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ARTICLE 12

In so far as the Geneva Conventions of 1949 for the protection of war victims
or the Additional Protocols to those Conventions are applicable to a particular act
of hostage-taking, and in so far as States Parties to this Convention are bound under
those conventions to prosecute or hand over the hostage-taker, the present Con-
vention shall not apply to an act of hostage-taking committed in the course of armed
conflicts as defined in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Protocols thereto,
including armed conflicts mentioned in article 1, paragraph 4, of Additional
Protocol I of 1977, in which peoples are fighting against colonial domination and
alien occupation and against racist régimes in the exercise of their right of self-
determination, as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declara-
tion on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 13

This Convention shall not apply where the offence is committed within a single
State, the hostage and the alleged offender are nationals of that State and the alleged
offender is found in the territory of that State.

ARTICLE 14

Nothing in this Convention shall be construed as justifying the violation of the
territorial integrity or political independence of a State in contravention of the Charter
of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 15

The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the application of the Treaties
on Asylum, in force at the date of the adoption of this Convention, as between the
States which are parties to those Treaties; but a State Party to this convention may
not invoke those Treaties with respect to another State Party to this Convention which
is not a party to those treaties.

ARTICLE 16

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpreta-
tion or application of this Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at
the request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months from
the date of the request for arbitration the parties are unable to agree on the organiza-
tion of the arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the Court.


