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Current Topics

The political temperature of Cape Breton
has visen so rapidly during the past week
Ing, that it is now at the highest possible point.

¢t the district invaded by the polititians seems little bet-
a Z:::'“ a burning,fiery furnace. Sir Charles Tupper is waging
; Paign of extraordinary vigour. The efforts he is mak-

n
8 show that the fight is not so unequal as it was expected
e,

Cape Breton's
Tempet‘ature,

ney .Mr. George Murray, h'is oppox?ent;, is a popular man,
. elgemc’ resourceful, and influential ; and though it is
¥ that he will be defeated it is generally conceded that
‘fmavzority against him will not be large. Sir Charles
st“?:f"? de?eat would be more than the Government could
“ In its present delicate condition ; but whilst the
il;lmbe‘l‘land War Horse ” is himself striving with all his
iﬂb& his lieutenants are not working with the energy they
all gy, &n.d are beir'lg distanced by the Liberal canvassers in
in ¢ ‘f!ctlons. Tt is the house-to-hou'se work that tells, z?nd
“r‘inlh form of energy the Conservatives have beejn lacking
e tf the whole contest. The supporters of Sir Charles
0 confident of success.

) ertainty. Mr, Murray might possibly win. Tt is never
afe 1o pr - i

Elections are seldom matters

ophesy unless you know.

My It may or may not be true that Mr. Cleve-
- Cleveland's

Position,

On the s
Pre

land wrote his famous * war message” to
forestall any action Congress might take
ame lines ; but from whatever motive he wrote it is
'Y clear now that he did not at the time realize the full

Ore, . .
8a € of the language used by him i the message. It is
1d tha

, t the President authorized Senator Smith, of New
5ey, to say for him : “I regard the Davis resolution as

- Miseh gy . :
thi chey lous, inopportune, and unfortunate.” A month ago

hh: rvtsolutyion would have been in complete accord wit}\
curtda‘r message. But Mr. (‘Jleveland now sees that his
ey Ofltlna-nd ama.?ed the world and that E}Jropeap states-
Buop,, Y excused it on the grq_und of American dxplon)a:mc
nunn-ce'. On Wednesday, in the course of a scathing
the ela_tlon of Mr. Cleveland, Senator Tiilman referred to
the mresl(.lent as a *hesotted tyrant.” Is his training in
~Meaning of words also defective?! Do the American

politicians ever mean half they say?! However that may be,
Mr. Cleveland’s change of heart with respect to the Vene-
zuelan boundary dispute is very apparent. His position is

altogether different.

The world now-a-ddys is so full of gloomy
Mpr. Chamberlain's

Otimi souls wandering about in search of auditors
ptimism,

or publishers that it ix delightfully refresh-
ing to hear a cheery voice raised on high prophesying good
things and langhing at our fears, Last Saturday night Mr.
Chamberlain—it is unnecessary to say twhat Mr. Chamber-
lain—made a speech at Birmingham the chief part of which
——according to the cable report—was devoted to the rela-
tions between Great Britain and the United States. Mr.
Chamberlain is determined to believe that ¢ the American
people and all that is best in the United States would regard
with horror a needless war with their own blood and kin-
dred,” and that Mr. Cleveland ¢ would never drive the two
kindred nations to strife.”  The two nations  were move
closely allied in sentiment and interest than any other, and
while the British looked with horror on anything approach-
ing fratricidal strife, they looked with pleasure upon the
possibility of the Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack float-
ing together in defence of a common cause, sanctioned by
community of sentiment.” Mr. Chamberlain declared amidst
the plaudits of his audience that he would re-echo and recipro-
cate from the bottom of his heart Senator Walcott's noble
words The distinguished
statesman deplored the wasting of breath in a petty South
American boundary dispute, aud expressed the wish that

“ Blood is thicker than water.”

England could count on ¢ the powerful support of the United
States in enforcing the representations which hitherto we
have fruitlessly made in behalf of those who are suffering by

- Turkish tvranny and Turkish fanaticism.” We should like

to helieve that Mr. Chamberlain’s faith in the good will of
the President and people of the United States were well
founded. As Senator Walcott was not “mobbed ” for his
recent great speech in the Senate Mr. Chamberlain may
infer that there is suflicient ground for his faith,

Though the terms of the Remedial Bill
which the Government will soon bring
down are not yet known outside the inner
circle, it has leaked out, so we understand, that an import-

An Ingenious
Clause,

ant compromise clause is under discussion as a means of
combining the opposing elements in the Conservative party
What the nature of this clause may be it is possible to glean
from what is apparently a feeler thrown out by a Toronto
evening paper. It is more than hinted that this clause de-
clares the Bill obsolete wherever Roman Catholics may elect
to take advantage of the methods provided to adopt the pub-
lic school system instead of supporting a separate school. Tt
is obvious that from a party point of view some compromise
of this nature must be found, and the surprising ingenuity
of this clause will attract wide and favourable attention.
Apparently the effect intended is that if the election iy once
made in favour of the existing school there will be no second



