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4, publishes an interview with one Charles
A . Caikins, who says:

Several menthe ago I made an offer to the
Dominion GJaveinrnent for the reserve. I arn
in receipt of both telegraphie and 'written
cem'unications front the Indian Department
acknowiedging rny offer and stating that it
wiil have consideration after the Royai Corn-
mission, which has been appointed ta in-
vestigate the Indians' dlaims, shall have given
ite decision. My legai agents at Ottawa in-
form me that in addition to the formai ac-
knowiedgments which I have received fram
the departme'rt, the officiais thora take the
view that ne action wjll be taken to ssii the
reserve until the titie is muade 0lear by the
Royal Commission, and, more than that, that
the highest offer wiii get the reserve wihen the
titie is clear.

It is evident, then, that there were offars
for this reserve as.ida from the offer of the
British Columbia Government. This nman
Calkins had placed his affer with the
Dominion Government, and we have rea-
son to believe, framn the statements in the
papers, wath which I shahl not bother the
House, that hia offer was much higher
than the payments made by Attorney
General Bowser. I find it hard to believe
that these 'transactions were going on
without the knowiedge of the Governmient
in Ottawa, and, il they were taking place
without the knowiedge of the Dominion
Governmant, I take the liberty of asserting
that the Geverninent at Ottawa was flot
paying propar attention to its responsibil-
Hties -in that regard. As 'ta whether the
Indians received fuil value for their rights,
the Vancouver Warld of April 9 has this
to say:

For the provincial Governrnt ta pay the
Indiane $300,O00 for their lande when a suru
of a million aind a halfliead been offered by
ancther -Teai eatate dealer who oould flot
dlaim the prestige belonging to the Govern-
ment in eifo:uing acce.atance of hie terme is
laniustifiabie :and immoral.

The article then gaes on ta say:
Yet if an individual in the commn'unity had

varried Oirough tha deal for which the
Governmen't claims credit, bie jwould have
becn ln danger of a terni in the penitentiaiy.
The Indians -are the wards of both govarn-
mente, Dominion and Provincial, and for
the provincial governmren.t te, caim credit
for ak bargain in which the main factors were
the trustfulxiess of the Indian, hie ignorance
of the situation, and the prestige which, in
hie eyee, beiong la the Government, le scan-
dalons. The Governrnent did net corne wiithin
a million or two of paying market price for
the lande of ite wo.rds, and now if daims
ciedit for oarrying t'hrough a real estate
Jeai of great advantaga ta the province.

I want ta be understaod not as criticis-
.mg the provincial government in this
matter; the responsibiiity is with the
Dominion Government, and it is ta them
we look for the protection af the Indiens,
who are especiaiiy and peculiarly the

wards af this Government and of this
country. The matter is of especial im-
portance when we look a.t it from the
standpoint of keeping inviolate the good
faith cf Canada, or the good f aith ai
Britain, if you will; it is important, I say,
because af the number ai resei:ves, espedi-
ally in British Columbia, which are
situated in very much the saine position
as -this KÇitsilano reserve. There is cer-
tainiy one, and I arn undar the impression
that there are two- or three smal
reserves situated in North Vancouver,
immediateiy on the north aide af Bur-
rard'a Iniet, which have a reai estate
value favourably comparable with thia
Kitsilano reserve. There are other reserves
scattered throughout the province of
British Columbia and the Dominion of
Canada, and, if the guiding principle ai
the British Empire and of the Dominion'
of Canada ever since those gavernments
came to deal wîÎth the Ind.ians in thie
country, is nat ta be hereafter maintained,
and if the change in principle is ta take
place under the administration ai the Gev-
ernmenit af ta-ay, it àe right and proper
that the country ahould know it, and
shauld know who ia responsi)ble for break-
ing f aith and ignaring the responsibilities
ai the country towards &ts wards.

It may be eliggested, -as would seem .ta be
indicated by this transaction, that if the
Indians received good value for their land,
that was the anly matter of cancern; that
is ta say, if the Indiens had received from
the provipce ai British Columbia the ful
value for their property, this Government
would have haed no fu.rther responsibility
in the matter. But that is net the fact.
The Government of Canada is charged nat
only with the prot"ton of the praperty
righ-ts of the Indians, but wirth the super-
vision of their personal rights and the
respansibility--ai overseeing, as f ar as pos-
sible, their persoxial welfare. When the
rights of these Indians were baught out,
and they were given the maney for which.
they -sold them, they had na guardianship
or guidance in the contrai or management
of that money, and the very reason why
the Government of Canada assumed the
contrai over these Indians that they do is
because the. Indian is not by tempera-
ment fitted ta care properly for his awn
personai interests. Sa I say, even if the
British Columbia Government had paid
full value for this land, the Domin-
ion Gavernment was not doing its
full duty in allowing the Indians ta
accept that maney, whilst taking ne steps
ta previde for its contrai in the future.
The aider members ai the Hanse wiil per-
haps remember that there was a similar
undesirable consideratian regarding an
Indian reserve the Songhees, situated
within in the city of Victoria. Il was very
desirable that that reserve should be elimi-


