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per ton per mile, which is a larger amount than the Cana- Canada; but interfere wiLh the trade of the country and are
dian Pacifie Railway charges for the transport of wheat an exerescence on the National Policy.
from Winnipeg to Montreal, and we know by experience Mr. EDGAR. If the use nd the country required
that coal can be cari ied on our railroads at a much cheaper
rate than wheat,in the proportion of three to five. It will cost
83 for the same weight of coal and 85 for the same weightpainful effort made by the mver
of wheat. Thus, allowing a profit of not less than 25 per cent. ti aefence of t pei o p ec h an atek
to every one handling it, and more than that in many cases,
coal could ho sold in Toronto for $1 per ton, while to-day upon combines. Now, Sir, when I saw this motion upon
the price is not less than $7 a ton, and I believe more. the paper I certainly theught a new era was dawning for
Some have said that a scarcity of coal occurs, but such this country, and that hon, gentlemen opposite, who have
is not the case, because the coal miners have te so long supperted the policy of protection in ail its teatures,
shut down three months out of the twelve in the bad begun te se seme new light upen the subjeet, and were
year, so that the production shall not be too great, yelding te the influence cf public opinion, and were geing,
se that the supply cf ceai onhn'hhntb themselves, te strike the first blow against the pobicy ofso hatthesuply f calon hand shall not be
too large. They work nine months in the year te protection.
produce ail the coal necesary for the wants of the United Mr. WALLACE. Oh, ne.
States, Canada and their other markets. I regard these
combinations, applied not only to the manufacturers but to Mr. EDGAR. Well, se far as the hon. gentleman's attack
the dealers, as being of the most dangerous kind, and I upen combines among trades went, I entirely agree with
think the Parliament of Canada should deal with and hir and I entirely agree with his motion, se far as itgees;
examine into them, as I propose this committee shall do, but, surely, ho is net going as far as the country wiIi
and report to Parliament in regard to the matter. We recuire, when he baves eut ef lis motien combines
hear that there are combinations not only in sugar and in ameng the manufacturers. Certainly we want te investig-
coal, but in many other articles. A combine is in existence ate the resnIts cf combines ameng importers and people who
to day for oatmeal, for biscuits, for confectionery, for coal buy and sol. They may ho ail right-I do net siy whe.
oil; and the financial success which bas attended the oper- ther they are riglt or wrong; but certainly affaira have
ations of the combine and trusts already formed will natur- core te a pasg when an investigation should take place
ally encourage other manufacturers and producers to go as te whether they are right or wrong, and if wrong,
into this sort of arrangement frorm which there seems to be some remedy sbonld be found. When 1 saw this motion, I
so much profit. We know further that many articles pro- concluded that we had arrived at the third and lat stage cf
duced in Englind, which are not produced in this country, the systemn cf protection. The first stage, we knew, was
or not to any extent, or not of the same quality as those very pleasant for the manufacturers, at Icast. They bad
produced in the old country, are sold in Canada according the market te themsclves, and they mado meney, cf course,
to prices regulated in England. The manufacturer in Eng- at the expense cf the consumera. Wall, that hasted a while,
land sells at a certain price, and he compels the Canadian until it tecame appnrent te people who had money te in-
dealer to sell those articles at not less than a certain figure. vest tbat there wete splendid epportunities for making
I think it should be the daty cf this committee, if money by going into soma cf these prected industries.
it should be the wish of the House to appoint it, Thon everybody rushed in whe coald get a chance, and
to investigate these matters also. Some persons have said what the resuit was before long, in this country, is a mat-
that the remedy for this state of affairs is to abolish the ter of history. These higbly protected industries wcre
duties on theso articles. I sec tiat some newspapers ucarly ai overdone, and the nanufacturers in their tam
have taken the ground that the remedy for the sugar corn- sufed boss. Wall, for a short time the consuers reaped
bine is to abolish the duties on sugar. I do not agree with the bcnefit cf that, and the advocates cf a high tarif told the
that proposition. I think the National Policy is calculated country: IThere you seo, you are getting competition; that
to stand on its own merits. I think that this country can is what we promised you, you are getting competition, and
abolish and destroy the combines without destroying the yen are getting cheap gcods." As a resait cf this competi-
efficacy of the National Policy. Last year, the duty on tien among the manufactarera the third stage cf the pro.
coal was abolished, but, instead of the combine ceasing to tective system at hast came on, namoIy, combines among
have its influence and power, though we have free coal in manufacturera te pretect themacîves againat the public. A
Canada, of the kind commonly consumed in our houses, that great deai tee much capital lid been threwn into these
combine is more powerful to.day than it was last year when prected industries, tbey were being worked at a boss, and
there was a duty upon it, showing that the effect of the the third stage bas now arrived, that is te say, combines
National Policy, the effect of the duties, has nothing to do ameng the manufacturers against the people. Now, we see
with the combines which are formed. I would prefer to that exactly the same thing bas occurred in the United
have the duty on an article, because we would control, if we States. It la trno that it tok a longer time te manifest
can control, and I think we can, those matters more it6elf there, the country being se large th A it was more
effectively in our own hands, in regard to articles produccd difficuit te form cer binations ef ail the persons engagod
in this country. We have precedents for the course we in the diffarent industrios. The new Morrill Tarif came
propose to be taken. ln the United States, where those into force in April, 1865, and it was net until the hast year
trusts and combines are more powerful than they are in or twe that thtse combines have been formed. It teck more
Canada, we find that, in the State Legislature at Albany, than 20 years for the interests who wore suffering frein the
they have introduced a Bill for the suppression of those competition that naturabby came abeutte protecttbemsolves
combints. I have a copy of that Bil, and it deals most by combines. But ia Canada, being a mach smaller country,
effectively with ibis question. A fter the House of Cormmons we have reached the third stuge mach morerapdiy, aud we
have investigated this matter, if necessary, if we cannot have eaught ai) to the United Statcs, although we have oniy
accomplish our purpose in any other way-and perhaps we been eigbt or nine years arder a high ptetective tarif.
canr,ot-we can follow the example set by the United Now, havicg met here tc-day, we oaght to try, la a states-
8!ates in this matter by bringing in a Bill which will have manlike manner, te find a remdy for the cviis that exist.
the effect f destroying and making iilegal ail these com.Not only ut Albany, la the Legislature cf t Sta et
bines, which net ory raise the prices te the people cf Nw York, as the hon. genatem n sayse, bt in the


