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Gompers and bis course in dtscussing mat-
ters in the way he bas been dolng is a
detriment to the country what la the matter
of cailing the attention of the bon. Minister
of Labour to the fact and have hlm place one
of his officers In communication wlth Mr.
Gompers wlth the vlew of notifying him
that the course he la taklng is flot ln the
interests ef labour In this country. I do flot
care to take Up any more of the time of tbe
Ilouse but I understand there Is to be some
legisiation proposed, probab]y to-day, and If
tiiere la to be I trust that ail those bon.
gentlemen wbo are so sincere ln their efforts
in bebaîf of the workIngmen of this country
will lend their best efforts towards maklng
this legislation as perfect as possible.

Motion to adjourn the House negatived.

SETTLEMENT 0F RAIL WAY LABOUR
DISPUTES.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL (Hon. Sir
William Mulock) moved second reading ef
Bill (No. 17) te nid In the settiement of rail-
way labour disputes. lIe said: Mr. Speak-
er, this Bill bas bad the advantage of a
discussion that bas I trust prepnred the
mmnd of the lIeuse to give It a receptIve
consideration to the prîncipies iavoived In
tbe measure. Last session I bad tbe bon-
our of introducing a Bill of a simiuiar na-
ture, and on tbat occasion I stnted tbat it
was not the Intention of the government
tben te pr'ess tbe Bill to a conclusion, but
rather to leave it over to the present session
la order that it might la the meantime re-
ceive tbe consideration not only of the em-
pioyees and the employers, but also of the
generai public. Accordingly, I again brlng
tbe matter before the attention of the
House, and I shaîl point eut now wberein
this Bill differs from the mensure tbat wns
Introduced lat session. This Bill mny be
said te differ from the other la tbree res-
pects. Tbe Bill ef at session providcd
for arbitration only-this Bill provIdes for
an Intermediate procedure, namely, an at-
tempt at conciliation, and failing concilia-
tion -tben arbitration. Under the Bill of
last session tbe award of tbe arbitrators
wvas enforcible by legai proceas to a certain
extent as it provided penalties for tbose wbo
dlsregarded the awards-tbe present men-
sure departs froni that, and instead of pro-
vlding compulsion tbrougb tbe courts, It
leaves the enforcement te sncb Influences
as may be brought about, la order to have
it respected by public opinion and tbe good
judgment of the parties concerued.
Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). In otber words,

do I understand that the arbitratIon is com-
pulsory but wlthout any legai sanction te
enforce It.

The POSTMASTER GENERAL. Yes.
The award la given te tbe public and to the
parties and there It reats. Iu the Bill of
iast session a permanent board ef arbitra-
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tors was appointed by the parties and it
was te reinain la office for a certain terni of
years-under tbe present mensure iiistead
of there being a standing board, the achemfe
contemplates a speclal board te be chosen
te deal with eacli case. These are, I think,
the ieading differences between thle Bill of
at session and the present Bill.
Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). As te, the com-

position of the board ; are the parties te
have any voice la It under this Bill ?

Tbe POSTMASTER GENERAL. Yes.
Later on I wlll expla the reasen for the
changes. The Bill recîtes tlînt strikes and
lockouts, or wbatever may lend te strikes or
iockouts, are against tbe public interest. I
presume it is understood that the mensure
does net deal witb labour disputes except
la respect to railways, and It appîles te al
rallways lu Canada whether under the legis-
latIve control of tbe Dominion or tbe pro-
vinces, wbetber operated by government (the
Intercoloiel for example) or operated by
corporations. The Bill aise appies te street
rallways and te ail other Institutions that
may be known as railways. The Bill re-
cites the reasons wby parliament sbould
proceed la this way, nameiy: that the public
Is Interested la the proper transportation of
passengers, mails and freigbt, and that
whatever Ia likely te Interfere with such
transportation Is agaInst the public Intereat,
andthat therefore the public bave a right te
Intervene te prevent sucb injury te their
Interest.. In the event ef It appearIng tlîat
there Is likely te be nny Interruption 0f he
transportation of passengers, mails, or
freight, or In tbe event ef a strike or a lock-
ont actually having eccurred upon a rail-
wny, the MinIster of Labour may Invoke
tbe macbinery of this Bill. He xnay, on the
application of eitber party, or on tbe appli-
cation of the municipal ceuncil directly con-
cerned, or ho may et bis own motion take
steps te estabIish la tbe flrst place, a board
of conciliation. He proceeds te do so by Ini-
vitlng the two.parties toeboose their concilia-
tors, and If they comply witb that request
thien lt will be the duty of tbe two concilia-
tors te cheose a thîrd. These three concilia-
tors are the board of conciliation and media-
tien. In the event ef eitber party making
default, then tbe minister may appoint a
conciliater for tbe parties se making defauît.
Tbere is aise a provision for fillling vacan-
dies on tbe board ; the party hnving tbe
rlght te appoint aise bnving the rigbt te fi11
up a vacancy.

Assuming that the board ef conciliation
and niediation bas faiied te bring about bar-
mouy, then the Mister of Labour mny re-
fer tbe natter te arbitration and a board et
arbitratien Is tben appointed, wblch may be
the board et conciliation If agreed te by the
parties, and If net, then the board of arbi-
tration lsanppointed la hIke mianner as the
board ot conciliation. The board is cetbed
with tbe power te examine witnesses, te calI
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