
CAN WE AFFORD NOT TO

In an addresa to the Fkast Canadien Symposium ont
ReoeSen. in last February, the Mini>ater of Energy,

Mines anqd R.. ources, Mr. Donald S. Macdonald, .*ttd
that Canada would spend "about $25 million over four

yoeqrs on a pilot program for remote sensinig". He
outlined what Canada wpert to gain irom the pr«graln,
part of his reniarks follow:-

.. Let'a just say for the moment that remote
sensing technology wilI play a part in both the

exploitation and conservation of aur resources,

depending on interpretation of the data received and

how mwan chooses ta react to his environment, whether
pursuing ecanomic grawth or assessing its casts in
tem of the quality of lite. Ta reatth precise judgment
about our future resource management w. need more
precise measurement of aur land mass and what it

contains.
It's far too early ta assesa ail the tangible or

in~tan<gble benefits l4loely ta accrue from the invest-
ment requlred ta bring this technology to bear on the
management of obur resaurces, but the Caadian

Government~ believes benefits will be well in~ exeess
~of thie ceosts involird. Giveun the. lindsof cone

expreaaed today about resource scarcity an~d th~e need

to conserve our national asets, the questio really
beomes: -Cati w. affoird not ta participate?

Th1e Canadian Government will spnabu $25
million over four years on a pilot rganfremt
sens jng.

Here's a quiclc rundown on our initial objectivs

Satellite

nation

(3) ta prom~ote research and development and the
diffusion of a new remote sensing technology into
Canada, so that the nation will not becomie de-
pendent on other cauntries for this new technolagy
s<o vital ta effective resource-mana%ement and
environmental contrai;

(4) in ca-aperation with other agencies ta develop high
j'eliaility~ and contiity in the acquisition,
processing and interpretation of remotely sensed

data so that the. national program of remate senslng
wifl not fail to meet the. needs of user agencles.

'Me~ G.vemnment of Canada regards jjetote sensing
of terrain as an xtnso of it. mapng funtito. -

copemnay to its toogapica qiappipg. A 4 s
of~ ~ ~~P aegapia inp o ariu thermes wil be

drd fromremoteses dat, Al te atavwill b
strda centa reoitr and made available on

request ta meet the needs of gavernment, industry and
th~e pu~blic at large. Canada's National Air Photo

Lbayis currently being exane an qupedfo

Stat ion

not be The pictures will produce~ a greût deal of neý
ees. information about Canada's water resource. Tih

advance and retreat of i nhter~ conditions as re>pri
sentedE by snow an d e over, the~ freeu an

in the break-up cf unes wtez levels in laksnd rese:
it has vbirs, shore euosioi, the forainadmvmn

Lctural sea ice can all b>e detected by saelt imgen
sental Ifrared ioeaging can detect temperature changes of

fraction. of a. degree centigrade. Warm or cold ocvea
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