenf of Manitoba is not
entering this field, and I suggest that an NDP
federal goverrament would not either.

The urban challenge of the 1970's is with
us. If we do not acf quickly with courage and
imagination, this challenge may well become
a catastrophe from which Canada will neyer
recover.

o (3:40 p.m.)

[Translation]
Mr. Roch La Salie (Joliette): Mr. Speaker, I

arn very giad to contribute, in a very modest
way, to the debate on the motion îproposed
today on housing. I think the choice could not
have been wiser in view of the sorry and
desperate plighf of the greater part of our
population in this field.

We ail agrae that the proposais of this gov-
ernment have only brought inadequate
resuits. Some will even say that the goverfi-
ment has done nothing. but I wiil go even
furthcr. However, if is to ha wondered wheth-
er the government bas done enough and
whether if might not do more. I think we can
answer this question.

For the past year or year and a baif, thay
have been talking about giving a new impetus
f0 housing in the near future, and they are
stifl taiking about it. Since the unempioyment
rate is particularly aiarming in Quebec, I think
it is the duty of Quebec members f0 press the
government to corne up with suggestions,
proposais and much more eff ective iegislation
than those put forward in the last years.

[Mr. Goode.]
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How can a new impetus be given ta the
housing industry in the short terrni? There has
been a lack of reaiism, 1 think. The minister
ment ioned eariier that millions had been
spent on housmng. But we know very well that
even those considerable amounts are not ade-
quate consîdering the great number of people
with a low incarne.

I ar n ot in the habit of iimiting myseif f0
criticism. But I think that the pitiful failure
of the government f0 provide housing for
iow-income groups shouid prompt us to press
more strongly than ever for more effective
measures on their behaîf.

If was said tbat a number of housing units
had been but, but the intarest rate on mort-
gages, which can be most detrirnenfal fo the
building industry, has always been glossed
ov;er.

I have already urged that boans at 5 or 6
per cent he mode available fo those earning
$10,000 or less per year. I will ha fold: But
who xviii pay the difference in interart? I wili
answar thot if is obviously up to the govern-
ment fa make up fhe difference. However, 1
do not believe thaf casier boans, longer amorti-
zafion periods Op ta 40 yeors xviii aliow more
Canadian citizens f0 purchase a bouse, for
(bey vrill then have to pay for if three f imes
ever.

Reference is nmade to low-cost housing, and
I think I arn in a position ta say a few words
on this maffer. This week, I got the happy
nexvs: in my consfifuancy, more particulariy
in tha city of Joliette, a $600,000 bousing proj-
acf wiii ba builf. Now those $600,000 can af
the most allow ftha construction of 51 3 and 4
reom dwellings and this is a 50-year boan
bDcaring at 8 par cent interesf. Therafore, the
o-wners wili have fa pay a monthiy rent of
S136 for a 3-room dwelling and of $150 for a
4-roomi dweiling. I do flot believe that this can
ha considcred iow-cosf housing. Surely, this
projecf is important for my area and this
lorle city of my consfituency. 1 appreciafe the
iauncbing of the projact, but I know very
wcil that only profassionai people will benefit
frorn if.

If is therafora aur dufy, as membars of fhis
House, fo dernand more realistie action for
smail wage-carners. We hava the opportunify
foday to fry ogain and ask fhe ministar fo be
more compassionate and understanding and
f0 make if possible for small wage-earners to
live in adequaf a dweiiings wifh suitable rents.

If is truc that for several years, we have
been asking the ramovai of that hatefui Il
par cent fax on building materiais. Reference
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