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ploying a large number of men, if the re-
turning officer did not insist in earning all
the mileage himself, the difficulty woulid
disappear.

Mr. GALLIHER. I have said on a pre-
vious occasion practically all that I have
to say on this subject. I only now repeat
that my desire is that all the people in the
constituency which I now represent and
which has been divided and which will
hereafter return two members, will in the
next election, however remote they may be
from railway travel have an opportunity to
vote. As representative of that district I do
not propose to take the risk, by being com-
pelled to have the elections seven days after
the nomination, of having some person
deprived of the opportunity to vote. With-
out going into the matter further, this is my
reason and my only reason for the course I
have advocated.

Section, as amended, agreed to.

On section 3—nomination and polling days
in certain distriets,

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Before this is car-
ried, I would ask the Minister of Justice
whether he has come to any conclusion
about two Bills introduced by the hon mem-
ber for Montmorency (Mr. Casgrain) one
with regard to the Northwest Territorizs
Representation Act and the other with re-
gard to the Yukon Territory Representation
Act. That hon. gentleman pointed out that
grave abuses existed under the law as it is
at present, and proposed what seem to me
very moderate and reasonable amendments.
And there was an arrangement, if I re-
member rightly that there should besan op-
portunity of discussing them.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I think the ar-
rangement was that we should allow these
Bills to stand over in the expectation that
something might be done in the way of
legislation proposed by the government. The
Bill was prepared, but, by the time I was
ready to introduce it, the session had so
far advanced that I thought it better to
drop it for this session.

Mr. ALCORN. With regard to section
29 and the amendments proposed by the
Minister of Justice, it seems to me ex-
tremely desirable—and I believe that no
one will gainsay the desirability—that elec-
tions throughout Canada should be held on
the same day. And it appears to me that,
under existing circumstances, there is no
practical difficulty in the way of attaining
that object. The work to be done by the
returning officer we are more or less famil-
iar with. His duties are set forth in the
statute, the principal being the posting up
of the proclamation before the nomination
and posting up in the same places after-
wards his notice of the holding of the poll.
His other duties are clerical and -occupy

practically no time. We are all aware that,
although the statute speaks of a large
number of particulars with which he has to
acquaint himself for the purpose of iSsuing
his proclamation, yet in practice, the re-
turning officer merely obtains a copy of the
last proclamation, provincial or Dominion,
and from that he can in a short time pos-
sess himself of all the knowledge necessary
to issue the proclamation. As I observed, if,
instead of posting up these proclamations
and notices himself, he will employ a suffi-
cient number of men he can have the docu-
ments posted within the prescribed time.
For the purpose of obviating any difficulty
of that kind in the excepted ridings, I have
drawn up an amendment to section 29
which I will take the liberty of moving.
I think this amendment ought to commend
itself to the Minister of Justice and to the
House, for it seems to me it obviates any
difficulty which can reasonably be assigned
to holding the elections throughout Can-
ada on the same day. The statute as it
stands provides that the Governor in Coun-
cil fixes the day of nomination in all the
constituencies except those named in that
section, and also the date of polling. By
section 29, the rettirning officers fix the
date of nomination and polling in the ex-
cepted ridings. I propose to do away with
that by providing that both these dates
shall be fixed by the Governor General, but
that the time between the holding of the
nomination and the polling shall be enlarg-
ed in the case of the excepted ridings.
The usual practice, I understand, is to al-
low thirty days between the issuing of the
writs of election and the polling day. I
propose practically to cut that time in two
and allow half of it before the nomination
and the other half after it. Thus, instead
of allowing seven or eight days—it is seven
in reality—as now, for the returning officer
to do his work after nomination, I would
allow fourteen days on each side of that
date. I move that clause 3 be struck out
and the following substituted :

In the electoral districts of Gaspé, and
Chicoutimi and Saguenay, in the province of
Quebec ; and of Comox-Atlin, Kootenay and
Yale-Cariboo, in the province of British Col-
umbia ; the day for the nomination of can-
didates so to be fixed by the Governor Gen-
eral and named in the writ of election, shall
not be less than fourteen clear days next before
the day also so fixed and named for holding
the polls, and the day for holding the polls
shall be the same day throughout Canada.

Amendment (Mr. Alcorn) negatived.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I did not gather ex-

‘actly what the view of the government is

with regard to these amendments. As I
said before, they seem to be very moderate.
For example, in the Northwest Territories
this provision with regard to the enumera-
tor names a time within which the electors
may conveniently find him. He is to be



