
Domestic law andpolicies reinforce the marginalisation oflIndigenous Peoples in
Canada, he said. Ever since their land and resources have been dispossessed, Indigenous Peoples
have been living on thè margins of the Canadian economy. Indigenous Peoples issues have often
been an afterthought, an addition to decisions already made. Canadian law has consistently
ignored the interests of Indigenous Peoples and, in some cases, lias prevented themn ftomn taking
full advantage of their talents and resources. They have been considered as people without a
voice and history.

Today, governments have become more sensitive to human riglits. Other changes have
also occurred, including the expansion of free markets. As a resuit, businesses have become
increasingly influential. It remains critical to Canadians and the Canadian goverrnent how
money and corporate power is used. Canada should be the champion of mutually beneficial
trade. "The most significant contribution that Canada can make tokthe security and development
of Indigenous Peoples is to manage Canadian investmnents i a way that ensures a positive net
impact on the indigenous communities which host Canadian resource companies." There bas
been some indication that the private sector is increasingly aware of the need to recognise
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