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, I have the honour to refer to your Note No. 126
of November 7, 1956, and 'to 'recent-consultations;between -:
representatives of ‘our two ‘Governments regarding:excavations
in the St. Lawrence'River north- and ‘south of :Cornwall -Island.
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+ " The:Canadian Government ‘cannot accept :the:opinion -
of the United States Government that ‘the Canadlan decislion -
to undertake  twenty-seven foot excavations:in‘'the Cornwall -.
north channel 1s not in accord with:the exchange of notes
of August%17;“1954;“orfotherfarrangementsibetweeﬁithe'tWOf
countries.- In its note of August 17, 1954, the Canadlan
Government declared its intention. to complete twenty-seven
foot navigation works on'the Canadianiside ‘of-‘the 'Inter-':’
national Rapids ‘Section, if ‘and ‘when:it'considered, -after:’.

- consulting your Government, that parallel ‘facilities were -
required. ' The :Canadian Government ‘does not" propose’ito
complete parallel navigationifacilities ‘at Cornwall<at an

early?date:i‘HoweVerﬁfit‘ccnéidefsJthatﬁthefCanadianfbights;xggf f}

to build ‘such facilities, includingitwenty-seven’foot aiis

excavations north’of :Cornwall ‘Island): was‘réservediin the SR

1954 'exchange of ‘notes ‘and’in‘the~other-exchanges‘of notes:
_and»lettegs‘onjtbe}StffLawrenCé‘prdjéctSﬁ‘wheregs‘thésef._‘
exchanges of notés and‘letters cover’only ‘by!implication -

. the navigation ‘excavations’ini:the south”channel/< Moreover,

the north' charinel excavations will compensate‘for the ‘south - . °

" channél ‘excavations and ‘thusiser
" Boundary Waters !Treaty. i v«
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Engineers of the two seaway entities met on

~ July 18, 1956,?andievolvédiplans*forftheiexCaVatiéns?iﬁibQ£h {ilQ;f

channels:and ‘for the apportionment betweentthe twoTseaway
. entities ‘of “responsibility for the different parts‘of ‘the
work. :'The "Canadian ‘Government finds that these plans meet

" the requirements of the Boundary Waters Treaty, and accepts f?f}ﬂf;
- responsibility for the excavations in' the north channel and .o
a part of those in the south. The Government has accordingly -

‘directed that, as the Saint Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation proceeds with its excavations-<in-the!south

channel, the- St. Lawrence Seaway Authority should concurrently ‘;‘f

undertake the exeavations assigned to it in the July 18 -
arrangements. It -1s.undeestood that the two power entitles '
wlll make a contribution to:the'costs of-‘these excavations. -

As ‘the plans envisage that each entity will undertake’excavatibng{f»

inthe territory of both countries, the Canadian Government
is prepared to grant customs and immigration waivers on
a reclprocal basis, o . :

’ Accept, Excellency, the renewed assuranées of oy
highest consideration. oL

(SIGNED) L.B. PEARSON .

Secretary of State
- for External Affalrs.

 Hls Excellency
‘Livingston T. Merchant, ' : .
Ambassador of the United States of America,
Ottawa, , o o
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