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with Rome.” Richard M. Meyer is the author
of a most interesting paper upon * German
Character as Reflected in the National Life
and Literature.” ‘‘In psychological insight,
the Germans,” says the writer, ‘‘ far surpassed
the Romance nations, who always identified a
character with a particular quality. -In like
manner, the German study of national psycho-
logy stond far in advance of the nativechar-
acterization by epithets common in former
times,—‘ The Faithless Phcenician,” *‘The
Cunning Armenian.”

“Alfred, Lord Tennyson,” is the name
of the frontispiece of the Magazine of
Poetry for January. Nettie Leila Michel
gives a short sketch of Thomas Buchanan
Read. Helen Hunt Jackson is discussed

by Jeannette Ward. Mary Ware is the

subject of a paper from the pen of Col. Benja-
min F, Sawyer. Harriette G. Pennell is taken
up by George Newell Lovejoy. Amongst the
selections from this author's works is a poem
entitled, ‘‘Through Dreamy Days in Autumn
Woods,” from which we quote the following
stanza :
And here and there, above, below,
Still gleamed the colors summer wore ;
Aiolian breezes sang to us,
Along the path we wandered o'er,
Through dreamy days in autumn woods.
Eva Marie Kennedy in a paper on Tenny-
son says, ‘“‘Hia verse exemplifies the ornate in
poetry.” We have no doubt as to the mean-
in% of this criticism, but “‘ornate” is emphati-
cally not the word to use.

“H, M. S. ‘Blake’ in the Dry Dock,

Halifax.” is the title of the frontispiece of .

The Dominion Illustrated monthly for
January. Stuart Livingstone contributes a
very clever story entitled ““ Told in the Ball-
room,” which is followed by ‘‘ Regret,” a re-
mirkably pretty little poem from the pen of
Sophie M. Almon—Hensley. * Cricket in
Caunada,” is continuad in a paper by G G. S.
Lindsey. Alice Jones writes a short but
interasting sketch of ¢ The Misericordia in
Florence.” * Choirs an1 Choir Singing in
Toronto,” is the subject of a valuable article
by 8. Frances Harrison. F. Blake Crofton
quotes from the first chorus in the Antigone
apropos of the defeat of the Republican party.

e might have quoted another passage from
the mouth of Creon still more applicable, but
then, as he shrewdly ramarks, Sophocles ¢ is
not usually counted among the prophets.”
For the rest, his- ** Scraps and Snaps " is one
of the most readable contributions to a first-
rate number.

William G. Kingsland opens the January
number of Poet Lore with a paper entitled
“ John Ruskin as Letter-Writer.” Samuel D.
Davies draws a parallel between ¢‘Shakes-
peare’s Miranda and Tennyson's Elaine.”
We cannot feel that the writer has added in
any way to the charm which aurrounds these
heroines, but his analysis is in the main un-
doubtedly correct. ‘‘ The Wheel of Fortune ”
is & translation by Anna Robertson Brown, of
the Thornton Morte Arth r. °‘The Demo-
‘eracy of Aprile” is the name of a paper recently
read before the Browning Society of Boston
by Charles G. Ames. Thiasis followed by “ A
Study of Tennyson's ‘Locksley Hall’ and
*Sixty Years After,”” by P. A. C. This will
undoubtedlv bs useful to the teachors, for
whose benefit it has been written, but as a
profound study of these great poems we
caunot regard it. * The Norwegian Peasant
Lad ani His Dream—Tune,” translated by E.
D. Girdlestone from Bjornstjerne Bjornson,
appears in this number.

J. E. Redmond, M. P., commences the
January For nightly with a paper upon  The
South Meath Election.” *‘That the Catholics
of Ireland,” says Mr. Redmond, sententiously,
‘‘ are determined not to permit an ecclesiasti-
cal ascendency in their vountry’'s polities is

roved beyond doubt by this Meath petition.’

..J. Corbet follows with an uncompromising
paper on “The Increase of Insanity.” After
dwelling upon the abnormal increase and its
attending evils, he observes: * The writer
feels quite safe, however, in asserting from
previous knowledge that, with the exception
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-of ‘“hereditary predisposition,’ intemperanece

is the most fruitful exciting cause of lunacy.”
Lepel Griffin contributes an intereating paper
entitled * The Amir of Afghanistan.” ‘‘lierra
Del Fuego” is the subject of an article from
the pen of D. R. O'sull van - The writer
gives a graphic account of the Fuegians ‘‘in
a state of almost complete nudity, and with
no domestic ties other than bind a hard-worked
and ill used slave to & merciless and bratal
taskmaster. Surely,” he exclams, ‘on this
wide earth there are no people so cruell
circ imstanced and so utterly devoid even of
the meanest pleasures of existence as these
miserable inhabitant: of the Land of Fire.”
David F. Schloss contributes a valuable paper
with the significant title **The Dearness of
‘Cheap’ Labor.” Miss March—Phillips is the
author of a paper on *Small Farms,” which
is certa nly worth reading. Sir Julius Vogel,
K. C. M. G., concludes a most readable issue
with ¢ Social Pol tics in New Zealand.”

LITERARY AND PERSONAL.

The Earl of Aberdeen, it is stated, will
succeed Lord Stanley as our next Governor-
General, :

The new proprietors of The Pall Mall pro-
pose to publish a monthly magazine early this
year.

A novel entitled ** Red Diamonds,” by Mr.
Justin McCarthy, M. P., will appear serially
in The Family Circle early in the new year.

After March The Eaglish Illustrated Maga-
zine passes under the control of Mr. Edward
Arnold, who has bought it from Messrs. Mac-
millan.

Z>la’s new novel, ‘‘Docteur Pascal,” which
brings to an end the long history of the Rou-
gon-Macquart fawily, will make its first ap-
pearance in the Revue Hebdomadaira.

The Homs Publishing Company, 3 East
14th Street, New York, will issue early in
February a reprint of that most successful
story by Gilbert Parker, ‘‘The Chief Factor.”

“ The Private Life of the Great Compasers,”
by John Frederick Rowbotham, just issued by

esars. Isbister & Co., should have an atirac-
tion for musical circles. Itis liberally supplied
with portraits.

Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, editor of the Maga- ‘

zine of American.History, died recently at
New York. She was a voluminous writer.
Her chief work was a history of New York
city.

Mrs. Burnett, in a echarming chapter of her
gerial, “The One I Knew the Best of All”
gives (in the February Scribner) her recollec-
fions of the books which most influenced her
imagination in childhood.

Professor Montgomery, of the University
of Utah, has returned from a ten days’ trip in
southern Utah, bringing with him haman skel-
etons, stone and bone implements of prehis.
toric manufacburs, and specimens of ores,
minerals, rocks and fossils for the University.

It is announced that John Ruskin, the
celebrated writer on art, will never do an
more work. The disease of the brain, whic
has for some time affected him, is increasing.
He is docile and generally quiet, but has a de-
lusion that he is surrounded by enemies who
are awaitiog a chance to assault him.

We regret to hear of a report which tells
us that perhaps the most gifted of modern nov-
elists is dying of consumption. Robert Louis
Stevenson has done so much excellent work,
and has entered into the lives of so many
of us, that his death in the island of Samoa
would seem a personal lossto ne small number
of the English spesking world.

Sarah Janette Duncan, whose facile pen is
well known in the columns of the Week, is
the author of a serial now appearing in the
Saturday Globe. The success of this Canadi-
an author is ag conspicuous as it is deserved,
and “The Simple Adventures of a Memsahib™
are sure to arouse the interest of that large
body of human beings who call themselves,
somewhat vaguely, readers of fiction.
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