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scheme to friend and foe ; it Is witil a firrn
lieart that I present it to the Canadian peo-
pie.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, liear.
The PRIME MINISTER. I arn wefl

aware that it shall fot be received every-
where with the same feelings. I arn weii
aware that It rnay scare the timid and frigh-
tei the irresolute ; but, Sir, I dlam thant
every one who bas in is bosomn a stout
Cjanadiail heart wlill weicome it as a sclienie
worthy of this young nation for whom a
heavy task bas no terrors which has the
strength to face grave duties and grave
responsibilities.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). Mr. Spea-
ker. the riglit lion, gentleman lins 1)ursued ài
somiewhat unusuai course Ia the introduction
of tÉlis measure. E very on1e acquainted wifh
parliaimnentary procedure knows timat ia tlue
case of great projects of this kind the usual
practice la to put a resolutlon uipon the
Order Paper, to aequaint the House with Its
ternis and to th-us enable the measure to be
discussed intelligently when if is introduced,
if discussion at that tirne Is thought neces-
sary. That was the course pursued with re-
gard to the Canadian Pacific Railway ln 1873
and again In 1881. That was the course
pursued witb regard to the Drumrnond
County Railway contract. That was the
course pursued with regard to the Grand
Trunk Raiiway contract In 1889. That
was the course pursued ia every case with
which I arn familiar, except witb regard
to the Yukon Railway and this ; and this
possesses many of the cbaracterlstlcs which
were -noticeable when the Yukon Railway
project was introduced. I would have
thouglit if flot out of place, 1 would have
thoughit it somewhat more consistent witm
the courtesy which the rigbt lion, gentleman
usualir displays f0 this side of tue House,
that a copy of the measure might bave been
placed In my bands at least a few hours
before the rigbt hon, gentleman presented
it f0 the House. But at the conclusion of a
very discursive stafement la which hie hqs
raml)led over the bîsfory of tis -country
for tlue past twenty-five years, In which lie
bas deait with the question of bon.diag pri-
vileges and fishery riglits, lin wblch hie bas
traced the bistory of explorations and
pointed out that a gentleman named Alex-
ander Mackenzie was the first man to reach
the shmores of the Pacifi-

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I think some of

the lion. gentlemea opposite cheered that
under the Impressioa that my rigbit lion.
friend referred to a late honoured member
of this House and Premier of this country.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Sorne hon. MEMBERS. Oh.
Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). 'Aftei, making

bis very discursive speech, the rigbt hon.

gentleman at bis conclusion was good
enough to send t0 me across the floor of the
House a copy of the Bill which I suppose
hie might have sent me this miorniug or
even yesferday. Weil, that may be in per-
fect consonance with the right hon. gentle-
man's idea of fair dealiag with the opposi-
tion ia this House ; but ail I have to say is
that it is not lu consonance witb the treat-
ment which up to this time 1 have had the
good fortune to recelve from that right hon.
gentleman.

The riglit bon. gentleman fells us that hae
bas lîeardà no dissentiag voice wifb regard to
a transcontinental railway. Well, I did
think, Mr. Speaker, that that was a rnosf
extraordinary proposition f0 corne from the
rigbt hon. gentleman. Has the right hon.
gentlemn's mernory faiied hlm ? Camu hie
nof recali the days of twenf y years ago
when bis eloquent voice, wiflî those of his
leader and bis colleagues and associates,
were raised against the projeet of a trans-
continental railway ?-whea we were told
ln effect that It would be better to break
f0 pieces this Dominion of ours than f0 go
to the expense of building a railway across
this continent; when we were told thaf
the western country was so worthless and
useless tbat a railway acroas it would îlot
pay the cost of the grease of ifs axies; when
we were told that the great province of
British Columbia was a mere sea of moun-
tains. Yet, the right bon, gentleman stands
up in bis place and tells us that lie lias
neyer heard a dissentIng volce with regard
to the projeet of a transcontinental railway.
Well, Mr. Speaker, we are glad to hear the
eloquent words of the right hon. gentleman
to-day. We are glad tbat hie bas af last
awakened to a sense of the importance of
a transcontinental rallway acroçs this coun-
try ; and we are glad that hie admits io-day
tbat the Canadian Pacific Railway, upon
whicb projeet tbe ConservatIve party sfaked
its poluical life, bas been the meauîs of
bInding together tbe people of Canada and
mnking if the nation that It Is to-day.

It is of course Impossible for me to deal
In detill with tbe project of the right lion.
gentleman to-day, for the rea son that I
have already mentioned. But there are one
or two general matters respecting whlîil
I would tike to make a few remarks before
this Bill Is read for the firsf tîme. In tbe fIrst
place, my, right hon. friend says there is
no time for -deliberation ; we cannot wilt;
we must do this thing at once ; the tirne
is for action, and not for deliberation. I
would like f0 point ouf f0 my rigbt bomi.
frlend. that bis governmeat bas been la
power for a period of seven years, thaf tlils
transportation question bas been before tbem
duriag ail that time, that during af ieast
fbree or four years of thaf fime a largo
Immigration bas been flowlng Info the North-
wesf ; and yet the right lion, gentleman
says thaf there Is no time for deliberatiomi.
Well, I fbink the scheme on ifs face bears
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