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TN another column we have commenmorated the fact that

Sthe present issue commences our thirteenth volume. An

existence of a paper like TiiE WEEK continued through so

miauX years is satisfactory evidence of a principle of vitality

in the constitution of tlîat paper. It is well known that the

distinguishing feature of onr columns lias been, in the dis-

cussion of political questions, an independence of party or

personal influence. Withiout in the least making invidious

comparisons we may safely say and appeal to our past as

evidence that our motto lias been nullius addictusjurare in

verba mnagistri. We have, we confess, one matter strongly

at heart, and that is, to do0 our utmost to awaken and

encourage a strong Canadiani sentiment. We believe that

wherever possible we shouid assiimilate our institutions and

mode of government to the English model, but at the saine

time we also wish to see our own native talent st rike out for

itself. We desire to see Canadian development on Cana-

dian lines. As for imitating our neighibours to the soutlî of

uis, or making ourselves or our institutions a reflection of

them or theirs, we most strenously object to anytbing of

the kind. We believe that of the two ideals the Britishi is

by far the one to lie preferred. But we do not want to sec

Canada the tail of anybody's Içite. Our efforts should lie

directed to making ourselves able and willing to hold our

own among the nations of the world. This policy we lhave

always vigorously supported, and any other policy or any

policy tending to sink our national individuality we will

forcibly oppose. With this reservation our columns are open

to men of ail opinions for the purpose of giving tbemn an

ppportunity to state their views., In Canada there is a large

and increasing educated class. These men have no satisfac-

tory neutral ground common to ail iii which they can

publish their opinions and argue a debatable question. The

daily press are party papers. They exist i)y, with and for

the party. There are many able mnen who detest party and

everythingy connected with it. They have strong con-

victions on certain subjects, but cannot bring themnselves to

follow A., B., or C. in everything A., B. or C. does or says.

The views of tiiese men, who are generalX' moderate, are rnost

deserving of attention. Thcy miay not bieIl practical politi-

cians," but they are worth listening to witli respect and their

advice followed may save the state. To sucb men as these

THE WEEK is open.

lIn Canada, further, there is required a satisfactory outiet

for that miscellaneous talent which. lies dormant in many peopie.

lIn spite of the demand8 of the age and of the exacting rush

of competition most mn keep somewhere in their heart one

sof t spot f or the pursuits of their leisure hours. We have

moreover an able and zealous scholastic class whose investi-

gations are commencing to bear good fruit. From time to

time spasmodic atkempts have been made to give an opening

in Canada for the abilities of both species of cultured native

talent. The attempt lias, we fear, too often been abortive,

but we mnust not give Up the effort. W'ý have heard objec-

tions to any paper of the objects and standard we dlaini for

TuE WEEK that it is too high a class of paper to bie main.

taiie(l in Canada, that it is beyond the scope of Canadian

intelligence, that it is a generation too 50011, and so on. WE

trust these objections are not well-founded. We believe thE

very contrary, and we trust to sec such gloomy criticism,

not borne out by the resuits. Between the Atlantic and thE

Pacific we maintain several good universities-we turn oui

sonle hundreds of graduates each year. Is it to be bellevec

that these mnen are so destitute of talent that they cannol

produce a national literature ? We acknowledge that th(
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strengtli of the vast mnlajority of these graduates is f rittered

away ini the struggle for daily bread. Many of themn drift

across the border. Many of themn join the Provincial press

and coin their brains for ducats. But there are many who

would welcoxue an opportunity of saying whiat they really

think, of conflding to their fellow-countryrnen their hopes,

their fears and tlîeir fancies. To sucli as these we say,

'- Coîne over into Macedonia and help us." llelp us in sus-

taining a vigorous nion-partizan Canadian literary paper in

which our people may know that they will find public ques-

tions calmly discussed, current topics fairly presented, and

literary work lionestly criticized. lIn dealing with these

mnatters we trust that we shail le moved by neither fear,

favour, nor affection. We lay our work in thec hands of the

Canadiani people and appeal to their patriotisni to miaintain

a Canadian in(lcpendent literary journal.

We feel that an objection îmay lie made that a pape!' of

the class we advocate may becoîne a inediumi for preserving

the fads of cranks. lit is sufficient answer to the objection

that we point it out ourselves. A tree is known by its

fruits and wve must be content to lie judged by whiat we pro-

duce. Good wine, they say, needs no bush. We miake no

pr.otestations, but present our readers with the flrst numiber

of Volume Thirteen. We respectfully bespeak public

support and promise to do ail ve can to deserve it iii the

future as in the past.

Cos lidPI-11t t'Librt. 11

E -i VERY one adnits that Canada cannot renain a depen-

-'J dency mucli longer, no0 matter what the price of

freedom may lie. 'lit is also clear uhat there are only thrce roads

open, anil a little reflection will show that there is only one.

'1o unite witb the United States means an annual expendi-

turc for military purposes of about seventeen millions per

annum, plus the cost of a militia to lie borne by each Pro-

vince. This would bie the smallest cost, but it is mezitioned

because the Nalue of money is understood by nien who

understand nothing else. We might grow iflto the feeling

that f rom seventeen to twenty millions was not too high a

price to pay for national unity, hionour, responsibility,

privileges and l.ife, but to be pitchforked, at a noment's

notice, into payin.g sucli a sum, contracted too by others, ouglit

to take the breath froni the windiest. How mucli worse to lie

pitcbforkcd into a Constitution whicli we hiad 11o hand in

înaking, and into confiicts over dishîonest money, British

aggression, and other issues whicb would perpetually dis-

gust or rasp us, and end by drîvîng most of us out of polîti-

cal life !An apology is required for referring to this road,

but only a reference is made to it, not an argument. lI will not

argue it with anyone. The other road, nicknamed lindepen-

dence, is thornier still. A citizen of thc United States gets

something wortb while, for paying twe nty times as mucli for

military purposes as we pa.Go wher ewilth migLhty

organization of which lie is a member protects him, and at

home the current of the national if e flows througli bis veins

and infinite opportunities of individual enterprise are open

to him. The other day, American missionaries in Asiatic

Turkey reported that they were threatened, and the United

States Minister promptly informed the Porte that if the

threats were followed b 'y action, his Government would hold

the Turkisb ministry personally responsible. This warning

will lie quite enougli, for the American fleet is a reality, and

the United States could exact reparation- more promptly

than any other power, just because it is not in the European

concert, and could act without any suspicion that it intended

to play a selfisb game. But wliat would warnings fromn

the Minister of St. Domin*go, Costa Rica, *0or Venezuela

amount to?' What does the citizen of any of these Il idc-

5pendent " lRepublics get for the military, naval and diplomatic

services of bis State ? Simply the proud consciousness that

lie belongs to Lilliput. Canada i commercial and cosmo-

politan by birtb. Our slips are on every ocean ; our comn-

mercial interests are bound up witb those of the worl; our

issionaries are to lie found in the new Hebrides, where


