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this discussion with interest. I know that
it Io a greaf hardship to the farming corn-
munlty that fhey have been deprived of a
train service for the last six or seven weeks.
Tliere has been a great deal ef disagree-
ment and Iltigation. The people ln posses-
sien 0f fthe United Counfies Rallway have
been a set 0f schemers and railway prornot-
ors, and I have no doubf if la true -that a
very large portion of the subsldy bas beca
diverted front the railway enferprise, leav-
ing if ln the position la which It 18 to-
day. If is true thaf the railway ruas
througb a fertile section of the country.

But unfortuuately the produets of that por-
tion of the country, wbich is an old setfled
country, are somewhat conceutrated, and
do not aiford a very heavy traffic; the traffic
itsclf is comparatively llghf. Now it may
be that that road, operated upon business
priaciples, and by hoaest men, mlght ho
made to meef expeases. 1 kaow thore bas
beon a time la the hlstory of the Unifed
Couafios Railway when the fraffie would
hardly pay the cosf of the axIe groase. A
good deal bas been said about whaf the
goverameaf mighf do toi rernedy this
state of aifairs. I remember thaf fhreo
or four sessions ugo the Minister of Rail-
ways and Canais, at the Instance of the
lion member for IMIssisquoi (Mr. Meigs),
iufroduced Into- this House an amendment
to the Railway Act, giving effecf, if I re-
inember correcfly, f0 an Act of sequestrafion
passed by the provincial legisiature which
requlred the confirmation 0fthis parliameuf.
as railways of ibis kInd have been broughf
under the General Railway Acf. Now the
member for Gaspé (Mr. Lernieux) says that
the provincial goverume-nt is contemp]ufiag
action of that kiud. Their position wonld
be very much stronger had the ameudment
whIch the Minister of Rallways and Canais
introduced three or four sessions ago-

Hon. Mr. HAGGART. Did fliat BiII pass?
Mr. PARMELEE. It passed the Railwuy'

Committee nnd passed this flouse, but when
it weiuf over Int o the other Chumber,' at a
time when the Liberals hnd net sccured a
înajority there, it was prornptly killed. So
if any one Is responsible for this state of
affairs, I fhink there is where the respon-
slbility belongs. Now I do flot thinkl, unless
si)mething of that sort Is donc, fliat lf is
possible te relievo the situation te any great
extent. It 18 useless to faik about sub-
sidies, because subsidies are granfed f0 se-
cure the building of a road, but they can-
net go further and secure its operafion. In
this case, witlî fair business management,
if this road could be sequcstrafed aud passed
over luto, the bauds of good railway nien
who would ru it ns a business enterprise
instead of a speculative scheme, I think
it might be made te psy. I think tîjat fthc
goverrament luas doue ail thaf it is possible
to, do te protect the lniteresfs o f the people
who are suffering frorn thle unfortunato cou--
dition la wvhich thaf enterprise stands.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. I would be sorry to
be misunderstood. I dld not mean f0 say
that the South-eastern Valley Railway ts
closed. 1 know it Is 'working with the Rut-
land Rallway. W.hat I said was that tlic
United Counties Railway is closed.

Motion agreed f0.

EARLIER SESSIONS 0F PARLIAMENT.

Mr. NAT. BOYD (Macdonald) moved
That this House la of the opinion that this

parliament should be called for the dispatch
of business on or about the last Thursday ln
November of each and every year.
He said I fully understaud the Importance
of this motion, and eau anticipate the many
objections that may be raised agalinst It.
Much eau be said for and agaliist the En-
glîsh system that we are following, and also
there may be a difference of opinion .with
regard to the United States systemi that bas
been suggested. Now, regardless of what
may be said la support of or in opposition
te either one of these proposais, I thirik I
arn well withiu the opinion of this flouse
when I say that the manner la *which thle
members of this House have been treated
by beiag called here at this most untimeiy
season of the year, is flot by aay mnenus lu
the interest of the members themselves, ôr
la the interest of the country ut large. As
to the composition of this House, It is weil
known that the vast majority of the mein-
bers of this House are men actlvely eugaged
la the ordinary avocations of 11f e, farmers,
merchauts, lumbermen and business. men.
Whether it is wise la the iuterests of Can-
ada that the electors should continue te
select men of that class, or that thcy should
select thcmn fromn the weaithier classes, ro-
mains f0 be seen, but up f0 the present flîne
they have :selected for the most part mem-
bers of the former class. Sucb being the
case, I think I express the opinion of this
House whea I protest ugainst the date at
which we bave been called togetlier this
year. Iu proposing this resolution I have no
party end la view, and have -no purpose of
finding parficular faut with the party Iu
power, because goveruiments that have pre-
ceded this one have been ut fauît in the
saine respect. At the saine time, I feel
confident that If this motion is voted on
freely by the members of this Honse ou
both sides, If will be sustalned. Now 1 do
not belleve that any goverliment should be
permitted to, seeir ouly their own couven-
lence ln fixiag the dates, because tliat Is
largely what they are doing wheu they
change the date aud delay it month after
month until we are brought now f0 a. very
busy season of the year. Any Mani l busi-
niess, whether, be ls a furmer or nof, loses
his spring business, and is bound f0 suifer
for the balance of the year. Now that be-
ing the case, what right has any executive
of this House-because fliat is wh.it they


