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THE PRODIGAL SON, OR THE STORY 0F AN wve have done with this parable; but, thçse also are the men who king the aues.

INTELLECTUAL WANDERINQ. from this class are gathered your prophets and priests. Sornetimes they pass
through the fiery furnace and corne out with scarce a haïr singed or the srnell of

The first of four Sermons preached in Zion Church, Montreal, by the Rev. Alfred J. Bray. fire On the garments. Sometimes they corne fromt the land of famine, corne to,
be true, great sons for evermore. Yotir Peters, your ''homnases, your Phuilips,

1. yoor Pauls, your Luthers, are drawn f".om among thein. As yet I like that
ST. IAK: -liv. 1ý3 - younger son. It is grand to receive, 'but grander when receiving you enquire.

Tlhis parable is not only the most heautifil. lut i)er'aps the rnost many- So much for the points of différence in the brothers. I have done with the

ided of ail the 1)arables. '[aken ais the story of an ordinary life wandering -of eider now,, shall have no need to look at irn again. 1 want to follow this

ne purI)oses perverted, of struggle and defeat, thic slow coming of ivant, the youinger. .Look at him there at home-Father and Son-that is the relationship,

erce grip of a.grimn and deadly famine, and the rernorse that follows, the return thev su tam" 'i'hat relation is eternally fixed. His mind hears on it the Father's

.nd the reception ;-it is fuIl Of thic dis inest pathos, trulli andi love. Bot it lias imaýge, the iathier's thought mox'es in it. 'I'here in is innocence and beauty,

uggested another finie of thoughit and teaching to mly mind. 1 propose tI mleu- with. no thouglit of wvandering froni his home, trusting, loving, and always glad,

alise the parahie, to take the narrative forin as given here, toiIow 1)retty closely lie is a soni .And hie ivili alwavs be a son. Tnurning aw'ay from early forms of

hie uines marked ont, and show how a manl with the Lîest of motives mnav va n- fatith, wandering here and there i quest of others, bexvildered and in douht, lost

1er fromn his eariy faith, travel into regions unknown and dangerous, get bcwii- to faith and an alien, lie ivili eser he a son. He cainnot efface the image. He

lered by false teachers, get hexvitched hy the hiarlotry of wvorldly wisdom, hire cannot altogether cast ont the thought. He cannot quench the last sîiark of that

iimself to an alien, that is to say, emhrace and l)rtféss a creed of pure negation, fire kindled first by a father's breath. Don't yon sc the teaching hiethiren. In

Lnd hold it tilI the famine cornes wîth its hot breath to scorch and tvither through your innocent and heautiful childhood the iuage of God was on you, flhe lighit of

he soul ; and then lie is driven hy steps of inward want back to man's original, trulli struck füll on the soni, the fire was kindled by Il im wvho rnade von. Yoli

randest, thouigh simiplest creed, Il Father, forgive, reccive thy soli." have since wandered, douhted, rîoted in unhellef, bunt )-on caninot altogether efface

Believe mie, friends, 1 arn not promipted to do this by any desire to find new the original imipress. X on have buried the fire Linder loali mpon load of black

vays of presenting tlie trulth. 1 amn no seeker after novelties, thoti 1 always ashes, bont the sp)ark is still there. Man may destroy the heautiftul and make ail

'ejoice to be able to put a word of rebuke or of instruction in a new and clear round imii a xvaste and hovigdesert, hut lie is still man, and as manl, helongs

ight ; for it seems to me that Wisclom lias cried in thec streets s0 long, and lier to God. While yolir self, yotur inner self of soul eNi'sts, yoil rnust hear sornewhat
truths hiave l)ecomle sudh undeniahie truismns thiat men have got tn disregard lier. Hiis likencss. Youtî l thns at tîmies. A aemllilt o ugradtis

1I'ruths the most profound and startling seern to lose thecir force and mecaning after righitecinsncss, vont long to have tiuth in ('ahi Postssion, you long to have

from a constant repetîtion. 1"acts that wxear ihe sinme colour, propomid the a settled faith andi homne, yoni are er fdut o r iko iy,ýels

same tea('hings dlay )y (iay, year in anti year ont, soon hecome ohjects ofIdi~ Ls of your parentage ilny lrothier. li pt f u erdntwanderings and

ference, if they are not altogether banishced froin the attention. 'l'ie imagina- 1riotings, wvhile y our soul l ives ( od w Il have a soni, a soli ]i His 0w n likencss, a

tion is a great anti poiverflil elemient in our nature. Christ ofteîî sent 1Lis triaths likeness inarre(l, disfmgutred, lut still hearigsoeremacead hlGo

througli the imaginationi tL the soul. 'I'hc luird on the house-top, thec corn lives yom wililuias a 1 tea 1' ath<'r wronged, rebelled agaînst, simnced against,.
swaying in the stimmer svind, the water gleaming lar down the well, the lily, hut always a i",athcr, and always ready to forgive.

lifting its leuttiful face to the light, innocent chiildhoocl clasjucd to the hreast of 1 niust ask' von now to regartd this YOUng9 rnan as heginning to question his

passionate mnotherhood, ail w'ere to luitm as hroad avenues leading straighit to the early faith. l["or intellectual wa Iaderimîg nex er hcgins l)y doubt of (;o( a'da xvish
inner ('hanibers of tile soul. 'T'ls liLrile is just a mnagnitîcent aî)îeal to thec to break away fromn con-miunion wil ah imn, it heginis 1 thilik in (Inestioning
imagination. Not a pubhican or sinner that hecard IL, hut w ould grasp the gre.lt w'hat mil hias said ahout 'o>d. Manis interpretation of the fiacts of nature and
mystery of godliness, and feel thait lie tuo iuiighit rcturn to lus 1ILither and lus home. oif revelation, mnai15 jtitgriient concerning righIt anti ron)Ig, w here in pleasure sin

Yon will agrec svith nie that thesc arc timies of peî'nliar danger. Speaking,ý hegins anti wherc lii duty the impilerative is touched. N'ow what are flie grçat

broadly we are prosperotis everywliere. Lt is a tinie of îlenty aunt of fulîl tlisturluing forces th at corne to YOnng ami tholughitill rinds ? Perhaps if I i'ent
stijply. We have tremendous energy, Land tlîat lias coniaided Lt tremienitons to the root of tlîe mlatter 1 shou-lti find that it cornles from tins, a great and
success. W~e have sncf a commnand of miaterial w'ealtf as tlîe vorid lias nanifest tdifférenîce l)ew' en i's lîves and their creeds. F"or whien the refic-
neyer seen. Pleasures are refined of mutch of thec old vulgarity anti violence. tive faculties are arousetl anli hegin1 to exercîse thecir rightffal funlctions iii criîicîsm

Learning is in hligfiest esteeni-the sciemitists arc reapiiig La w'onderfiii harvest. that criticismi ls tire'ted fîrsi. of ail iit>t towLr(i creeds, litt toward the mieii and
It sesas if amiends are heing made for some past tines of druught antI svuncm xvhm hold thic riceds, îlot towîard prin ciples n thir abstract form, but

barrenîîess. And our vcry îlenty is our- penI. WeT are in danger of' falliîig toward priiles Ini tlicir concrete l'orn, as ernhodied in daliy iife. ''i on

into the saine mistLlke as diti Lncient Jeslîurun. There is danger Lrising froni mari of w'hom i arn speaking lias lîegimîî to tise his rfleîIv Thie s ounge
the fascimîating lleasures of the day, tliere is daniger arisimîg froin our- love cisc lus critical facuity. He is orkn 'iin iuadawy bent. er
and isorsliil) of wealtlî: tliere is danger arismng fromn the rt'coil fronil ile lias been iLîtiglit i flic orinr po ar ceo me ad alist bs rA.me-
old strictmîess anti stcrmîncess in niatters of sciemîtiflh' and religiîmîs heliefs ; niai. le lîcars memi spcak ofa liolia cree oi te da Calvn i orAe
thlere is not tlîe daniger of a stori, antI beiîîg tîrivemi on to flic rocks to fimîd iii aIl flic work of every daty thiey are dcvoted to, lothing bu.t tile svorid. He
wreck anli dm.ath, lut tliere is thic danîger of soul drifting ii flic talmn. Mcen are fimîds nmen hliltlmi a c'reed Plcdgiiîg tliern to iialke Peace on the earti, ai-id in
drifting imito dothuts, losing thciî' hiolt amîd tlîcir place, driftiiig dreLlmly oui to ac'tioun only miak-mîg war. He hears w'lole cliurcfes preacliig lioliness, aîid secs.
the rocks. Stume have drifîed anti ea lue catrricd m10 furtlier. [ know tliem. theni daill 1u.uptisiIIîgý tlee Ucsli anît te tevil. Hc secs ever-yw'lecre a litige con-
'['hecir dotmbts have givemi birtlî tu mnlorbid impunlses, amît the morluit impîîulses have tradiction betwcnm failili anid practice, anîd lie ttmrns to examine tlîe faitli if haply
givei birtlî to thue inost ilamgerotis reactiomîs. Amui tîmere thcy are, like a sliip lic mnay l'iîd tlie reasum andt exîulamatOmî of the prautice. And tiîat exaniination
fllng impon tlîe samit, gapig mi cvcry seain, crackimng in the smi, drnîttd setîls, is damîgereîs to thec creetl, for 1 helieve thiat tîiere is no seýt of dogmîmas foîîmulatcd
flung on to tlîe rotigf andt pitiless shiores of unluelief. I w'amt to sec his' it camie by memi tîlLt ('ami sLtisfy' ini nîost pboimnts a Yotung anîd honest mmnd. A mid worfl
abut. Amîd miow to tlîc scelle auîd story. Yoti are to imaiLginie te y'eurselves thîs anîd wcaried %vith inili toil miiay emraceulîîe ('reed, Caivinistic, Armemijan or
home. A calm, quiet illace, far atsay from tlîe scelles of stnîfe amnI c'ntroversy. Popislî to fimîd tlie lemiged for rest, butt flot 5 heyngsii vîcila ts

So far that tlîcy liLr(ly h)ear flic (lii of coiiten'dimig tlîeologiamîs amît scîcmitists anud hegiu to pu its great unminsverable questioîs.o t dYurnot prt but informa-t

philosopulers. 'l'hcre are two lurothers, with nriaiîy strtung pîoimnts (of' likciees. tiomi ; îlot a spirit lftislictl timder sOul îîcorty1
Thley both have the fLther's imilge <outliiictoi tlic face ; tlîey hav'e bothftlie sessioni of tlic trttî. A\Ijdlw'lîie SOionn p o f >Lita spit rciveimîtant cOS-

fathcr's mode ammd mîîaîiur of expmression ; tliey both seek andi love to have tlie firnuation froni ]lis reasoîu, lits c'onscienice, fi.ffcios otiie vilofnstandon

guiding cotunsel of flic fathuer. Bunt tliere are also ploinîts of différence. '['lie eider receive t1tick (deiLl froiii evcry fanlyofls mueid.ons, ever sentimen ofndi

is of contenteti mind , an look on rnystery witlî scarce a lomîging to sec vhiat. it natture. He canîmot commndi for iiself tle faitlî that sliah receive tlîem. .Be-
means, will take thie teclimîgs of lus childfooci on to lue the faith cf fis mani- lus early teaclimug iii almîîtst amîy chîtîrcli, it aInoLunts onal li i usaie
hood. But the yotmnger is of anothuer mi. He nîay oftemu be seemu t stanîd God is a great amîd awfkil Kinîg before wîorn tue universe mtist trenble. Hc liateS
with eager, anxious face before sontie mystery of truthi ; thiere is nosv and them thue siui and svill îîtnislî every simiern (Jrigimially mai was ruade pure anîd put tîmder an
light of curions qmcstiomîing in fis eyes, amid try as lie nuay, thie throbbiîig lîeart arbitrary laws, witf shtmmrîlering %s'ish and will to break it. He broke it, and at
will flot be still. He lias acceîuted the early teachîing as luis brother tîces, lie is once was liurled from liappmiess, stripped of tfe mjsyo u aue n
flot given to doubting, but only to wondering ; lie doesn't dispîute, bt pins au doonîed to transnî1ît to eacf of his Cliirnt mes hsntue n

earnest question now and thuen. '['lie father can say iioî', thiotgh o a mr- prîieval sin From liencefortf beaentiei lî oe of aiOV,

mmr lias lîcen feard, to tlîe elder, "lSon, thoti wilt ever fie witî nie," butt lue caîî- and everlastin ll i bit-igf t. re, naiv fond ah rants ofmn u

flot say it of thie yotminger. even tlien it is a tranîsaction, n Go H crfou ais ofalIn, biotfo
'I'hese lurothiers arc typies, yoti sec, fiends. 'lfle eIder, of tlîat class vhîo are t'le somiI Of His ciîild, bu for tfe dint oafu laws and jusice Jot

alas otntwthtecreed thiey received froni thîeir fathiers. 'l'hîere are mnul- Christ died, flot to recme 'naut frm thegis y Oftm vandrg ack jutce trmt u
titudes of people whuo are neyer trotmbled with a religionîs dotibt, neyer openi th e hieavemi, lutt to appeasee frr hi ano aneingnite God Inut Roa1

lips t makean en uever know svhat i sto have a storm of fear ssveepiuîg mlen are tnder ami imfalibl'e ulfinite nrofaifnteGd InRm islm Ianin- Protestatismme
througf th e sotîl. 'l'lie old landmarks arc dear and precious things; tlîey have buook. Infallible, 'lot siimpîy as to itsn meir arc tmnder an imîfailibie

scrved as guiding poimnts to maiiy a voyager in lit e's sea, and thcy nia> flot be lînnan hife, but imflil as ta ft sprt revealiuîg the trtt of God and ofuflil aa eheofhiistory, ctigwt ttîrt i te
rernoved. Tf hey are content wvth the old ways, and tfhe old words, and xvotmld tuons of the past and ofS'cne te nf<tt I wi/, uh by lîcave
as sonm tfink of quarrelliuig ivith th e stars of heaven as with ai anciemit form of differemnt tîie t ofgu sieentc. m i inatravlrtrstk tholsedb difeen ut
fatf. 1 have t>c word of censure for thuem. 'l'h at eIder brothier is truc to lus ances aiid ertusli anid cttimt aeîotyadpccî n iin

nature, and lie diduî't niake finîscîf. mystic vaguness of ' sctheu and oriea fancy and t e îlot rush ofrvisi tO
'l'lie yotmnger is type of anothier class ; of the unen and wsoinen who have ilneet tlie dennd off aemmntada tdmitscll ie omk

restless minds, danug unattures ; meni and women whîo seem born to qtmestiomuiug theuin ail into an otýliîe îa t, and eter a vidmosent candl coietc mAd

as the>' are bormi to troumble. 'I'hey caniiot sec a nutn peak witlîott f'eeling so the young nqmmrer sttîmhisab uc n nossece and thingste Amnds
the desire to elinib to its topi. Tlo discover th e mnotith of a cave is to enter mn able. L.ove is mio atta t o c ail tins tmt ie aavn( d i g rt a ing; the
howevcr dark it may be. 'I'hiey are flot contenit to tise a tfimg smntil they have stars tliat tremble intebtedeso lîcaven btila of d l is fit ao ' Kind tle
attempted some process of auîalysatiou. 'I'hîey search, question, testl, undetcrred cross of Calvar>' is tfhe awftml record of th egac etksuowe an. that
by thioughits of age or popularity. Domu't snccr at tf cm. Tf'ey aiso arc truc to way hie emîqtires on pondering deepi>yo the reneatinse oftiie tae nsnture ad
their nature; and a brave, noble unte nature it often is. Tlhey'often blunder, and tfe divine govern'o h eain f h iientr n

stumle nd aU;the ar me whogetwrekcdas c sah ec;the> ar th offatîis Wfch nt to Uîtman condition and cfaracter. Uc meets with factS
me ano go l do; tohe rd wh o he swincnd tu as yo iv i e h ec beare t ' alirw hno rcasoning can destroy, facts also Of freec wili tfat are ifltOuîm e n h o o d w n o, e rd wi th t h e s w i e a d e t l u sk s a s o u ill s e e b ef r e ro v e rtîb le. U c se c s tf e l ' le s O f riv a i s Y s te m s ru nmi îi g in to c a c f o th e r a n d


