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. The consequences of the National Party electoral victory and Mr. de
Klerk's accession to the State Presidency 1last September have been
dramatic and, to . South Africans of all races, breathtaking. At the
opening of Parliament on 2 February 1990, President de Klerk announced.
the unbanning of 36 organizations and their leaders, including the ANC,
PAC and South African Communist Party. - Among the. freed were those who
had been detained when their organizations had been banned, along with
some 374 others 'subject to restriction orders. The President confirmed
his intention to repeal the Separate Amenities Act and announced the

imminent - release of Nelson Mandela, a promise which became a reality on
11 February 1990.

Since then the President has met with Mr. Mandela privately and
Wwith .an- ANC team in an attempt to lay the groundwork for more formal
constitutional - negotiations.: Initial reports have suggested that
genuine progress was made toward the diminution of obstacles to the
commencement of substantive negotiations. On the Government's side, the
ANC's ongoing adherence to armed struggle has remained a stumbling block
while the continuing state of emergehcy and the remaining political
exiles and detainees are equally inhibiting to the ANC. The carefully
balanced result of these meetings included a promise by the Government
to review security legislation and to work toward raising the state of
emergency, an undertaking by the ANC to look hard and earnestly at the
ending . of armed struggle and, finally, agreement to establish a joint
working group .to look into such' contentious issues as the release of
political prisoners and the return of exiles. They also agreed to open

channels of communication aimed at -‘curbing violence and intimidation
from whatever quarter.

The expectations raised by Nelson Mandela's release, the unbanning
of individuals and political organizations and the promise of a  new
South Africa have 1led to more unrest and violence. Those Who have
waited patiently, in anger or despair have been given fresh hope and
determination and are increasingly frustrated that tangible results are
slow in coming. This attitude and the often mindless and vicious
response of security forces have led to renewed clashes, more violence
and frequent tragedy. In the absence of a meeting and agreement by Mr.
Mandela and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the power struggle between the
UDF/COSATU and Inkatha has continued and intensified. The Government's
Homelands policy is collapsing in the face of demands by their citizens
for an end to corruption and for reintegration into South Africa. The
growing impatience and radicalism of the non-Whites is mirrored by an
equally serious threat from the ultra conservative radical right whose
leaders . have openly threatened to take the law into their own hands to
preserve a White Afrikaner society.

Disunity within .the ranks -of both the White and non-White
communities remains a threat to progress toward reform and a democratic,
non-racial society. While the more liberal Democratic Party has had its
policies adopted holus bolus by the National Party, the right wing
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