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tcaclîing Nature Stildy. -as forteci1 ania, t

aritliic e geography, histe orN. etc. ? and v'et, wiich t

is tli, mocre imuportanit 10 the life (-f tUe idvda
I' firnîilv U'lcev that Nature Std.prop)erly taulit,c

istu ntral bridge cf the e\xpan(Iii initellect freinl

the litiited experieiîces cf the scilses to tue great

realmn of Nvorld knoxvledge1. 'l'lie transition Uv

Nature Studv iio(l is easv aîid ratiotiai, and( tUe

puipil reâtcling the large reali Uv tliis roa<l Nili neot

suifer tue ioss cf blis ciîilihood'.S joN'S. 1)I11 the sensQe

perception. Nviil bc traiiied ani quiiceed( iu their
action, aîîd tlie ilitcilectnlal avpreciatioli iarveloitsiy

cnriclcd Uv, tic fulller kofldg iatuirer Nycars.

Iii tlîis connecticil I caunot re frain freini quotiiig

again froni -the article hefore nîentiolied :-It senîs
probtable tliat nulosi children are poteiitiai biologists.
te some extelît. but oiv a fcxv are able te break
through the crust cf itîdifferetîce ani opposition

which surroninds theni a iittle later. aii( reinain
naturalists te the end. If this is truc, and it is

aIso trtie tiîat stimulation at an eariv age is very
important,. the Nature Studv niovenlient in the
schools mnav yet produce great resuits for science.
Howcver, iii the ab)sence cf sulitable teachers. an(i

in vicw cf the crowded cuir riculumn and consequciit
wearincss cf the pulpils, one fears tlîat iili înauiiin-
stanîces tic effectq cf a Nature Studv course'nî-ix
bc the reverse cf those dcsired. Thiere ma\, Uc
fatigue an(l disguist with the wvlîle subject."

It is the purpose cf this discussion to scck, if pos-
sible. the meanls cf avoiding tlîe -sad failure juist iii-

dicated. and xve return- te the question :Canti Ue
mietlîod sui-geslcd Uc appliedl with a fair degrec cf
success Uv the average teacher lu the comnion
school? Tf the average teacher cati posscss the
qualifications enuiiierated. the answer nist Uc in
the affirmative. T cannet Uclieve that mnaiv cf our
teachers are thtis quaiied at present. Neither the
available statisticr. ueor tlîe repirte(i sucress ilu Na-_
ture Studv tcaching justify that assumnptioti.

Acquiitioti cf the îîeccssary ,qualificationîs is.

however' witiiin the power cf cvery teacher that
ough.t to Uc engaged lu the Professioni, at ieast te
a (legrce sufficient for the attaitnuietit cf a fair
amnount of success in teaching. but detcrniimed effort
15s necessary upon the teacher's part. One o.f tilese
qualifications is so muclu niore depetîdent oii cx-
ternai aid, anid is se imîportaînt as acondition for
acquiring the ethers. tlîat a defitîlte plqin for its
attainiînt wiil Uc cffcrcd. It appears te mie iliat
te obtain senie intelliLgent anîd heipful inîstruction lu
Nature ,.Stuidy mcthods, or some training ini obser-
vation, offers te the common scliooi' teachers 11oW
engaged iii tieir professioni, difficuilties tlîat are not
te Uc stirmouintcd Uv niany apari froin asqistaîice
fromn without. Tlîe isolation of' the sclîoois, the
eîîforced financial limitations tupen travel. ani( con-
sequent inabilitv te meet and reniain iii conîtact xiii
trained ohservers long- elnougli toy assimnilate tîcir
niethods and their entiiusiasml, arc obstacles neot tc
Uc rcmove(l Uv the nîcre wiliitiness cf tue teachers
to surmiount thcmîî. I have reason 'aise te Uciieve

li tUe l1l111lher of trailled ebservers ilot only in

Uc coullti, jeof Khl' uîgs ad il atts, but also iii the

reiiCL ahlrge. is ai preselit sinail. and ibis is a
~Oilitioll t11, wiI rellr er t() change. Tlic

aflook for ani rapid ainîcllratien of existmng con-

litions is therefore not Urjglit. A p)lani, however,

las occuirredl te nie tliat. carried into execuition,

niighit furnish tUe requisite training to the teachers,

assist theni ini carrviiig out tUe prescribed work iii

Nature Stuldy Uv the inctho(l previously outiined,

ai(l ilu tUe accumuiilaýtionl of knowlcdge about our

Ceuiiltr\v and 1)e of real serVice to science.
'lcre were, last year, iu Rings Couinty 126

schoois. i 2o of Nichel arc iii session for the year.

lherc is a verv -ooci roa( l) opf the counity, froni

wluch an enlargeci copy cctil( bc takcn fo'r every

sehool section U)v the teachcr iocated thcrc. Where

clii roa(i5 have becu abandoned, or ncw eues open-

cd, corresponiig aiterations Couild be efltèed( on

tic nîap. Observations couid ihen be commnenced

b\v teacher and( pupils. Brooks and sniali streatns

cculd Uc traced, (lwelligs located. arcas of culti-

vate(l, pasture. barren, ani forest land outhincd, and

pertinent facts about each recorded. The naines

of plants, aimiais, and iiniierals. or rocks, as far as

these could be ascertaiiied, coul(l Uc written iii at

Uic locations where obscrved; and as information
accurnuiatcd, classes of data could be aggregatcd
upon duplicate plans, as previotLiy suggested.
1)ifferent subjccts couid then be assigned to the dif-

fcrent grades, according te the stëgc of advance-
nient, an(l the wiîoli move on systemnaticaily and

1 )rcgressiveiy.
If this plan wcre adcpte(i, both teacher and pupils

would Uc engage(i for a-part cf their time in seeing
things, or striving te sec tlîcm, as they are. No

inatter xvhai the objccts stuicd( rnay Uc, training in

oUservation is being obtaincd Uby ail. As the study
cf any subjcct prccecds, and Uhc ground becomes
more familiair, interest an(i enthuisiasm usually -fol-

iow; and this is even more truc of Nature Study.

With acquisition cf knowiedge, and growing inter-
est, cornes thè ncecessity for bocks cf reference, and

Confidence iii Uic value cf the prescribed course.
The attainnment inipreves the teaching power. The

l)rescribe(l work is carricd eut in spirit, if riet
strictiv iii letier. au(l Uoth teacher and pupil greatly
becnefitted. * * * *

If the resuits te Uc achicvcd Uy this plan were no
other than the training cf teachers and pupils in
observation, an(i tiîcir zintroduction to the know-
ledgc cf the wealth ani wonder cf their immediate
surrounidings, their value would stili be sufflcientiy
grcat te justify a detcrnîined effort te secure themn.
Tliere is, however, an additional and wider use for
the information se collected that should furnish to
the teacher an additionai and powerful stimulus.

There wcrc iu tic County cf Kings last year, i

the comnilion sclîcel grades, J,303 pupils. In Nova
-Scotia there wcre 9 1,ý919. 1If these pupils, with their
cager. inquisitive cycs, could Uc transformed int
observers, and -the observations accurateiy reçord-


