
Athlete: Any Person who competes in sport at the international level (as defined by each International 
Federation) or the national level (as defined by each National Anti-Doping Organization). An 
Anti-Doping Organization has discretion to apply anti-doping rules to an Athlete who is neither an 
International-Level Athlete nor a National-Level Athlete, and thus to bring them within the definition of 
“Athlete.” In relation to Athletes who are neither International-Level nor National-Level Athletes, 
an Anti-Doping Organization may elect to: conduct limited Testing or no Testing at all; analyze 
Samples for less than the full menu of Prohibited Substances', require limited or no whereabouts 
information; or not require advance TUEs. However, if an Article 2.1, 2.3 or 2.5 anti-doping rule 
violation is committed by any Athlete over whom an Anti-Doping Organization has authority who 
competes below the international or national level, then the Consequences set forth in the Code 
(except Article 14.3.2) must be applied. For purposes of Article 2.8 and Article 2.9 and for 
purposes of anti-doping information and education, any Person who participates in sport under the 
authority of any Signatory, government, or other sports organization accepting the Code is an 
Athlete.

[Comment: This definition makes it clear that all International- and National-Level Athletes are 
subject to the anti-doping rules of the Code, with the precise definitions of international- and 
national-level sport to be set forth in the anti-doping rules of the International Federations and 
National Anti-Doping Organizations, respectively. The definition also allows each National 
Anti-Doping Organization, if it chooses to do so, to expand its anti-doping program beyond 
International- or National-Level Athletes to competitors at lower levels of Competition or to 
individuals who engage in fitness activities but do not compete at all. Thus, a National Anti-Doping 
Organization could, for example, elect to test recreational-level competitors but not require 
advance TUEs. But an anti-doping rule violation involving an Adverse Analytical Finding or 
Tampering, results in all of the Consequences provided for in the Code (with the exception of 
Article 14.3.2). The decision on whether Consequences apply to recreational-level Athletes who 
engage in fitness activities but never compete is left to the National Anti-Doping Organization. In 
the same manner, a Major Event Organization holding an Event only for masters-level competitors 
could elect to test the competitors but not analyze Samples for the full menu of Prohibited 
Substances. Competitors at all levels of Competition should receive the benefit of anti-doping 
information and education.]

Code: The World Anti-Doping Code.

Competition: A single race, match, game or singular sport contest. For example, a basketball 
game or the finals of the Olympic 100-meter race in athletics. For stage races and other sport 
contests where prizes are awarded on a daily or other interim basis the distinction between a 
Competition and an Event will be as provided in the rules of the applicable International 
Federation.

Event: A series of individual Competitions conducted together under one ruling body (e.g., the 
Olympic Games, FIN A World Championships, or Pan American Games).
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