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Instead of which he was greeted with a volley of abuse
andeondemnation, for as the General explained, "If his
time was corne it was flot the 8oldier's duty to interfere."
We believe that this action, rneritorious as it miglit seem
t.o more werldly natures, neither received tbanks ner any
other ulterior benefits from the hands of the man whose
life lie liad undouhtedly saved. On another occasion,

:omebat similar to the last, Gordon, wbiist walking On

cf his European subordinates, was pursued, whien some two
or three hundred yards from the bank of the river, by
hostile Arabs. They were well aware wbo the white
stranger was, and were desirous to revenge themselves
upon their governors by getting rid of se distinguished a
person as the Governor-General. But thougli they folio wed
him down to the water's edge, they hesitated to attack the
emaîl party before them. When they reached the water's
edge, and further retreat for the time was net possible,
owing to the boat being i mid stream, it seemed more
than probable to the majority of the party that the end
had corne. But Gordon did net seem to, take any notice of
the hostile Arabs surrounding bim, aithougli their threaten-
ini attitudes and gestures betrayed, witliout any doubt, to
the remainder of his party wliat their sinister intentions
were. At that critical moment a hippopotamus rose aut the
edge cf the river amongst the reeds, and Gordon, with the
greatest caîmness and indifference te his perileus surround-
ings, promptiy turned on bis lied and shot the hippopota-
mus dead. Whether it was the apparent indifference to
their presence or the obvious contemipt for the impending
danger we do flot know, but the Arabs allowed Gordon
and bis party to return to their dahab.pyah without molest-
ing them in any way. Another curious trait in (lordon's
character was bis fondness for dromedaries or riding camels,
ne possessed, wlien at Khartoum, a very large stable of
these useful beasts, and lie did flot care what lie had to
pay for them ; but have themi be would. Ile would enter
a village and ask what ma possesscd the fastest dromedary.
On receiving the information, lie would send for the cwner
and effer to buy bis beast and take it away with him on
bis next journey, generally paying a mucli larger sum than
was asked by the avaricious owner. Many other anecdotes
of this iemarkable ma and his stili more remarkabie life
in the Soudan have been related te us by the saine eye-
witness, but space does flot permit us to reproduce more in
our present article.-Hlorse Guards (Jazdts.

MUSIC AND NIE DIL4MA.

ON Monday evening Miss Kate Castîcton commenced
a, week's engagement at the Grand Opera Huse, and the

~p For goodness' sake, dorî't say 1 told you " served to

il~ raw fair bouses, the individuals of wbichi went, were
amused, and came away again, wondering what had pleased
them. Fer, after ail, the play, A I>aper Doil, is about as
sensible a piece of patchwork, drarnatically considered, as

Pone could well conceive. It simiply seeves as a bag in
which te carry about a lot of variety specialties and a littie
oharacter acting. Tbese amuse, of course, but they do 'ne
goed, and 1 fancy that unless Kate Castîcton develops
further capabilities, ber business as a soudretie wili seon
pali on the public, especially as she is losing the charm of
slenderness for, which sbe was once noted. A ray of
brightness in the ola podrida of the play is the wit of
16Horace Buckley," thougli it is of the minstrel erder.
Stili, it is very funny in its paradoxical cleverness.

I '~ AN example weli worthy of being followed lias been

net by Mr. S. Hl. Janes, wlio, witli mest praisewortby
liberality, bias offered a scholarship for one year in the
Toronto Conservatory of Music, in the bigliest grade of the
piano department. There are doubtîcas oeany in Toronto
whe bave latent musical talent, but whose circumstances
forbld the cornparatively, beavy expense of pursuing a
course of systematic and well-outlined study, and if a
series of scliolarsbips, like that gîvea by Mr. Janes, were'4! * e by liberai muusic.lovers, witli the object of aiding
snob talent, many a pupil of more than ordinary excellence

p. miglit be found te do credit te such an institution as the[ 'eratry

EDWIN BOOTII lias made a magnificerît present to the
Players' Club in the shape cf a splendid club bouse at No.
16 Graniercy Park, New York, at a cost of over $200,000.
The decorations cf the club are handsome and solid, and
in the dinîng-room is thim quotation "Moutli it, as many

f players do," opposite to it being "'Sit by my side and let
the world slde, for we shahl neyer be younger." There is
aIsa a library centaining 12900 volumes presented by Mr.
Beotb, 2000 presented by Lawrence Barrett, and a large
number of rare and priceleas works, the gifts cf others.

A. C. WHEER, known te the woend by lis nom de
plume of Nyma Crinkie, eue cf the mest conservative cf
American critics, now goes into raptures over Mrs. Potter's

SCleopatra," that lady's latest creatien. He says: Ilu
the mere matter olf regal magnificence she certuinly out-
otripped ail lier receut rivals in cestumery. . . . She
gave new significance and new beauty te the work and
incidents and business whicli bave hitherto been oftenest
overleeked or slighted for the censpicuousiy Vumultucus

epiede. .. .She makes Cleepatra a teusing, winning,
~., capricieus, petulant, quick-tempered, and semewbat un-

srupuleus woman, and net a lieuvy tragedienne, as the
otage tradition prescrnts. . . . She gave us an entirely
new (Jleopatra, wbicli was in colour, ia appearauce, in
womà~nly oraf t and delioacy and cupricioneness lier own,
without uming a4iy the less Shakespear a And yet one

can read between the lines cf Min. Wheeler's notice, for
one cannot caîl it criticism, an evident and labourod eff)rt
to present only the laudable in Mirs. Potter's perforniince,
even going to the extont cf belittiing Mary Anderson in
cempanisen. Wliylie dees this he himself best knows.

THiAT this opinion is net shared by everybody is shewn
by the following fnom Music and Drama Mrs. Potter,
undauinted by the citicisms which have al ready been passed
upen lier futile efforts te be coisidered an actress, lias
dared te appeun in a rôle in which even the greatest and
mest talented actresses have hesitated to play. Hier IlCleo-
patra " is a farce. LIer first entrauce on the stage from the
barge ut the landing place cf the palace showed how utteriy
beyend lier ubility is the part which she has essayed, und
whicli las eveked the ridicule cf both the public and the
press.. .. .. In lier scenes witli "Antony "lier acting is
se friveleus and vulgar that it savons more cf a clieap
variety performance than unything else, and is utterly
unwortliy of the faintest praise." From al that I can sec
and frein my impressions cf lier acting when in Toronto,
I faucy the latter critîc lias the best cf the matter....

Se we are likely te have the genial P. S. Gilmore, again
in the spring with bis splondid band, and his anivils and
artillery. He is nething if net an erganizer, and this year
lie promises greater things than even, because it is the hi-
decade, or some sncb thing, since lis big Jubulee cf 1869.
Besides securing the assistance cf local choruses in the
cities lie visits, ie lias engaged Signoina De Vere and
Mrs. Blanche Stone Burton, sopranos; Miss Helen Dudley
Campbell, contralto ; Italo Camnpanini, tenor ; (uiseppe
Del Puente, baritone ; and Myron W. Whitney, basse.
This englit te prove streng attraction, and it is te be heped
that the Philharmonic Society will see its wuy te taking
this entertainment up again this year.

ALAS! poor Ilma di Murska! At eue time fôted,
caressed and adored, lier improvidence ieft ber penniless cf
late yeurs, and on Friday last she died at Munichi in extreme
po verty, an ending whose tragic character was accentuated
by the immediately subsequent suicide cf lier beart-broken
daugliter. This brilliant singer was bora in 1843. She
liad a pure and bright soprano voice, nearly tbree octaves
ini cempass, and cf remarkable flexibility, and liên ability
as a bravuru singer wus cf the higbest order. The lust
time she sang in Toronto was in 1879, at the eld rustic
pavilion in the Horticultural Gardens, witb Bignoli, Susini
and Ronconi, when tliey performed Don Pas quale. Lier
Carnival de Venise aud Ast rafiamrnetta aria were wonders.
Hier last days in America were mnucli brightened by the
generous kindness of Chas..E. Pratt and bis famiiy, wlie
enabled lier te reacli ler berne.

MESSRS. MÂSON AND RiIsOH bave bouglit the interests
cf tlie New York Church Organ Company, and will manu-
facture vocalions in both Worcester, Mass., and Toronto.

NOTES.

A NEW opera, Das Steinerne Jlerz, by Ignaz Brïill, lias
scered a brilliant successaut Prague.

VERDI'S Othello reached its tirty-first representation
ut the Vienna Opera ast Decomber.

MR. GERIOKE lias ut ast, after many rumeurs te that
sffect, definitely decided te resigni the conductershîp et the
Boston Symphony Orchestra.

PÂTTI sang te 8,000 people ut the Allient Hall, London,
Eng., and received £700, the langFst suin ever paid te any
singer in England for one evsniug's work.

MR4. J. G. BLAINE, JR., haviug been deserted by ber
husliund, now tbreatens te add another Vo the lis# of society
accresses. She is a liandsome weman, and it is said tht
she is a vocal plienomenon, lieing able te sing a true tenon.

EmiAÂ NEVADA is in great faveur uow. She lias lieen
engaged for forty representations in South Amenica gt
$3,000 sacli. She is te inaugurate the nev Opera Hous
ut Rio Janeiro, whicli is te lie uamed 41Teatro Nevada,"
in lienlienour.

MME. ALBANI eft.Liverpool on the Servia on the l2tb
mast. for bsn Amenican and Canadian concert tour. She
tukes vith ber Orlando Harley, Miss Damian, Barrington
Foote, Signer Bevignani, and W. L. Barrett, a very finisbsd
and socially popular player cf the flute.

By order cf tlie Emperor'cf Germauy a number of
trumpets have lieen imported from Italy for the use et the
baud et the first battalicu cf the regiment cf " Fusilier
Garde." These trumpets are similar te those used in the
fumons lanjare cf the Italian Bersaglieni, whicli pleased
the Emperor se nmach that he procured music and trum-
pets, and ordered tham te lie immediatehy adepted in tlie
German Army.

A LoNDoN despatcli, in speakiug et Cari Rosa's Opera
Company siuging Planquette's Paul Jones, suys : If the
opera is a success it vili be due to an American girl,
Agnes Huntingtou, whe created the part of Paul Jones.
The part wus written eriginully fer a buitons, but lier
deep, velvsty contralto voice, udmiralily trained, met al
the requinements. She is an unusually good actreas as
well, and made an excellent impression, the bouse lieing
enthusiastic and ths cribics inclined te give lier varm

Sraises. The opera is good, without heing remarkable, but
aiow Les Cloches de Corneville botli in story and melodies.
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TORONTO CONSERVÂTORY OP aMUSIC.

Tnip second unnual generul meeting cf the Toronto
Conservatory cf Music was lield on Monday, tlie lGtl
mast., Hon. G. W. Allan, President, occupying the chair.
The report presented te the shareliolders was a very grati.
fying one. It sliowed tliat the finuncial position cf the
Campany was satisfactory, the directors having been abus
flot only te declare a dividend, but te materially reduce
the prelimiuary expenses, cover aIl depreciation on the
furniture account, and carry forwand a balance te the
credit cf profit and loss. The report ef Mn. Edward Fisher,
the Musical Director, sbowed that the increased attend-
ance cf pupils made the leasing cf additional rocms ncs
sury. The report referred te the free advantages off,-rod-
by the Conservatery te its students, te the fortniglitly
recitals, occasional lectures and quarterly concerts, which
are te be continued hs seasen, and te th,) scliolarships-
fi ve in number-presented by the faculty. Twenty-five
per cent, cf the pupils are drawu from cities and towns
outside Toronto, representing many distant sections of the
Dominion, as well as varions parts ef the States. In
closing their report, the directons suggested that early con-
sideration shouhd lie given te the matter cf secnring fer Vlie
Conservatory a building cf its ewn, suitalile for its pur-
poses and sufficieut for the accommodation cf the censtantly
increasing nuraber cf pupils. After congratulatory speeches
by the President, Mr. W. B3. McMurrich, Mn. Janes, Mr.
Pellatt, and others, the following gentlemen were elected
directors for the cunrent year -Hlon. G. W. Allan, Hien.
Chancellor Boyd, Mr. Justice Maclennan, Geo., A. Cox,
A. M. Cosby, Edward Fisher, Elmes 1lenderson, W. B.
MeMurricli, Robert Jaffruy, 1). A. O'Suliivau, LL.D.,
S. Hl. Janes, and Dr. Ryerson. The officers cf tlie Con-
sePrvatory are :-Hon. G. W. Allan, President ; Hon.
Chanceller Boyd and Geo. A. Ccx, Vice-Presideuts; A. M.
Coshy, lon. Treasurer; Edward Fisher, Musical Directer;
and E. L. IRoberts, Secretury.

OUR LIBRA4Ry TABLE.

THERRE VASSAR GIRLS IN FRANcE: A Stcry et the Siege ef
Paris. By Elizabeth W. Cbampney. Ilustrated by
" Champ"1'und ethers. Boston : Estes & Lauiat;
Toronto: Williamson & Ce.

Thisliuudsoine Yolume, and Cltatterl'ox from the same
pubuishers, came toc late for notice among the holiday
bocks cf hsseason; but Vhe "Vussar Girl" series and Chat-
terbox are botli sucli old and well-kuown favourites that
they nequire ne special commendation. The next of «Mrs.
Champuey's atonies will, we nnderstand, take the Vassar
girls te Russia, and another interesting stery may lie
lcoked for utthe end of the year.

B NATRAL. BRITisii LETTERS ILLUSTRATIVE Or CHARACTER AND SOCIAL
B NATRAL.LirE. Edited liy Edwurd T. Muson. New York and

London. G. P. 1utnam's Sous; Toronto: Williamsen
and Company. Tliree vols. 12mo. $4.50.

Letters--especially letters noV written witli a view te pub-
lication-bave a peculian cbunm ; and mauy vniters bave
gained a more enduring fume liy their unstndied cerne-
spondeuce witb fumiliar fiends than by their more
haboured and am bitions werks. The editon efths collection
lias dene a signal service te lovers of this departmeut et
literuture by the skill, taste and completSiiess with wbich
lie bus doue bis werk. lis aim wus I"te presse phases
of life und charucter as descrilied and exemplified by Brit-
ish lette r- wniteris. " bis plan vas a goed eue, and lie bas
carried it ont witli comminendable success. The letters are
grouped under thirteen beadinga, sucli as"IlAutbiographie
Sketchesj," IlGlimpses of Men and Women," "lThe Famýily,'>

6Friendship," Il Mauners, Customs and Behaviour,'"
99National Traits" i"Comedy and Farce," IlWhim and
Faucy," etc. Chronologicul sequence, except in seme in-
stan)ces, bas been disreganded, and an arrangement adopted
whicb. seemfed te the editor most logicul and illustrative.
Letters kaown Vo bave been witten for publication, or
which vere publislied by their writers, bave been exluded;
and, us he bock aimaVto lie a pleasant eue, Ildidactic und
bortutory utterances, and, more especially, uccounts of
affliction, have generally been uvoided."

Ail thîe wîelU known British writers arerepresented in
these volumes, aud many are but slightly kuown. 0f
recent witers Thomas Carlyle, Mrs. Carlyle and Benjamin
Disaeli are frequently quoted; tveot Teuuysou's letters
and severul of Dean Stauiey's appear, but nonse ofTliack-
enuy's te Mrs. Breokfieid have been included, because
of their recent publication in seyeral editiens.

EssÂTs ON PRACTICAL POLITics. By Theodere Roosevelt.
Questions cf the Day. No, XLIX. New York:; G.
p. Putams; Toronto : Williamson and Company.

The essaya in this volume, "cPhases of State Legisha-
tien "land "-Machine Politica in New York City," appeared
oiginally in the Century. Mr. Roosevelt bus heen a
member ef the State Legisiature of New York, and is, et
course, famiiar with the character of its members and
their metheda of egisatien. The representatives fnom
ths country are generuhly very good men, those from the,
great cities the meat ignorant and corrupt. IlThe major.
ity et the Assemblymen from the great cities are 1'very
poor specimens' indeed, whule, on the centrary, the Con-
gresamen who go from them are generaliy pretty good
men. This tact in only one of the many ýwhich go te
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